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Motor racing will be the poorer for the loss of Tom Pryce and his 
superlatively flamboyant style. Tom’s Shadow is pictured at Monaco last 
year. Obituary: page 10. 
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Marshal training 


Last Saturday’s appalling tragedy at Kyalami once again 
forces the attention of all involved in Formula 1 racing on the 
worrying variations in standards of course marshalling from 
country to country. Like ithe fatal accident to Roger William- 
son at Zandvoort in 1973, iit is to be hoped that the end result 
of the South African incident will be a positive improvement 
in standards which will allow our Grand Prix drivers to race 
in greater safety. . 

There have frequently been suggestions in years past about 
means to raise the standards of marshalling abroad ‘to a level 
which compares with that achieved in Britain. Most of them 
have been largely unworkable. The Formula 1 Constructors 
Association, however, has now achieved sufficient influence 
to ensure that steps are taken immediately to raise standards. 

There is ample marshalling expertise available for an exten- 
sive training programme to be established under the auspices 
of the FICA and wiith the close co-operation of the CSI and 
the race organizers. This training programme should be 
financed by the FICA, thus ensuring that the majority of 
Formula 1 teams and sponsors contributes ‘towards the costs, 
and also by the host organizers and/or promoters. Since 
standards in Britain are universally recognized as ‘the best, we 
propose that any such scheme should be based on British 
facilities and expertise. Additional funds could be contributed, 
perhaps, by British manufacturers of safety equipment, who 
might see a scheme like this as a means not only of making 
a positive contribution to the sport, but also of marketing 
their products abroad. 

The scheme should be operated by a special sub-committee 
responsible to the CSI’s Safety Committee, and formed by 
representatives of the CSI and the FICA. The committee 
should establish new and much more stringent requirements 
of both marshalling and equipment, and. these facilities should 
be inspected under the CSI’s track inspection procedure. The 
licence to hold a Grand Prix should be subject to the same 
sanctions if the marshalling requirements are not met in full. 

As part of these regulations, each organizer should be 
required to send race marshals who would be acting in posi- 
tions of responsibility to England for an annual symposium, 
which would cover all aspects of marshalling instruction. For 


the first year of the scheme, this intensive course in England 


should be supplemented by the establishment of a special 
force composed of fully experienced marshals, each an expert 
in his field. The organizers should be required \to provide facili- 
ties for this party to travel to the Grand Prix circuits in 
rotation a month or so before each race in order to undertake 
a practical training programme for marshals in situ. 

Such a scheme would not encounter the difficulties imposed 
by other suggestions, which run into all kinds of problems 
concerning personnel, payment, national pride and_ local 
experience. The cost—especially as we are dealing with 
human life—would not be prohibitive. And we can think of 
no more eloquent tribute to our deeply lamented Tom Pryce 
than that his name should be associated with it. 


cover picture 


Mixed feelings for Niki Lauda and Jody Scheckter on the Kyalami 
rostrum last Saturday after they had finished first and second in the 
South African GP, in which Tom Pryce lost his life. Full report: 
page 12. Photo: Jeff Hutchinson. 


next week 


World Champion James Hunt reflects on the tragic South African 
Grand Prix, and looks ahead to the Race of Champions—Our detailed 
preview of the big Brands Hatch Formula 1 meeting—Walter Rohl 
on the Opel international rallying programme—Private Ear—The 
ShellSport International series starts at Mallory Park—Ford Fiesta S 
road test* 
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Williams F1 March 
drive for Neve 


As we forecast a couple of weeks 
ago, Frank Williams has decided to 
leave Walter Wolf Racing (née Frank 
Williams Racing), and will once more 
run his own F1 outfit. Rumours that 
this would happen eventually were 
rife throughout the sécond half of 
last season when it was becoming 
obvious that Wolf was something 
more than just a sponsor and was 
taking over. 

Over the winter it appeared that 
Frank’s main function within the 
team was the acquisition of sponsor- 
ship, at which he has proved singu- 
larly adept in the past. But his 
motivation has always come pri- 
marily from a real love of racing, 
and most people felt he would not 
be really happy again until running 
his own team once more. 

From the Spanish Grand Prix on- 
wards, the newly constituted Wil- 
liams team will-run a March 771 for 
Patrick Neve, who so dominated last 
Sunday’s Daily Express Trophy at 
Silverstone. The young Belgian, who 
seemed destined to become yet an- 
other of the sport’s forgotten men 
after a disastrous time in 1976, has 
worked tremendously hard over the 
winter to ensure himself of a future. 
After three outings with a RAM 
Brabham and one with the Ensign, 
last season fizzled out to nothing. At 
the beginning of the year he had 
signed a contract with Bernie Eccle- 
stone (after which he had to turn 
down an offer from John Surtees to 
drive the Durex TS19), but nothing 
ever came of it. Patrick, therefore, 
set about finding himself a sponsor 
in Belgium, and this he has done. 
Frank Williams has also found some 


Patrick Neve’s pace and maturity in the works March caused a sensation 


money for the enterprise, and the 
team is now sufficiently well financed 
to undertake a full season of GP 
racing (including Watkins Glen and 
Mosport), despite the fact that Wil- 
liams is no longer a member of 
the FICA. 


Frank was at Silverstone on Sun- 
day (along with Max Mosley and 
Ken Tyrrell, who had dashed back 
from Kyalami), and was delighted 
with his new boy’s sensational per- 
formance in the works March-BMW 
772P. Equally thrilled were Mosley 
and Robin Herd. “ He’s obviously a 
very, very good driver,’’ enthused 
Max on Monday, “and, apart from 
the fact that he was so quick, the 
thing that impressed us was his con- 
sistency. His lap times varied hardly 
at all.” Jochen Neerpasch was 
amazed at the performance of this 
“unknown,” and we think he may 
well have returned to Germany with 
some sort of “Stuck deal” in mind 
for the Belgian. ‘‘ Yes, Neerpasch 
was impressed,” agreed Mosley. 
Would March consider running a car 
for Neve if BMW were to offer an 
attractive deal?” ‘“ That’s not the 
plan at the moment,” said Max, 
“but sometimes things can change, 
you know... .” 


So Patrick Neve is very much the 
man of the moment. In his first drive 
for seven months, his first F2 drive 
ever, he made many of the sup- 
posed ‘“aces” ‘look somewhat 
second-rate, and now comes the news 
of the Fl deal. An official announce- 
ment regarding Neve and the Wil- 
liams March is to be made in Brus- 
sels next week 


at Silverstone last Sunday (above). Rene Arnoux could hardly believe his 


good fortune after the race, while Neve’s expression says it all. ... 


he old P20 
patience must be wearing thin. 


oge her for Larry Perkins at Kyalami, but the Australian's 
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Stanley-BRM blues 
for Larry Perkins 


The word from Kyalami was that 
Larry Perkins is starting to find his 
current employment rather unsatis- 
factory. Following the disastrous 
test session at Snetterton with the 
P207, the old P201 (campaigned so 
gallantly by Bob Evans during 1975) 
was dispatched to South Africa, and 
some indication of Larry’s problems 
may be gauged from the evidence 
of the speed trap on the long 
Kyalami straight. Despite the fact 
that Perkins reportedly found the 
P201’s engine stronger than that in 
the latest car, he recorded only 
239kph through the trap compared 
with fastest man Jody Scheckter 
whose Wolf went through at over 
281kph! For the record, the quickest 
cars at the recent Kyalami Formula 
Atlantic meeting were clocked at 
244kph. . . . Also for the record, 
when the car made its first appear- 
ance at Kyalami in 1974, Jean- 
Pierre Beltoise qualified in 1m 17.3s 
and finished a strong second. Some- 
where, therefore, BRM have con- 
trived to lose 4s in three years. 
From our telephone conversation 
with them last week it is clear that 
Rotary’s patience with the team 
goes beyond the call of duty, and 
we respect them for it. But how 
long will Larry’s patience hold out ? 
The Australian is held in high re- 
gard as a driver, but is patently 
wasting his time at present. Could 
he be looking for another drive ? If 


so, the obvious opening would be at 
Team Surtees, for observers at 
Kyalami came back in no doubts that 
Big John is less than thrilled with 
Hans Binder, whose three outings 
with the team have been extremely 
disappointing. When he _ signed 
Vittorio Brambilla, Surtees made it 
plain that he wanted someone to get 
in his car and drive it. Were he to 
take on Perkins as well, he would 
have two such men... . 


P207 tests 
at Donington 


Last week, a modern F1 car set foot 
on Donington for a test session! In 
fact, the car in question was the 
BRM P207 driven, in Larry Perkins’s 
absence, by Francois Migault. The 
track’s final surfacing is not yet com- 
plete, but Migault was not going very 
hard, the team’s intention being to 
see if the overheating problem had 
been solved. Apparently results were 
rather better this time, but Derby- 
shire in early March is not the 
Osterreichring in mid-August. . . . 
Migault hopes to drive a second 
BRM from Jarama onwards. Who 
knows, it could be the first ome - - 


G2 Mercedes 450 SLC 


There are new rumours in the Ger- 
man magazine Rallye Racing about 
the racing comeback of a Mercedes- 
Benz 450SLC, prepared by the AMG 
tuning shop based at Affalterbach, 
near Stuttgart. 

There are serious signs that a 
500bhp Mercedes will be in action 
at Salzburgring for the second Euro- 
pean Touring Car Championship 
event on April 24. No plans are 
finalised but, as we understand. AMG 
will do some races this year & 
gain experience of the car im pre 
paration for a full 1978 ETC seasom. 

Officially, AMG-director Heme 
Wemer Aufrecht has denied af 
Speculation, but this seems mp be 
only a precautionary measure Spam 
sSorship should come from the Ge- 
man Hannen-brewery, which ies 
backed Harald Ertl m the pest Bie 
nen is known as the “pocsmea™ 
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F1CA considers roll 
cages for GP cars 


Teeeecelly ironic, bearing in mind 
Wie Porce’s appalling accident last 
Weeemerc is the news that, at the 
BOCA meeting last Friday, the very 
Wie Sefore. proposals were put to all 
Geembers that new regulations re- 
Gertie roll-cages be implemented in 
@) recime as soon as possible. 

im 2 great many recent motor 
Geeime accidents (such as those which 
Seta Helmuth Koinigg at Watkins 
Gee im 1974 and Mark Donohue at 
@= Osterreichring the following 
weer). the driver might well have 
Seem saved from death or serious 
iepery had there been some form of 
grotective structure at the front of 
the cockpit as well as at the rear. 

The impact of the marshal’s heavy 
@etinguisher against the Shadow 
Sehich owas travelling at over 
G0maph) was such that most of the 
ers very substantial roll-over bar 
wes tom away, so that it seems 
Geebtful that even a device such as 
thet proposed at the FICA meeting 
gould have done very much to pro- 
fect the driver. Those, however, 
were freakish circumstances which 
God forbid should ever arise again. 

(Certainly, we think the idea a 


sound one. But apart from the fact 
that there are bound to be objec- 
tions from certain quarters that roll- 
cages are not aesthetically pleasing, 
others feel that they will hamper 
the removal of an injured driver 
from, possibly, a burning car. Both 
these points are valid up to a point. 
No, roll-cages don’t look very nice, 
though that seems of little conse- 
quence if they do indeed offer sub- 
stantial protection to a driver’s 
head. And, yes, they would make 
fire rescue more difficult, but many 
more racing fatalities are caused by 
head injuries than by burns. 

Three years ago, USAC veteran 
Mel Kenyon turned up at Indianapo- 
lis with a roll-cage fitted to his 
ar. “ They’re all laughing now,” he 
said, ‘“‘but, sooner or later, they'll 
all be using them.” After a lot of 
testing, in fact, Kenyon later re- 
moved the roll-cage after finding that 
it completely upset the aerodynamics 
at Indy speeds. The rear wing was 
not getting full down-force because 
the airflow was being disturbed by 
the cage. Removal of it instantly 
added 5mph to his lap speeds! Prior 
to that, roll-cages had been used on 


& roll-cage might have saved the life of Tom Pryce at Kyalami last weekend, 


USAC Championship cars without 
any ill effects — but that was before 
the days of wings. USAC sprint cars 
have, of course, used them success- 
fully for years, and in fact there has 
been a dramatic reduction in driver 
injuries and fatalities. 


We believe that a roll-cage design 
was submitted to all the constructors 
last week, and that team designers 
are now considering its worth and 
feasibility..The proposal was that it 
be implemented by everyone in time 
for the Spanish Grand Prix. 


If the roll-cages do appear for 
Jarama, and if they do upset the rear 
wings, then all the teams will have 
to face re-sorting programmes, and 
that’s all there is to it. Quite ob- 
viously, driver safety is the primary 


. consideration. The other great prob- 


lem with all safety devices is that 
they tend to be heavy, the conse- 
quence being that no one will use 
the things until they are made 
mandatory. 


While on the subject of safety, 
Mario Andretti (no doubt spurred 
on by his recent narrow escape at 
Interlagos) is currently pushing hard 
for the compulsory fitting of USAC- 
type fuel tanks. The material for 
them was developed for helicopter 
use in Vietnam and is said to with- 
stand machine-gun fire. . . . AS 
usual, there is a weight penalty — 
about 20lb — and Mario’s suggestion 
is that the minimum weight 1mt be 
raised by that amount to allow for 
them. It sounds. like common sense, 
doesn’t it? 


New car:and sponsors for Edware 


Guy's G8 


Guy Edwards has done it again. 
this season’s ShellSpont Intereal 


series, he will drive the on oe 
March 751, powered by a 3.443 
V6 Cosworth engine. The car 

be sponsored by the weekly 

zine Titbits in conjunction with * 
stop smoking product MD4, Ed 
retains his ties with John Ma : 
who will run the car, and the team 
first Ouling is at Mallory Park thi 
weekend. Guy’s ability to bring 
sponsors to the sport is really quite 
remarkable, 


eed this photograph illustrates clearly just how close to serious injury 
came Jacques Laffite. The Shadow’s rear wheel is no more than a couple 
of feet from Laffite’s head. A full roll-cage would surely have a definite 
epplication in this sort of situation, as also it would in the event of frontal 
ieepact such as that suffered by poor Pryce. 


Mel Kenyon’s roll-cage, as fitted to his USAC car three years ago. 
This particular example played havoc with the car’s aerodynamics, 
but the basic idea is good sense. 
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Last week, we received a press 
release from Jorg Obermoser’s Toj 
team entitled ‘New Toj for Keijo 
Rosberg” with a line through Ros- 
berg’s ‘type-written name and the 
words “Danny Sullivan’ substituted 
in ink! At the weekend, we spoke 
to Sullivan about it, and te said 
that, yes, he would be driving the 


New G2 Mazda 


After their sometimes successful 
season in G2 last year, when they 
had two class wins at Salzburg and 
Mugello, Arian Racing ‘and Smith 
Kendon Travel Sweets are to under- 
take a full season again this year in 
G2. However, instead of the RX3 
that they used last year, the car 
will) be an RX5 Cosmo complete 
with 2.6 rotary engine. 

The car itself has been prepared 
by Arian, the company headed by 
John Markey who will be one of 
the drivers, and the engine has been 
worked on by Weslake Ltd. They 
say that it’s developing nearly 
3000bhp, and with a five-speed gear- 
box, it should be one of the 
quickest machines about. However, 
it is also the noisiest. ... 

The other driver in the Mazda 
when it goes to Europe is Mazda 
PR man David Palmer. He has 
negotiated deals with NGK, Ferodo, 
Bilstein afd Corbeau but still needs 
a fuel/oil contract for the car. 
Smith Kendon, the travel sweets 
firm make 16 million tins of 
sweets a year, a very high percent- 
age of which goes abroad, retain 


their involvement. The Mazda will | 


- Saturday and Sunday morning, 


BMW-powered car throughout 
year’s European F2 Champi 
German sources told us last w 
that the replacement for R 
would be Rolf Stommelen, and we 
now learn ithat, in fact, two cars 
will be run. Their first ap 
will be at Thruxton on 
Monday. 


Ashley Lola 
needs miles 


Formula 3 enthusiasts must walt 
little longer before seeing the 
debut of the Lola T570, which 
Ashley is to drive. 

T-e former BRM FI] driver o 
tised the new car at Silverstone 


cording a slow Im 33.31s im 
official session, He and the 

Cars team decided to withdraw 
the opening round of the Vande 
series until they have put s 
testing miles on the clock. The 
was completed in the early 
of Saturday morning, and was 
ously totally unsorted, suffering 

particular from a braking p . 
which was severely unbalancime 
car into the corners. 


@ Ian Grob missed the Sih 
Formula 3 race, and _ will not 
his debut with his new Chevron 


ago, and fell off, breaking his com 
bone. The new Chevron was 
2t Silverstone by 


Geiss about the BBC’s aitti- 
@ Ge television broadcasting 
Prox racing are well known, 
See wal mot bore you with a 
asseT73t tion on the subject, 
Sy when your letters indi- 
@ieest manimous approval for 
we beve said. (As _ licence- 
weewers like you, we also be- 
Get = to the teeth with horses 
@eae-throat voices night after 
sight. with constant refer- 
mete to the sponsors, but 
See ere. Some advertising, it 
= = more equal than 


Gewewet we do have some good 
= _ thet front. A 50min docu- 
*o be made about Grand 
Stee or, more precisely, 
te British Racing Team, 
= eee Fi venture started recently 
Gee Benton and Don Shaw. The 
= Gf course, works for the BBC 
eet Geel as a script-writer, and 


Wet = sew tweak on their Chevrons 
= Sieerstone over the weekend. 
Ties bed a new brake fluid called 
@eeseer= Silicone manufactured by 
ts a nown Union Carbide com- 


Gems The advantage of this is that 
it bes 2 much higher boiling point 
eam “hes allows the brakes to be 
Weed Serder. Other drivers remarked 
= Heke Rosberg’s braking capabili- 
Gee & particular, and it may be- 
Gee esed universally throughout 
> 

eert rang us from Silverstone on 
Tester to say that he had decided 
@ cam = three-car team of Chevrons 


mo A®tlentic series this year, with 
mumber one and the 
Gewese who finished second to him 
= Sew Zealand, Tom Gloy, also in 
= Sem The third driver is un- 
Geet at the moment. 


Hutch for Hill 
‘charity show 


one of the stars of 
Giarsty oud Hutch, is to top the bill 
== = Borel Gala Evening of Stars at 
Gee Geemont Theatre, Southampton, 
Se Mieegey. March 21. The show is 
gt of The Graham Hill Appeal 
Wee gis to establish a unit in 
tees meme at the Royal Ortho- 
Guete ~Eespitel to give intensive 
Wee SP Gsebled people. Other stars 
=perre include Tom O’Connor, 
Welty. the Goodies, Diane 
gma the New Seekers, and 
Gee, bested by Michael Caine, 
the bee im the presence of The 
G@ieeetSetten of Burma, KG. 


Sie Gererel of Tom Pryce will 

geere todey (Thursday) at 

at St Bartholomew's Church 
meer Sevencaks, Kent 


plans Henton 
documentary 


he proposed to them that a film be 


made, not about the glossy, glamo- - 


rous aspects of GP racing, but about 
the efforts made by a few friends 
to mount a genuinely competitive 
private challenge not only for Fl 
survival but for success. In the mak- 
ing of the film, the Beeb will have 
cameras at the Race of Champions, 


‘the Spanish Grand Prix and the John 


Player Grand Prix. 

‘The contradiction in policy here is 
explained by the fact that there is a 
distinction between policy govern- 
ing factual documentaries and 
sports programmes. Henton and 
Shaw are delighted that the BBC 
have agreed to make the film, and 
hope that it will help to thaw the 
ice which presently exists between 
the BBC and the FICA. We are in 
total agreement with that, but still 
find it strange that the Beeb will 
have cameras at these races, but will 
not put them out live.,.. 


Jumper—better times ahead: 


JPJ signs 
for Alfa 


At last Jean-Pierre Jarier has found 
something to drive. He has signed a 
contract with Alfa Romeo to drive 
one of the latest Group 6 cars at 
Dijon in April and at Paul Ricard 
in July. For Dijon, he will share a 
car with Arturo Merzario, the other 
one being driven by regular Brab- 
ham-Alfa men Carlos Pace and John 
Watson. Vittorio Brambilla will also 
drive for the team on occasion. 
Alfa Romeo have two types of 
car at their disposal this year, the 
very latest version of the 3-litre 
33TT 12 and also the turbocharged 
2-litre car. Jarier thinks there will 
be very little difference between the 
competitiveness of the two. 
“Jumper” seems to be a much 
happier man ‘now. At the end of 
last season, he seemed to be gener- 
ally disillusioned with motor racing, 
had lost his Shadow Fl drive and 
appeared to have little in prospect. 
He is determined to use the Alfa 
drives to show the world that he 
has lost none of his ability and hopes 
that further drives with the team 
will result. As weH as that, Jarier 


| is fairly sure that he will participate 


2ll the French Pe races, having 
principle 2a deal with 


Stephen South’s March 763 leads Ian Taylor’s Unipart 773 at Silverstoum 


South gets the job done 


Silverstone Formula 3 race winner 
Stephen South showed just what 
can be done on a shoestring budget 
last weekend. Wiith no sponsorship 
apart from the usual trade support, 
South ‘has had his March 763 in his 
garage at home in Harrow, Middle- 
sex, in recent weeks, preparing the 
car himself for a make-or-break F3 
Beueeyy his third in the formula. On 


Friday morning he loaded up the 
car and drove his van to Silverstone 
on his own. Fortunately, a kind 
offer of help from Alan Docking 
(who ran Rupert Keegan’s F3 car 
last season) and friends got Stephen 
on to the track, where he put up 
the kind of performance which 
should have the sponsors queueing 
up. 


David Lang in F3 March 


David Lang, the Australian former 
rally driver who raced in Formula 
Ford 1600 jJast season, looks like 
landing a works Formula 3 drive 
with March Racing. 

Lang, who piloted the original 
Tiga for Tim Schenken and Howden 
Ganley in FF1600 novice events 
last year and made something of an 
impact with some ragged but very 
fast driving, was at Goodwood last 
Monday and at Silverstone on Tues- 


‘day at the wheel of a brand new 


March-Toyota 773. He had never 
driven a car with wings and racing 
tyres before, but got down to fairly 
respectable times in tthe lm 18s 
bracket at Goodwood, and abso- 
lutely loved it: “I had a real ball out 
there—I certainly don’t want ‘to 
drive a Formula Ford again... .” 

Provided that Lang’s planned 
sponsorship arrangements come 
through, he will be out in the 
March at Thruxton this weekend. If 
all goes to plan, his car will be run 


David Lang—finished with FF1600. 


this year by ‘the March “Reading” 
team, alongside Aryon Cornelsen, 
while as at Silverstone James King 
and Mario Ferraris will drive the 
“Bicester” cars. 


Florida in February is a nice place to be, as those on the Page Tours 
AUTOSPORT trip to the Daytona 500 found out recently. The tripsters im 
cluded British Stock Car Champion Tom Laffey. 


race Cal 0 RiGee s eae a 


Foyt opens USAC 
season in style 


Last Sunday, at Ontario Motor 
Speedway in California, the 1977 
Citicorp USAC Championship Trail 
got under way. For A. J. Foyt, it 
was a special occasion. It was Foyt’s 
250th USAC championship start, and 
it also marked the beginning of his 
20th USAC season (and his 24th 
season in motor racing)! 

So. How did A. J. celebrate? Well, 
he took the lead after 25 of the 80 
laps, and pulled effortlessly away 
to win by half a lap. That’s how. 

In qualifying, the USAC circus 
experienced the kind of domination 
which has been predicted for the 
Ford-Cosworth DFX engine this 
season. Cars powered by the sleeved 
version of the DFV Formula 1 engine 
occupied the three prime positions 
on the starting grid, with Johnny 
Rutherford on the pole with the 
works Citicorp McLaren M24. Last 
year’s Indy 500 winner ran at over 
197mph, which is 7mph better than 
the pole speed at Ontario last sea- 
son. Tom Sneva made it a crushing 
debut for the new M24 McLaren by 
putting Roger Penske’s CAM2 car 
alongside the works machine on the 
front row, and Al ser completed 
the DFX picture with a third fastest 
lap in the VPJ Parhelli, a revised 
version of the car with which Unser 
scored the first DFX USAC victory 
in the Schaefer 500 at Pocono last 
June. 

At the start of the race—the 
Datsun 200—Rutherford destroyed 
his chances by missing a gear; two 
pit-stops later, the poleman was out, 
on the ninth lap. Showing in the 
lead came Gordon Johncock, the 
reigning USAC champion, and the 
Sinmast Wildcat led the race for 
Offenhauser with Sneva and Foyt in 
the latest Coyote (which he had 
qualified sixth) in hot pursuit. A.J. 
forced his way into second place 
to challenge Johncock for the lead, 
and took over the running on the 
25th lap. 

Johncock maintained his second 
place until, on his third pitstop, a 
wheel nut jammed and he lost 2} 
minutes, ceding the place to Al 
Unser. Sneva had been running a 
strong third, but his DFX blew at 
the 60-lap mark. 

Unser ran out of fuel on the last 


lap and coasted across the line in 
second place still ahead of Pancho 
Carter in the latest Offenhauser 
powered Eagle, who would have 
provided a greater threat had he not 
lost time in the pits with a flat rear 
tyre. Tom Bigelow’s old-style Eagle- 
Offy came in fourth in front of 
Johncock, while after Roger Mc- 
Cluskey and Bobby Unser _ both 
retired their Lightnings, Bill Simpson 
finished sixth in a Teddy Yip entered 
McLaren MI6C. 

Alan Jones, who is to drive for 
Yip’s Theodore Racing team in the 
three USAC 500-milers, took part in 
practice but withdrew from the race, 
and his car was taken over by Steve 
Krisiloff. Vern ‘Schuppan, who like 


Last weekend, Jean-Pierre Jarier won 
the Six Hours of Dacca, a curious 
event in West Africa for a variety 
of cars up to and including ‘Group 
5! The 4.3km circuit sounds some 
way from a GPDA dream, being 
made up of public roads, including 
a stretch of motorway. Leading 
entries were Group 5 Porsche Car- 
reras for Jarier and Carlo Facetti, 
the latter’s car being one of the 
Kremer entries at the recent Daytona 
24 Hours. As well as these two, 


A.J.—250 USAC starts. 


Jones had made the trip over to 
California for the USAC opener 
having competed in the _ recent 
Rothmans International F5000 series 
in Australia, finished the Datsun 200 
in ninth place in his ex-Johncock 
championship winning Wildcat. 

The next race on the USAC 
schedule is at Phoenix, Arizona, on 
March 27. 


| JPJ wins a wild one 


there were sundry other Porsches, 
Panteras, Alfas and even a Stratos, 
many of the drivers being completely 
unknown to us. 

A pitched battle between Jarier 
(driving a Porsche for the first time 
in his life) and Facetti was the main 
feature of the race, but the French- 
man generally had the upper hand 
and, when Facetti finally retired 
after going off the road. Jarier was 
without problems, covering exactly 
500 miles in the six hours. 


Rothmans Far East series 


For the second year, Rothmans 
International are running a lucrative 
Far Eastern Series, incorporating six 
races and including the Grands Prix 
of Malaysia, Indonesia, Macao and 
the Phillipines. Total prize money has 
been increased to a purse of 
US$26,000, and eligible cars are 
1600cc Formule Libre, the same as 
last year, with a two-valve per 
cylinder class for residents of the 
region. 

As only the four best scores of the 
series count, European drivers could 
find the series worthwhile, as three 
of the events are run after the close 
of the European season. The first 


event of the series will be the 
Malaysian GP on the weekend of 
April 24, followed by the round-the- 
houses Penang GP the following 
week. The Indonesian GP is sche- 
duled for October, with the Macao 
event in November, followed im- 
mediately by the Phillipines race. 
Hospitality, weather and food are 
of the highest order during the series, 
registration for which is now under 
way. Further information may be 
obtained from K. Y. Chin, c/o Roth- 
mans of Pall Mall, Virginia Park, 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; or from 
Ian Gow, Tobacco Exporters Inter- 
national, PO Box 14802, Hong Kong. 


Bobby Unser. 


Moét winner 


Niki Lauda’s astounds Soy 
has won a magnum of Matt == Caer 
don champagne for joes Gia 
of Buckhurst Hill Ease Sa oe 
dicted that the Austin wal == 
at 116.59mph, his =auiae cera 


last year. In fect, i Geeuper 
116.588mph! 

Your favourite to win Se =a oe 
James Hunt, with Lows see 
Together, the two pulls aiuaet Say 
the total votes cast. 

The next opportunity =" sa & 
land a magnum of the eras Tae 
comes in three weeks Situs wer 
the Grand Prix teams Geese = 
Long Beach for US Grand Prez Wa 
Last year’s winner was Clay Eee 
zoni’s Ferrari at 85572==% Cae & 
do it this year for Emsign 7 

. Send your entries fon o poss 
please) to AUrTosPOoRT Eaeera, 
Regent House, 54-62 Regent Sires, 
London, WIA 2YJ, not ister Saaz 
Friday, April 1. 


catchpole ae eee 


AH THIS SOTHEBY'S CATALOGUE 1S 
VERY INTERESTING, THEY VE GOT... 


... A HISTORIC CAR SALE COMING UP, THERE 
ARE SOME FASCINATING RACING ITEMS 
LISTED. A 195% Ex SCOTT-BROWN ListER- 


- BRISTOL. A‘'1928' TYPE 33 Gem Pex 
Bugatti. AN EX ASCARI 1949 Kirke 


FERRARI. A1977 RAC BLUE Book ___ 
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RAC agree... 


May I ask for your assistance in making an 
open reply to John Brown’s open letter to me 
(March 3)? 

We are in full agreement in aiming to make 
the Lombard RAC the best rally in the world. 
Even being the best does not necessarily mean 
being beyond criticism. If criticism is justified, 
I am always grateful for it being put as con- 
structively as does John Brown. He has presen- 
ted a number of worthwhile paths of action 
and I would like to say that most are already 
being surveyed. In only one area do I not 
quite see eye to eye with him and this is what 
appears to be a light dismissal of commercial 
interests. I would have thought that his own 
direct involvement in the past location of the 
rally would have brought more active realisa- 
tion that this cannot entirely be ignored, and 
by this I do not mean that Lombard seek in 
any way to affect the planning of the rally as 
a competition. 

Wishing John another successful rallying year 
in 1977. 
Lonpon, SW1 D. H. DELAMONT 
Director, RAC Motor Sport Division 


... but not everyone 


In his inimitable style, John Brown makes some 
very valid points in his open letter to Dean 
Delamont. Equally in character is his use of a 
sladge-hammer and cold chisel as his principal 
surgical instruments. 

Rule One: “Get a dictator and let him get 
on with it!’? Does John really want Field Mar- 
shal Amin to take over the running of the rally? 
I think not. Does*he really blame the Royal 
Automobile Club for insisting that its permanent 
salaried executive takes the title of ‘Clerk of 
the Course ’? If so, I think he is being unreason- 
able. There are many advantages in a situation 
where the “rallymaster’’ does not top the bill; 
for instance, when a diplomatic problem can be 
passed upstairs and so allow him to concen- 
trate on rally technology. It matters very little 
what title he is given as long ‘as he possesses 
sufficient strength of character and commands 
respect in the rallying world. 

Rule Two: “The Lombard RAC Rally is for 
competitors first and foremost.” I agree; if John 
means that they should receive 51 per cent of 
the organisers’ attention. I suspect that he has 
in mind a rather higher figure. Of all sports I 
can think of none which relies on a_ higher 
degree of tolerance by non-competitors; not only 
those sufficiently interested to spectate, but 
those who encounter the rally by chance and 
on whose normal lives it intrudes. Money is 
flowing into the sport as a result of public 
interest. The sport needs the money and the 
public must receive a very large chunk of the 
organisers’ consideration. If that entails sub- 
jecting competitors to “Mickey Mouse” stages 
—too bad! : 

Rule Three: “Find out what competitors 
want and give it to them.” I seem to recall John 
voicing this opinion ten years ago in the hey- 
day of “on the road” rallying. They certainly 
knew what they wanted—higher average speeds, 
a blind eye turned towards “ pruned” mileages 
and the paying of*no more than token respect 
to black spots. I venture to suggest that had 
they been heeded the term “rally” would by 
now have reverted to its original meaning of 
“A gathering together of Boy Scouts.” By all 
means give competitors the opportunity to con- 
tribute. Some sound ideas will result—as well 
as some crazy ones. 

Rallying is changing more rapidly than any 
other sport. The Lombard RAC Rally, as the 
focal point of the sport, needs a set of regula- 
tions which keeps pace witth the evolution and 
designed to ensure the continued running of the 
event in a manner which is acceptable to all 
concerned, Regulations are not a punitive strait- 
jacket; they are the tools used by an organiser 
to ensure a fair and harmonious event. Those 
for the next Lombard RAC should be drawn up 
from first principles. Priorities must be estab- 

- lished. Pretty high on the list must come spec- 
tator safety. 

I like the idea of running cars through stages 
at intervals of 30 secs wherever possible, and 
ensuring that the “show goes on” exactly at 
the published time. k may be that such measures 


conflict with the desires and whims of com- 
petitors. Mattters such as these must be weighed 
carefully. 

After a new set of regulations has been 
drafted I would suggest that a “model” is set 
up and a group of current competitors invited 
to take part in one or more table-top rallies. 
After this, a club which is seeking to upgrade 
its stage event should be invited to run it to 
the draft regulations of the Lombard RAC. By 
this process I am sure that the rally can regain 
its status and ensure its future. 
SWINDON, WILTS 


Sad loss 


Tom Pryce’s accident must be one of the most 
tragic in the history of motor racing. That it 
should happen to anyone makes life seem so 
unfair, but that it should happen to such a 
super person as Tom makes it so much worse. 
Sharing some of his racing activities, and also 
the same local village pub, as I was privileged 
to do, I had the opportunity of watching Tom’s 
superb car control, immense natural talent and 
extreme maturity on the track, as well as his 
ability still to be able to enjoy more boyish pur- 
suits away from it. 

A more genuine person you could not wish 
to meet, whose’ supreme enjoyment was to get 
into a racing car and, in his own words, “ Give 
it one.’ He was a real racing driver who just 
never, ever, gave up trying, no matter how 
impossible the odds. There will never be another 
Tom Pryce. 
IGHTHAM, KENT 


Tony AMBROSE 


GRAHAME WHITE 


Marathon man 


In my recent absence in Australia-and Singapore 
arranging final details for the Singapore Airlines 
Car Rally, which will run from London to Sydney 
during August and September, Mr Nick Brittan— 
according to his article (Private Ear, March 3)— 
has held his own committee meetings on the 
progress of the event. 

Mr Brittan has said that the organisers, and 
to a large extent that means me, have not made 
formal requests to the Australian governing body 
of motor sport. Well, Mr Brittan and any of his 
keen readers are quite welcome to come to my 
studio at 17 Gerald Road, London SW1,- to read 
the relevant letters which date back to last year. 

Mr Brittan insinuates that United Dominions 
Trust were far from happy with the result of the 
1974 World Cup Rally, which we organised. 
Strange. I spoke to UDT only today (Monday) 
and they could not give any evidence to support 
this statement. Mr Brittan said that six experts 
did not know who won the 1974 World Cup 
Rally which, I suppose, is a bit like UDT, who 
did not know who Mr Brittan was. 

He has said that he would be grateful to 
receive a cable from Sydney in September advis- 
ing him of the winner of the Singapore Airlines 
Rally. Bearing in mind his intense interest in 
the event, I guess that somehow we will be able 
to club together and send him a postcard. 

All we really need is a few more Mr Brittans 
and we most certainly shall be able to recreate 
that wonderful British spirit of adventure that 
has stood this country in such good stead over 
sO many years—the kind of person that I, as an 
Australian, have always looked up to as the true 
leader of men and the pioneer of adventure that 
has made Britain so great. 


Lonpon, SW1 WYLTON DICKSON 


AFN example 


The conjunction in a recent issue of correspon- 
dence about BBC Radio coverage of motor rac- 
ing and your report of the Daytona 500 prompts 
me to write to mention, for the benefit of 
racing enthusiasts who may not know about 
them, the superb broadcasts on AFN (American 
Forces Network) of major American races. Last 
year, I listened to broadcasts of the following 
races: Daytona 500, Long Beach GP (yes), the 
Talledega’ NASCAR and the USAC races at 
Pocono and Ontario. 

The bloke from BBC Radio may be pleased 
with himself for telling the world that the 
Japanese GP was going to be postponed If he 


| 
; 
ih 


li 
\ 


in the pits; live interviews 
from the race; recorded i 
the processional bits (of which Ge 


many in NASCAR remee—> =x = Glee 
sequence including itterwiews wah Ge wees 
and the losers. | am sxe Gee ae pe of 


reasons why the BBC camuaxt @ Ge a= .-_—_ 
The broadcasts are 

6pm sand midnight of 
can be picked up cleeriy ao ae@iery ee = 
about 350 meters Medie=> Were © DEE == 
of England. It might me seis £ 2 
broadcasts were more wadely Eun 
BURTON-ON-T RENT 


Hawthorn fan 


Your correspondent M J Ziacumie Geaceey 
24) is quite correct in Bis ae a Be 
Hawthorn’s ability when on Soom 

The Ferraris of that 
equal of the opposition i= 
out when competing i 
Type 625 against the Maser The DS0Re 
be power-slid and could 
as the Ferrari was 
cornering, and avoidanc® Stan Wal 
undertake. This no doubt sooumm= 
brated manoeuvre 
both Hawthorn and Collins == 

An excellent example of the relive 
of Hawthorn and Fangio Sommim=eD 
1955 Le Mans race, When Geese 
each took the first spell for Januar 
cedes respectively. This meant Stet 
equivalent of a full length Gram Poe 
the driver changes became Opes = 

I was driving the 1100ce GCooper4i 
ing this time, and thus bed = me 
stand view of a fantastic Goel 
equally matched drivers of 
I do not think that anyooe =a Genp Gee 
SLR Mercedes was a 
racing car than the D- 
exception of brakes, and here = Geum 
had the controversial rear 2i-Srak= = 
balance the discs of the Jaguar 

In spite of this superiomty =& Ge 
car, Hawthorn held Fangio all ie way 
constant passing and repassing & “ese 
was truly unforgettable. I can a= 
this occasion Mike fully proved Sis =i=p 
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maitch the world’s finest. 

Having said this, I must take issue 
correspondent on the subject of Sariee Bless. 
whom I still feel to have been ome 
best drivers, and certainly the best si-coumaer 

For anyone to compete successtaly =& 
500cc event, a saloon car racé, 2 Spor 
race and a Grand Prix type evem, all a= 
same day, as did Moss on the occasion 
Daily Express Silverstone meetings, is 
outstanding genius. Not only this, Moss 
put up outstanding performances in 
as the Alpine Rally, and his Mille Migha 
the Mercedes must rank as an all-time 
BURNLEY, LANCS Joux Baows~ 


Then as now? 


Good news of the week (AvrosPo®™, Mach 7. 
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but still there was that sense of refreshing 
exhilaration which always puts its stamp on the 
first meeting of every season. It was good to 
be around racing cars again, and the murk of 
the late morning was forgotten. 

Throughout the qualifying sessions, many minds 
were thousands of miles away, at Kyalami, where 
the South African GP was in progress. A radio 
report was due at half past one. Half an hour 
before that, somebody heard the news of Tom 
Pryce’s accident. As at Brands Hatch nine years 
ago, when word of Jim Clark’s death began to 


Silverstone last Saturday was cool and overcast, filter through, everyone in the paddock seemed to 


Tom Pryce 


know within a couple of minutes, and all the 
pleasure of the day was gone. 

At 27, Tom Pryce was a popular man with 
spectator, journalist and fellow driver alike. 
A quiet and easy-going individual, his climb 
to the upper reaches of motor racing was 
achieved solely by his own effort and dedication. 
His background was not a wealthy one and there 
was no way he could progress by the increasingly 
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Seven years ago, we 
Tom Pryce when he woo 
Crusader Championship at Siyesiazme & 
The prize was a Formule Ford cae and Don 
on his way. In 1971, he was the 
of the now-defunct Formula FIG). aac @ 
in the few Formula Vee races & t= 
part. The following year, he took = ==> =p 


q 
i 
if 


1973, and he was chosen as driver for the Tone= 
Fl project. 

Together, they made their first appearance =f 
Silverstone in the Daily Express Trophy in 1974 
a race which ended in victory for James Hunt and 
Hesketh. Amid all the resultant hysteria, it was 
easy to overlook the young Welshman in the 
unfamiliar green car. More than once, Tom spun 
during the race, but his flair and enthusiasm were 
impressive to see. He also drove the Token & 
the Belgian Grand Prix at Nivelles, but another 
good showing ended with a minor accident 

For reasons known only to themselves, the AC 
de Monaco turned down the team’s emtry for 
the Grand Prix that year on the grounds thet 
Pryce did not have enough experience. so Tom 
accepted a March ride in the F3 race scommg 
possibly the most convincing win the Formals 
has ever seen. The sight of the lithe wits car 
hurtling into Casino Square in & pecec 
executed power slide is something ome Goes mae 
forget, and must have embarrassed Momegesque 
Officials considerably. In both heat aug Gmel 
Tom’s superiority was such as to be aimost == 
believable. No one could get near him. 

After Peter Revson’s death at Kyalami @e 
Shadow team persuaded Brian Redman to meee 
a comeback to Grand Prix racing, but the Lancer 
trian asked Don Nichols to release him tam 
his contract after only three races. Once more 
there was a vacancy in the team, anc Nechols 
knew whom he wanted. For the Dutch Grane 
Prix, at Zandvoort, Tom Pryce appesres & = 
works Shadow for the first time. 

Pryce’s qualifying performance at Dijom =e 
second Shadow outing, shook everyone. Daal i== 
very last seconds of practice, the Welshman wae 
on the front row, alongside Niki Lauda’s Permar 
Only a tremendous effort by Ronnie Petersam 
put him back on row two. Unhappily, Tom was 
put out of the race in a startline shunt, es Gee 
also happened at Zandvoort. 


Other than those two drives in the Token, Tam 
Pryce’s Grand Prix career was spent entirely wae= 
the Shadow team, through good times anc Sea 
At the start of the 1975 season, it seemed mereiy 
a matter of time before they scored their Sree 
GP victory together. At the Race of Champeoms 
that year, Tom’s DN5 won superbly, but the cars 
competitiveness waned as the season progresses. 
and at year’s and came the shattering news tat 
UOP were withdrawing from racing. Without = 
major sponsor, the team bravely carried om. Sat 
their vastly reduced budget inevitably took =&s 
toll. At best, the DN5 was a midfield runner, Dat 
Pryce continued to try as hard as ever. Only & 
the rain—surely racing’s great equaliser—was his 
ability put in true perspective. In slippery con- 
ditions, Tom’s phenomenal car control would take 
the Shadow right up the leader board. Remember 
Fuji last year? Or the Osterreichring in 1975? 
Only last week, at Kyalami, he topped the prac- 
tice times during the first, wet session. 

Sadly, the record books will tell only of Tom 
Pryce’s win at Brands Hatch two years ago. They 
cannot tell of the glorious, flamboyant 
style which so belied his quiet, patient character, 
nor his amazing and unfashionable loyalty = = 
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him his big break, and he stood by (=== cataa= 


stances merely heightens an already massive Dw 
to Grand Prix racing. On the = Sone 
said that we will now never know jest ow fea 
a driver Tom Pryce might hewe became fect 
think we do, don’t we? in temas of aaa = 
ability, he was at least the equal & ape = 
the world. a 
To Don Nichols, Ales Ress ax Ge Slee 
team, to his family & al 
his wife, Nella, we cox bat Gl Gar see 
condolences at the loss of 2 Gaaeuggai> Gee 
man and a brilliast mom Goer 
wS= 


The Great Days, it would seem, are back. 


actly the ‘same as his winning average in 1976. Like last year, he simply drove away, te ross wee 


Triumph and tragedy 


Brilliant victory by Niki Lauda (Ferrari)—-Bizarre accident claims the lives of Tom Pryce and @ race 
marshal—Scheckter (Wolf) holds off Depailler (Elf-Tyrrell) for second place ahead of early leager 
Hunt (Marlboro-McLaren)—Report and photography : JEFF HUTCHINSON 


The dream that drove Niki Lauda from 
near death back to domination came 
true at Kyalami, but his victory in the 
race and his fight back to the top were 
marred by the horrifying and bizarre 
accident of his fellow driver Tom Pryce. 

It happened on lap 23 of the 78-lap 
race. Two over-eager marshals dashed 
from the pit lane to the other side of the 
track where Pryce’s team-mate had 
come to a safe and briefly fiery halt 
before the main grandstand. Thousands 
watched as the second marshal, slowed 
by the weighty fire extinguisher, was 
struck head on by the Shadow killing both 
the marshal and Pryce instantly. The 
fire extinguisher might as well have been 
a gun. The Shadow ran on, like death’s 
chariot, full speed down the long straight 
where it eventually glanced off the barrier 
and ploughed into the Ligier Matra of 
Jacques Laffite just as he was turning 
into Crowthorne corner. 

Both cars slammed into the retaining 
wall, Laffite escaping from his badly 
wrecked car unhurt, while the stricken 
Shadow and poor Tom Pryce were long 
beyond help. 

It was a tragedy which left little room 
for joy inside the sick hearts of the sur- 
vivors, including Lauda, who upturned 
the bottle of champagne on the heads of 
the screaming spectators below the 
winner’s rostrum and headed off to the 
shelter of his garage. 

For the second year running he had 
-erossed the line on a praver, last year 
with an almost flat tyre, this year with 
a car that he later described as “com- 
pletely gone.” By that he meant oil pres- 
sure and water temperature which had 


been flashing their warning at him for 
the last 25 laps. 

His Ferrari had picked up part of the 
wreckage of Pryce’s accident in the 
underside of its monocoque, which dam- 
aged the water system and he ended up 
with only one third of the usual 12 litres 
of water left in the system. 

It was a brilliantly judged victory, but 
he did not notice that it was him the 
crowds were cheering for, even though 
their own countryman Jody Scheckter 
chased him all the way to the chequered 
flag finishing just five seconds behind. 


As the place-men go on by the flag, Niki has 
already pulled up, and has discovered the 


Shadow’s roll-over bar jammed under .the Ferrari. 


The only other man to lead tie mare 
besides Lauda was pole-man James Hat 
who got ahead at the start Bat Ge 
straight line speed of his Mariiers 
McLaren was not enough to hele Gat 
lead. Lauda moved easily by ater = 
laps of stalking his old adversary. Sat "or 
Scheckter and the eventual thiré-pleced 
driver Patrick Depailler in the Tyrrel & 
was a much harder job, both taking @e 
opportunity of closing the gap 2s Seck 
markers slowed Hunt’s progress om © 
the straight. 

The Wolf went all the way round Crow- 
thorne rubbing wheels with the Mclaren 
before Scheckter could take second place 
on lap 18 while it took Depailler until lap 
67 before executing a similarfy hair- 
raising manoeuvre at the same spot 
which almost had both cars off the track. 
Once by, Depailler closed the gap to 
Scheckter down to just half a second 
while Hunt came in a safe fourth another 
three seconds away, but still well clear 


- of his team-mate Jochen Mass and ie 


Brabham of John Watson who bed == 


A brilliant seventh place. after 
start which put him at the beck 
field, went to Vittorio Bramiwiz 
took his Surtees by half the Geic 3 
ing the understeering Ferrari of 
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countryside just 2 few kilometres away from 
skyscraper profile of Johannesburg, known 
“The City of Gold.” 
Yellow pyramids of fine sand dominate the 
i a permanent reminder and now all 
@er's left of the once gold-rich rock upon which 
Qebennesburg and most of South Africa was built. 
it’s 2 rich nation full of rich people, like Louis 
LLeyt, owner of the newly launched Citizen news- 
paper which, for the second year running, was 
eckinge the South African Grand Prix and picking 
wp over half of this year’s quarter million pound 

Like the first two tracks at Buenos Aires and 
Isteriagos the much improved Kya‘ami circuit 
is @ moody one, but tempered slightly by the 
ettitude which can claim around 100bhp or 20% 
of the power of an F1 engine. 

It is renowned for its sudden changes of 
gharacter. One day the times can be fast, the 
ext day slow, even though the car is left alone. 
Most teams spent a whole week of private testing 
before the race, but when it came to getting the 
time on the day it did not always help. 

Im fact, all the pre-race testing meant nothing 
om the first day when, after five weeks of near 
drought, Kyalami awoke to a steady downpour of 
czin and swirling low clouds that were to last 
the whole day. During the first of the two sessions 
emily a dozen cars took to the track, Hans Stuck, 
lem Scheckter’s replacement in the March team, 
showing off the wet weather attributes of his 
Merch and his own driving style with a com- 
fertably quickest time before the oil pressure 
warming light blinked on and he sat out the rest 
of the day while the engine was changed. 

In the afternoon session, all but three of the 
23 entries did at least a few laps, Tom Pryce 
putting his fine car control to good use 
and setting the fastest time, despite a problem 
wath locking front brakes which was forcing him 
to brake much earlier than usual. 

Niki Lauda showed that he can be just as good 
i the wet as he is in the dry, and he took the 
gecond quickest time of the day behind Pryce 
while Stuck’s earlier time was good enough to 
retain third fastest time of the day. 

Fourth quickest in the wet was Scheckter, 
while fifth, dnd disproving his critics who say 
be can’t drive well in the wet, was Carlos Pace, 
who narrowly headed the fiery Brambilla, reliving 
bis moments of glory when he stormed away 
with the wet Austrian GP two years ago. 

The first day’s wet practice might have given 
the South African spectators the rare sight of 
wetching their heroes wrestling to keep 400- 
odd horses on a tight rein, but it was a pain for 
the drivers and their teams who were beginning 
to wake up to the fact that, in all probability, 
they were going to get a dry day the following 
Gey, and just one hour of timed practice that 
: would count for the grid positions. 


Although the 90 minutes of untimed practice 
om the second day is to be dropped in future 
races, it was still in force here, despite the 
problems caused by the rain on Wednesday, so 
_ when it turned out dry on Thursday, the grid 
| placings were all down to the final hour, and 

what a hectic one it turned out to be. 

. The rain had washed off the track and spread 

@ thin layer of silt, which made the track a lot 

slower than it had been all the previous week, 
| most .drivers complaining that the cars were 
_ sliding a lot more than they had been. 
q Nobody managed to do any sub-lm 16s times 
G@ering the first untimed session, Hunt getting 
the nearest to it with a lm 16.23s while Lauda 
could not better Im 16.27s after repeatedly 
Germing in Im 15.6s times the previous week, 
gad the day before official practice. 

Both Hunt and Lauda were running brand new 
cers. Hunt taking the opportunity of the morn- 
ime session to get down to the sort of fine tuning 
Giet wins him pole positions, for on Tuesday he 
ted managed only a few laps before an engine 
Genie while the previous week with the old ‘T’ 
is bad been disjointed. The only change to 
gee McLaren, the eleventh in the M23 line, 
@ restyled rear anti-roll bar set up and slight 
ing modifications to the front of the 
following the expensive “‘crash test’’ pro- 
carried out on Jochen Mass’s car, 
of the Elf Tyrrell team. 

Gee's mew Ferrari, chassis number 30, 
most of the mew things he had been 
Gesting om the “T™” car, most of those 
cestred around the aerodynamics and 


fabricated suspension peck-up po.nts boited by 
A-tubes to the gearbox casing and the roll-bar has 
been moved underneath these units, as have the 
brake ducts which are neatly incorporated into 
them. 

The battery has been moved next to the oil 
tank and the fire extinguisher back above the 
engine, which is now faired in by a much neater, 
shorter engine cover that stops well before the 
gearbox, there being nothing else interrupting 
the air flow before it reaches the cast triangulated 
wing support and the rear wing. A _ shorter, 
steeper, nose piece has been fitted up front, 
while the large air ducts are now back to the 
original small type. The water radiators have 
also been moved a few centimetres farther for- 
ward and the ducting more exaggerated for better 


air-flow. 


It looked like being another Hunt versus 
Lauda battle for pole position, but as we moved 
into the final vital hour the battle was not with 
the Ferrari but with another red Italian 12- 
cylinder, the experimental Brabham-Alfa Romeo 
BT45B of Carlos Pace, the same car in which 
Watson had set a shattering Im 15.ls during 
private practice. Pace was not happy with his 
usual BT45 race chassis, “it just does not feel 
nice to drive, especially through the fast corners. 
I don’t know what’s wrong with it, perhaps 
there is still something not right after the Brazil 
crash,” said Carlos. 

So he got what he wanted, to run the BT45B 
with its entirely new rear end. “This car feels 
much better, I want to drive this,’’ said Pace. 
He and Hunt battled for pole position, both 
teams hanging out a sub-lm 16.0s time for the 
two cars and when practice was all over neither 
team was sure who had taken pole. Then came 
the official times, Pace was given pole with a 
Im 16.01s, while Hunt was not given better than 
lm 16.15s. A word from the McLaren team and 
a closer look at the official times revealed a 
lm 15.96s, and so for the third time this year 
James Hunt sat on pole position. 

Pace’s worried look after the final session was 


not over his lost pole; after all he was on the. 


front row, and with such a long drag down to 
the first corner from the start he could probably 
put the Alfa into the lead anyhow. What was 
worrying him was the fact that the brake pedal 
had gone right to the floor during the last couple 
of laps, just as it had done the previous week, 
for no apparent reason. The BT45B chassis was 
running only the single caliper front brakes 
unlike the pair of BT45 “race” chassis. This 
potential brake problem and other possible pro- 
blems with the new rear end, which had still 
not been given enough miles for Gordon Murray’s 
satisfaction, did not alter the decision that Pace 
should race the 45B chassis. 


John Watson would have also liked to race 
the new car, for he was not very happy with 
the way his usual race car was handling and 
even less happy with its engine, which finally 
did something nasty inside halfway through the 
final timed session and forced him to park for 
the rest of the hour. “Maybe it was a valve,” 
said John, who had not been able to better 1m 
16.71s with his misfiring engine before it broke. 


the previous week. 

Lauda was also disappointed, even though his 
eventual best of 1m 16.29s was quick enough for 
third spot right behind Hunt. 

The final hour’s: testing after the day’s that 
had gone before saw Lauda have more troubles 
than he had over the entire period. First he was 
forced to stop and change a seat which broke, 
and then, when he went out for his fast time on 
a new set of tyres his run was spoilt by another 
silly thing. 

“When the tyres were put on, or the air put 
in, there must have been some water got inside, 
because the pressures went up too high from 16 
to 22psi and spoiled the handling,” said Niki. 
“Two weeks of testing to get everything right 
and we have to mess it all up in the last hour,” 
he added. But he was not looking that upset, for 
he was probably counting on the fact that he 
would be able to out-drag the McLaren at the 
start and probably lap as fast or faster much 
more easily, for he had got third fastest time 
when the car was bad and for the first time in 
eight months he knew how to make it good 
again. 

Next to Lauda on the second row was the 
first of the two Tyrrell P34s, once again led by 
Patrick Depailler, driving the old P34/2 chassis, 
while Peterson was running a brand new car, 
P34/5. Most of the things like revised fuel system, 
air starter, etc, that he had been testing during 
the previous week had been taken off, and the 
car was back in “standard” trim for the race. 
In order to get the handling right both Tyrrells 
were having to run quite a lot of wing compared 
to other cars and although not slow, they did 
not show their S. American speed advantage on 
the long Kyalami straight. : 

In fact, the fastest of the official straight line 
speeds was set up by Jody Scheckter’s new 
Wolf, which was doing even better than in South 


-America with fifth quickest time overall. A new 


spare chassis was seen throughout the week 
in long and short wheelbase form plus various 
other experimental bits, but in the end it was 
converted to the same specification as the original 
chassis in which Jody set his time and which 
he intended to race, all being well. The fact 
that Scheckter was holding fifth place on the 
grid in only his third race with the car shows 
the big steps forward the team are taking 
although he still feels there is a lot more work 
to be done. 

Mario Andretti did not have the front end of 
his Lotus 78 blow-up or the back end catch fire 
this time, but his practice was still spoiled when 
this time his engine blew up after setting a best 
of Im 16.38s. 

Engines were his trouble all week. “We have 
got the chassis going really well, but what we 
need now are some really good engines to go 
with it,’”’ said Mario who had run Cosworth 


engines most of the week but had a Nicholson- 
McLaren engine fitted when it blew up on Thurs- 
day. 

Andretti’s misfortune was Nilsson’s good luck, 


> 


At times, the World Champion had to fight desperately at Kyalami. Here he shuts the door on Patrick 
Depailler for the umpteenth time. The French Tyrrell driver. finally made it late in the race. 
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for he got to try Andretti’s new tyres, and just 
before the session ended he set tenth quickest 
time with a 1m 16.65s. 

Ronnie Peterson and Carlos Reutemann shared 
the fourth row in the second Tyrrell and Ferrari 
cars, Reutemann also having the same trouble 
with tyres as Lauda. 

Heading the fifth row, ahead of Nilsson, was 
the lone Copersucar of Emerson Fittipaldi, Ingo 
Hoffmann missing from this race. “He is doing 


For a long time, a huge battle was waged between ‘Pace, Mass, Reutemann, Andretti. and Watson. 


F2 and anyway, we are concentrating on one 
car until we get the new car going well. We need 
to get some points,” said Emerson who is begin- 
ning to look more like doing that every time 
out, thanks mainly to the efficient organisation 
of Team Manager Dave Luff. Since the last out- 
ing Luff had fitted a revised suspension geometry 
at the rear (Maurice Philippe is no longer with 
the team) and, according to Emerson, this helped 
the turn-in characteristics of the car a lot more. 

Watson brought up the next row, while along- 
side him was the Ligier of Jacques Laffite. After 
trying a new engine almost every day, he finally 
found one that worked quite well, without losing 
its compression through head distortion around 


team-mate on pole, but an amazing six rows fzr- 
ther back. Jochen’s problem was understeer “IE's 
really bad and I can’t get rid of it, only make & 
a bit better,” said Mass, who was unhappy with 
his ex-T-car chassis no 6, with which he had bed 
such a bad relationship in the past. “im ere= 
beginning to think [ve got something in my 
mind about this car, but I’m sure it’s somethine 
in the front end of the car,” said Jochen The 
car was the oldest in the race, for Ms Srst 
“owner” was Denny Hulme, 

Beside Mass was the brand new Surtees TSIS 
chassis of Vittorio Brambilla, which after over 
heating troubles in private testing had gone Back 
to the usual twin oil coolers at the rear to supple 
ment the new one mounted in the front The 
cockpit section (with Ferrari style ducts) was aise 
new on the Surtees, for which “Big John” was 
hoping great things after very encouraging testime 
times, Only to be spoiled by a broken valve sprime 
and subsequent sick engine in the vital Smal 
hour. Despite his troubles, Vittorio was very en- 
thusiastic about his car’s handling, as was Binder 
in the Durex car, which was even farther back 
in 19th spot after blowing its engine early on 
in the final hour. 

Tom Pryce went from the top of Wednesday's 
times to 15th on Thursday when he unhappily 
reported that his Shadow’s engine “wouldn't 
pull the skin off a rice pudding,” while similar 
dramas such as faulty fuel metering unit, electrics, 
and then a broken exhaust pipe saw Zorzi down 
in 18th place. In fact, this was a good effort, 
for he had not managed any laps the previous 
day because of a broken engine. 

Most disappointing of all the tail-end runners 


’ was Clay Regazzoni in the Ensign, still using his 


Brazil chassis. Although there was a new one 
on hand, it was in fact never run, for it was 
not equipped with the better rising-rate titanium 
springs of the older chassis. Said Morris Nunn, 
“He says the handling is good,” and according 
to the official straight-line speed trap the top 
speed was not that bad (270.27kph compared 
with Hunt~at 272.96kph), so both Nunn and 
Regazzoni were left scratching their heads. 
The Marches of Ribeiro and Stuck shared 
the ninth row, both drivers trying really hard, 
if the angles of the cars around some of the 
corners were anything to go by. But Ribeiro’s 
best. was still 1.5 secs off the pace. “It has very 
bad oversteer and we cannot do enough to stop 
it without going too slow down the straight,” 
said Ribeiro. Stuck’s car had been put back to 
the standard narrow track suspension following 
Howden Ganley’s testing the previous week in 


. wider track form. 


Binder and Zorzi shared the tenth row, while 
the eleventh row was shared by Boy Hayje and 
Larry Perkins. Hayje did well to record a 1: 19.59 
first time out both in the F&S RAM-March 761 
and at Kyalami, especially as a lot of his time 
during the final hour was lost while a leaking 


Watson's Brabham-Alfa BT45B set the quickest time ever at Kyalami during testing, but the race was a different matter, John being slowed by understeer 


which progressively worsened. Mario Andretti, following here, retired after a coming-together with Carlos Reutemann, 
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Geske caliper had to be changed, his March still 
Seed with single caliper front brakes unlike the 

: works cars. Perkins was content to lap 
*% ©217 in the Stanley-BRM entry, which turned 
wee S be an old P201 chassis fitted with the 
Geetching old engine unit. 

The 207 had been tested the previous week, 
ged blown its engine. There was only one spare 
“ existence, so the team decided to race the 
SPP with its old type engine, the car last used 
& Ie Ashley in Brazil in 1976. The old car had 
Geen pet on a ship three weeks earlier, and it 
e-wed looking as if it had been used as the 
Geis Seurehead in a force 10 gale! Its first out- 
ime se its engine blow up in two laps, while 
= Teersday it stopped after one lap, and was 
Ghee cecmssitated for another few laps. During 
Ses Gee Perkins managed to learn the track 
ena qualify with a surprisingly good time, espe- 
call es the BRM was clocked on the straight 
= = breathtaking 239kph! Larry did the best he 
eeel@ and wore a smile even at the bad jokes, 
wale BRM team manager Aubrey Woods was 

> mat Gbere to face the press, but sent his innocent 
@uiettete Neil Walker from the engine design 
Geperseent “A water pump problem” was what 
ee wes tellime the few interested enquirers ask- 
Gee Stet the mew car and engine. Apparently it 
ee Seo iniets weich somehow successfully 
Ge Sees each other to prevent water circulat- 
Wee Geeoee the engine at high revs, with the 
Weeeis “be radiators are cool and the engine 
Seeeeets end blows up. A single inlet pump is 
ft =z 


Geet the grid was an unlucky Brett 
who managed to get his wrecked car 
& “me thanks to his B&S crew and the 
help of local engineering wizard Ken 
& Between them they virtually rebuilt 
Seeset monocogue. 


Gee Se extimed session, Lunger had the 
Genre => because of a cracked scavenge 

Quite wes changed for the final session, 
Sie meter bed already been damaged and it 
Gee giver jest one fiying lap. “But at least 
gece said the ever cheerful Lunger, who 


mock to smile about with 


Geeonds after the start, Hunt snatches the lead from ‘Lauda, Scheckter and Pace as the field heads into Crowthorne Corner. 


THE GRAND PRIX 


A twenty-minute pre-race warm-up session several 
hours before the 1.30pm start saw no problems 
among the 23-car field. The Ligier team was try- 
ing a bracing bar across the vee of the heads 
with the hope that it would cut down vibration 
and any possible recurrence of the plug and 
valve seat troubles it has been suffering this 
year. Pace’s Brabham had also been exhaustively 
stripped and the braking system renewed, and a 
small driveshaft modification had been made in 
a bid to prevent brake knock-off at the rear on 
full suspension travel, which was thought to be 
the case of his earlier braking problems. 


Despite threatening black clouds which blocked 
out the hot South African sun at regular inter- 
vals, the rain held off until after the race. 

The field lined up, and the green light went 
on right on time. Hunt made a better start than 
usual, while Pace on the outside got left behind 
with too much wheelspin. By the time the field 
came into view over the brow of the long main 
straight just after the start, the red-and-white 
McLaren showed firmly in the lead with Lauda 
trying the outside and Scheckter slotting in be- 
hind. For a second it looked as though Lauda 
was going to pull by the McLaren going into the 


> 


After dropping almost to last place on lap one, Brambilla drove his heart out with the Surtees. 


The nose shows evidence of frequent contact with Watson’s Brabham which finished just ahead. . . . 


Early in the race, Gunnar Nilsson’s JPS 78 leads the ill-fated Tom Pryce (Shadow) and Clay Regazzoni 


(Ensign). 
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first turn, but he eased back and slotted in ahead 
of Scheckter, the rest of the field kéeping a 
sensible single file behind. Depailler had moved 
into fourth place, while Pace was back in fifth 
spot and Mass, Andretti, Peterson, Fittipaldi and 
Reutemann completing the leading bunch. 

Right at the tail end of the field after making 
bad starts were Pryce and Brambilla, the Italian’s 
clutch, slipping at the start, but then fortunately 
coming right. ’ 

As the race settled down, Hunt and Lauda 
puiled out a few yards over Scheckter and 
Depailler, while Pace was already beginning to 
feel the first signs of understeer on the Brabham 
and was falling back slowly—but not slowly 
enough to let Mass, Andretti, Peterson and Reute- 
mann get ahead, although they were all trying 
hard. Fittipaldi had fallen back to lead Watson, 
Stuck, Laffite and Nilsson, who made up the next 
bunch. 

But all the attention of the crowd was rivetted 
on the first two cars. Lauda was sitting right in 
the slipstream of the McLaren, and it was cer- 
tainly only a matter of time before the Ferrari 
pulled ahead. The move came at the start of 
the seventh lap, when the Ferrari pulled out of 
Hunt’s slipstream and was well ahead as they 
went into braking for the tight Crowthorne bend 
at the end of the straight. The South African 
crowd cheered more crazily than if it had been 
their own Scheckter who had just taken the 
lead. 


There was no doubt about it, the crowd all | 


wanted to see Lauda win. When a man is at the 
top, they like to see him fall, but when he falls 
the way Lauda did, and then gets up to fight 
again, he wins their hearts—especially as the 
man whose turn it was to eat his dust was the 
current new man at the top. 

Next time around, Lauda weaved the Ferrari 
down the straight to break Hunt’s tow, and by 
lap 10 the Ferrari was already romping away to 
@ victory that looked impossible to stop. 

Hunt's interest moved to the Wolf of Scheckter. 
Without the tow of the Ferrari the McLaren was 
gradually slipping back into the Wolf’s jaws, 
Hunt saying later that the early pressure applied 
by Lauda on full tanks had also produced slight 
problems with the imside shoulder of the front 
left tyre: “It was getting more and more difficult 
to turm into the corners.” 


Scheckter finally made his move on lap 18 
going into the first turn, just as Lauda had. The 
Wolf pulled out of the McLaren’s slipstream and 
dived for the inside of the tight right-hand bend, 
but Hunt was determined to hold his place. All 
the way through the corner they were side-by- 
side, puffs of blue rubber smoke shooting up 
from between the rear tyres as they touched 
several times through the corner, Hunt finally 
having either to give way at the exit or to run 
out of road. Afterwards a casual Hunt com- 
mented, “Oh, it’s alright if it’s wheel to wheel; 
it’s when you get a wheel between the others 
that it gets a bit dodgy!” It didn’t look so 
all right from the outside! 

This sure was a close motor race. 

Farther down the field, it was getting just as 
exciting, Brambilla gave everybody a weak heart 
as he consistently dived to the inside and over- 
took cars into Crowthorne, most of their drivers 
not having the nerve to argue with him as Hunt 
had done with Scheckter. As one said, “When 
you look across and see Vittorio locked up and 
smoking past you under braking, you don’t say, 
excuse me, and try to shut the door.’’ Some 
were brave enough to do just that, but from 
almost last on the first lap he was up to eleventh 
place by lap 20 and pushing a slowing Fittipaldi 
hard for tenth, the Copersucar troubled by fading 
rear brakes. 

The position uv front was set for a while, 
Lauda holding around 5secs over Scheckter, who 
was not making any noticeable impression on 
the gap. Behind, Hunt was falling back slowly 
and was now busy with Depailler, the Elf-Tyrrell 
man looking for a way by to third place. There 
was now quite a long gap to the second group, 
still being led by Pace, but less the Tyrrell of 
Peterson which had stopped after just five laps 
with no fuel pressure, thought to be caused by 
either a fuel metering unit or relief valve 
problem. ; 

The retirement of Peterson did little to relieve 
the pressure on Pace, however, for every lap he 
was having to hold off determined attacks from 
Mass, Reutemann, Andretti and Watson, Fittipaldi 
and Brambilla came next, while Stuck was being 
chased hard for the next place by Laffite and 
Pryce. After a bad start at the back of the field, 
Tom had followed Brambilla up and into a good 
placing very soon after the start. 

It was on lap 20 that the sequence of events 
started that ended in disaster. Remzo Zorzi, run- 
ning back in nimeteenth spot, pulled his Shadow 
up halfway down the pit row om the cutside 


which killed the fire that had virtually died 
down by itself. Just when the smal] drama seemed 
over, two marshals suddenly jumped the pit 
barrier and ran across the track at a point 
where visibility was very limited. The first mar- 
shal, a few feet ahead of the second, just made 
it across safely while the second, 19-year-old 
Jansen van Vuuren, was hit square on by Pryce 


as he raced at full speed almost side by side 


with Stuck whom he was trying to pass. 

The marshal was thrown along the car and to 
the side of the track like a rag doll while the 
Shadow continued at full speed down the track, 
Pryce almost certainly killed instantly by the 
marshal’s fire extinguisher. The Shadow veered 
at a shallow angle across the track and ran 
along the inside barrier, eventually bouncing off 
it back across the track right into the path of 
the oncoming Ligier, which Pryce had passed 
only a couple of laps before. 

The Shadow bounced high into the air and 
slammed into the outside catchfencing and re- 
taining wall, Laffite ending up there too, the 
French driver lucky to escape with nothing 
worse than a couple of bruised knees, although 
his car was badly damaged. 

From then on, all pleasure in the race was 
lost, but it carried on through to the end which 
could not come soon enough for Niki Lauda, in 
more ways than one. : 

His Ferrari had picked up part of the wreck- 
age of Tom Pryce’s car, part of the roll bar, 
which was jammed in the left side and had upset 


the water system. The engine started to overheat: 


as it lost its water and with 25 laps to go Niki 
was getting warning signs that the oil pressure 
was dropping. He had slowed at the time of the 
crash allowing Scheckter to close right up, but 
he soon opened out the lead again which he 
kept to the finish. But nobody knew just how 
close: Lauda came to not finishing until the 
chequered flag came out. 

He immediately pulled the Ferrari off the track 
and parked, and after a very subdued presenta- 
tion ceremony the Austrian said that his car 
‘‘was completely finished.” A closer lobk showed 
only four out of the usual twelve litres of water 
left in the water system, while almost eertainly 
the engine would have blown up during the next 
lap or two. 

Although it was still Jody Scheckter chasing 
Lauda over the line for second, there was a 
Monza-type greeting for Lauda as fans flooded 
the track and surrounded him as he fought his 
way from his parked car back up the pit lane. 

Patrick Depailler came in third, just half a 
second behind his old team-mate and almost 
three seconds clear of Hunt, who had fought to 
hold him off for over half the race, finally losing 
the battle with eleven laps to run. 

Depailler made repeated attempts to get by 
Hunt going into Crowthorne and on lap 67 he 
pulled out of the McLaren's slipstream ready to 
go by on the inside. But Hunt had other ideas. 
He moved the Marlboro car across the track 
squeezing Depailler on to the hard shoulder 
and almost into the barrier. By this time the 
two cars were into the braking area and the 
drivers were committed to their actions which 
fortunately did not end so tragically as had the 
earlier one at the same spot, although for « 
while it looked as though it might. 

The Tyrrell bounced across the imside of the 
corner and Depailler scrambled around the bend 
half sideways, completely off line he had 
Hunt on his outside also forced of Ii 
was no way Hunt could stop the 
getting out of the comer ahead of 
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more exaggerated understeer 

a again before the end, but by 

time, “there was a bad vibration at the back 

the car,” which may not have helped his under- 

troubles, either. He finally finished a dis- 

twelfth, two laps down, after his great first- 
effort. 

Also missing from this group and the final 
results was the Lotus of Mario Andretti who 
after being passed by Reutemann and Watson in 
the early stages of the race, got ahead of Watson 
again, but fell foul of Reutemann’s back wheel 
with his own front right wheel, trying to out- 
manoeuvre the understeering Argentine at the 
tight left-hander called Clubhouse. The impact 
knocked the front wheel out of line and Mario 
came into the pits to retire. 

So it was left to Watson to pick up the final 
point, less than half a second behind Mass after 
@ really hard drive which also saw him take 
fastest lap of the race, set on lap 7 while still 
on full tanks. Later in the race the track got 
very slippery. 

Brambilla took a well-earned seventh place 
after passing a desperately understeering Reute- 
mann near the end of the race, but almost spoiling 


his fine drive when trying to pass Watson a few . 


laps later. 


Twice he had an almost suicidal run down the 
imside into Crowthorne Bend. The first time he 
backed off at the last minute and splintered the 
nose of his Surtees against the Brabham’s rear 
wheel, while the second time he managed to get 
by but then was going so fast he could not make 
the corner and went rallying over the sandy out- 
side edge which did the nose a further power of 
no good. He still managed to hold his place to 
the end, however, although a scant three seconds 
ahead of Reutemann in eighth place. 


Ninth was Clay Regazzoni, who never really 
shone all weekend with the Ensign which he said 
was still suffering from a slow engine, while his 
slow start in the race was caused by bad brakes 
and an understeer problem. Towards the end of 
the race the handling got much better, a point 
borne out by the fact that his own fastest lap 
tame shortly before half distance while most of 
the fastest laps were set in the fifteen laps when 
the track was not so slippery. 

From first to ninth place the cars were covered 
by just 46 seconds after an hour and three- 
quarters of racing, just to demonstrate just how 
close and hard fought the race was. 

Fittipaldi came in a disappointed tenth, a fur- 
ther 26s down, the last driver to remain unlapped 
by the flying Lauda. 

A lap behind was the Surtees of Binder, while 


Shortly after the accident, with the marker boards on the left gone (hit by the Shadow), Lauda’s lead has been cut back from 6s, and Scheckter’s Wolf 


is right back on the Ferrari’s tail. 
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As Mario Andretti’s car turns into Crowthorne, the tragic accident is about to happen. Barely visible 
in the photograph, over half-a-mile down the road, the cars of Stuck and Pryce are cresting the 
rise under the Dunlop bridge. Between the two cars— right over the blind brow—is Jansen van 
Vuuren, the marshal who lost his life in the accident. Poor Tom Pryce also died instantly, his car 
careering on down to Crowthorne at full throttle before striking Laffite’s Ligier, four rows of catch 


fencing and, finally, a concrete wall. 


also a lap down came Nilsson’s Lotus which had 
to stop for a tyre change and new nose (follow- 
ing the accident) although before that it had been 
going slowly with a poor engine from which he 
said he could only coax 10,200rpm on the straight, 
600 less than it should be. 

Completing the list of finishers were Pace and 
Brett Lunger, two laps down, Lunger’s March 
also suffering from an acute power shortage. 

Five laps down, and the final runner, was Larry 
Perkins, who despite finishing on 104 cylinders 
and with weak arms from a steering vibration 
(when the weights came off the front wheels), he 
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was smiling at the fact that he -had actually 
managed to finish and get some racing miles. 
however slow, under his belt this year. 

The only other retirements were the Marche: 
of Stuck and Ribeiro, which blew up on laps 55 
and 66 respectively, Stuck hardly caring abow 
anything other than his good fortune at missing 
the marshal by a couple of inches. 

While Jody’s second’ place now puts him bac 
in the lead of this year’s World Championship 
standings there was one message which came 
out loud and clear from South Africa—watch 
out—Lauda’s back! 
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A “hairy” combination, Tony Strawson plus 8.1- litre Capri, hold off Nick Whiting’s 3.4 V6 Escort. 


BRANDS HATCH 


Season's cracking start 


If the close competition and quality of 
Sunday’s racing at the opening Brands 
Hatch meeting is any indication, the 1977 
club motor racing season will be a vintage 
one. The eight-race programme, organised 
by BRSCC HQ, saw wins for Philip Bull- 


' man and Ashley Ward (both in their first 


FF2000 events), Bernard Devaney and 
Peter Lawrence (FF1600 heats), Don Mac- 
leod (FF1600 heat and final), Derrick 
Brunt (Prodsaloons) and Tony Strawson 
(Special saloons), all of them after closely 
fought, incident-packed races. 

The packed programme, allowing barely a 20 
minute break between practice and racing, started 
with the first of three 10-lap qualifiers for the 
Townsend Thoresen FF1600 Championship round. 
Sensation of the grid was Francisco Serra, former 
Brazilian kart champion, whose only single- 
seater experience before Sunday was in Formula 
Vee in his home country. In his works-entered 
Van Diemen, Serra, nicknamed ‘ Chico,” lapped 
in 52s dead, putting him 0.2s ahead of the con- 
siderably more experienced Mike Blanchet’s works 
Lola, and 0.6s in front of Russell Dell’s Tiga. 

All three made good starts, but it was Serra 
into Paddock first with Dell taking Blanchet 
round the outside to follow the young Brazilian 
up towards Druids with Peter Lawrence, Austra- 
lian Rod MacLeod and Brian Sims following 
close behind. On the second lap, Blanchet slipped 
past Dell in a well-calculated move at Paddock, 
a manoeuvre he repeated on the next lap to take 
the lead from Serra, his experience showing early 
on. But the FF debutant would not let it rest 
and, changing his tactics from lap to lap, tried 
first the inside, then the outside line to recapture 
his lead, succeeding on lap six, when he eased 
past in a side-by-side run up the hill. He stayed 
in front until the final lap when Van Diemen 
and Lola touched. Blanchet rolled — fortunately 
without personal injury —,and Lawrence and Dell 
slipped through to head Serra at the flag. A 
cracking start. 

Heat two followed with 1976 TEAC champion 
Tony Halliwell sitting on pole with 5ls dead 
in the ex-Derek Daly Hawke with Stuart Veitch 
(Royale) and Robert Coates (Hawke) alongside. 
This time Halliwell took the starting advan- 
tage and no doubt pleased his new sponsors, 
Fairview Estates, by leading the first lap, until 
the superior experience and newer car of Bernard 
Devaney put the popular Irishman in front. 

To break up the single-seaters came the open- 
img round of the new Century Supreme Special 
Saloon Car Championship with, as expected, the 
immaculate new 3.4-litre Ford Escort of Nick 
Whiting — finished only last week — on the pole. 
His 494s put him a good 1.4s ahead of Tony 
Strawson’s “hairy” 8-litre Capri entered by the 
ubiquitous Marshall-Wingfield organisation and 
2.Gs ahead of Tony Dickimson’s 2-litre Escort. 
The smaller Escort made 2 good start, but it was 
Seeewterss who led =e thee bel te Dreids to 
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start 10 closely-fought laps in which these two 
special saloon experts were never separated by 
more than half a second. Whiting’s persistent 


-attempts to get alongside at the start of Brab- 


ham straight failed as the superior power of the 
Capri allowed Strawberry to pull away down the 
straight. Half a length separated them at the 
finish—a superb race. 

The third, and quickest, Formula Ford heat 


followed, with five different chassis occupying. 


the five places on the first two rows — an indica- 
tion, perhaps, that the supremacy of the Hawke 
will come under heavy fire this season. 

Former FF champion and one of the most ex- 
perienced men in the formula, Don Macleod, put 
the works Van Diemen on pole with David 
Leslie, runner-up in last year’s Dunlop Star of 
Tomorrow contest, alongside with his Royale, the 
front row completed by the Crosslé of David 
McLeeland. Macleod made a superb start, as 
did Leslie, but while the latter missed a gear, 
Frank Bayes, James Weaver (who had com- 
pletely rebuilt his Hawke after it was involved 
in someone else’s practice accident on Wednes- 
day), Roger Pedrick and Nick Orford slipped past. 
Macleod, McLeeland and Bayes pulled slowly 
away and the interest was centred on Leslie’s 
progress through the field, aided somewhat by 
James Weavers’ spin coming out of Druids which 
helped him into fourth by lap six. ; 

Yet more single-seaters, this time the consola- 
tion race for Formula Ford 2000 competitors, of 
which nearly 50 were entered for this meeting 
—a tribute, indeed, to the success of this three- 
year-old formula. The front row had Elden 
employee Ashley Ward in Frank Bradley’s car, 
Londoner Ken Eady with a Dulon and Chris 
Fearon’s Titan. After warm-up laps, Ward made 
a bad start and it was Fearon and the wily Syd 
Fox, in the barely-tested Palliser, who took the 
initial advantage but Ward made up one place by 
the end of lap one when the order was Fearon, 
Ward, Fox. It stayed that way for six laps until 
Fox passed Ward at Paddock only to visit the 
pits at the end of the lap as his rear wing was 
falling off. 

The first of the new single-class Production 
events had attracted a rather disappointing 15 
cars, but they made up for their lack of num- 
bers with some superb racing, the highlight being 
the four-car battle up front. Two of the four 
Manitou LE BMWs sandwiched Tony Lanfranchi’s 
unsponsored Monorep-prepared BMW on the front 
row, David Taylor on pole and Derrick Brunt 
the other side. 

It was Lanfranchi whose scorching start set 
the pace for the 15-lapper as he led into Paddock 
ahead of Brunt, Taylor, Jock Robertson in the 
Mayfair Opel Commodore, Alan Minshaw’s Man- 
chester Liners Demon Tweeks Opel and Malcolm 
Prior’s Strand Garages Vauxhall Magnum. Brunt 
had put Lanfranchi into second place by the end 
of lap two establishing the pattern that was to 
remain. Despite the lack of changing places, 
however, the sight of about five tons of 3-litre 
saloons in close formation around the Kent track 
certainly goes some way to justify MCD’s decision 


to lumit the semes £0 the ame Gass. KooeT SE 
all he could in his effects to pass Taylor, 
Commodore appearing to be commected to 
BMW much of the time. 

Feature event of the day was the opening 
round of the Lord’s Taverners FF2000 series, this — 
event titled in honour of guest John Alderton — 
The increasing strength of this formula can Be ~ 
gauged from the presence of seven differemt 
chassis in the eight top places on the grid for 
what was to be one of the most competitive 
FF2000 events ever staged. Philip Bullman’s 
Hawke with a new Rowland engine (see Sports 
Extra) sat on the pole, his 48.4s less than 1s out 
side the lap record — an impressive achievememt 
for his first race in the formula. Returned from 
FAtlantic, Jeremy Rossiter’s Reynard was in the 
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_ middle, with Rad Dougall’s Royale on the outside 


ahead of Robert Cooper (Merlyn) and Venezualam 
Oscar Notz (Crosslé), Rick Morris (Ray), Nei 
Betteridge (Dulon) and Adrian Reynard. 
Bullman, Cooper, Rossiter and Dougall were 
hotfoot off the line, Bullman moving into the 
lead just as he entered Paddock, but Cooper 
had the advantage by the end of lap one. The 
former FF1600 star and Cooper were wheel to 
wheel for five laps, Bullman moving right up om 
Cooper each lap out of Clark Curve, only to see 
him pull away as the superior power of the 
Merlyn told. At Paddock, Bullman slipped through 
leading up the hill followed by Frank Sytner, who 
started from a lowly grid position following prac- 
tice problems. Cooper’s engine was failing him 
and he soon visited the pits, leaving Bullmam 
about 2s ahead of Rossiter, Sytner and Dougall 
who could easily have been covered with one 
large double bed sheet. Their preoccupation with 
one another distracted them from any efforts 
to catch Bullman and he went on to win. 
Dusk was threatening and BRSCC Executive 
Director Peter Browning was halfway through 
one of his “hurry up” war dances as the 
FF1600s came out for the Townsend Thoresen 
championship race. Macleod, McCleeland and 
Leslie sat on the front row with Frank Bayes 
and Derek Devaney behind. This 15-lapper con- 
firmed Don Macleod and Van Diemen as early 
season leaders as he gave a faultless display 
of driving despite a very strong challenge from 
the youngster Leslie. He passed Devaney into 
Paddock on lap three and repeated that favourite 
manoeuvre on McLeeland two laps later—a 
“Star of Tomorrow” who is certainly living up 
to his promise. Having figured in the slowest of 
the three heats, “Chico” Serra started on the 
last but one row of the grid but steady progress 
and expert and tidy driving, took him to 13th on 
lap two, 10th by lap six, seventh by lap 10 and 
into fifth by the chequered flag—another Braziliam 
in the mould of that other FF beginner, Emerson 


what’s his name? 
ROBIN BRADFORD 


Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford Championship, heat 
(10 laps): 1, Peter Lawrence (Royale Rowland RP3A), 
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Century Supreme Special Saloon Car Championship Race 
‘(10 .aps) ; overail: 1, Tony Strawson (8.0 'Ford Capri), Sm 
85.70mph; 2, Nick Whiting (3.4 Ford Escort), Sm 
5.85; 3, Tony Dickinson (2.0 Ford Escort), 8m 48s ; 
Peter ‘Baldwin (1.3 Mini Clubman), 8m 49.85, Over 2500ce 
1, Strawson; 2, Whiting, Fastest lap: Whiting, 492 
88.07mph. 1301ce to 2500cc: 1, Dickinson; 2, ‘Brian D 
(1.8 Ford Escort) ; 3, Barry Barnes \(1.8 Ford Escort). Fast 
lap: Dickinson, 51.6s, 83.97mph. 100lcc to 1300cc: 1, = 


win; 2, ‘Richard Oliver (1.3. Mini Longman); 3, ; 
Leeks (1.3 Ford Escort), Fastest Jap: Baldwin, Sis 
83.97mph. ‘ 


Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford Championship, heat © 
(10 taps) : 1, Don MacLeod (Vian ‘Diemen Scholar), 6m 36 
83.55mph; 2, ‘David McCleeland |(Crossle 30F), 8m 42.68; 
David Leslie (Royale RP24), 8m 23.23; 4, Frank B: 
(image Rowland FF2B), 8m 44s, Fastest lap: MacLeod 
Leslie, 51s, 84.96mph, 

BRSCC Formu.a Ford 2000 Challenge Race (15 laps) = 
Ashley Ward (Elden ‘Minister Mk 22), 12m 31.8s, 8645m5= 
2, Chris Fearon (Titan Titan Mk 10), 12m 39.4s; 3, 
Eady (Du'on Nelson MP20), 12m 41.6s; ‘ 
(Renard ‘Newbridge SF77), 12m 52.88, Fastest lap: 
49.4s, 87.7imph. 

Capital Radio Production Saloon Car Champlomaaa 
(15. laps): 1, Derrick Brunt (3.0 BMW 30Si), 

i i (3.0 30Si), 14m S¥te5 
, 14m 58s; 4, Jock & 


Opel Commodore GS/E), 14m 59s; 5, Alam 
shaw (2.8 Opel Commodore GS/E), 15m 03.85; ©. 
Moore (2.8 Opel Commodore GS/E), 15m 20-65) 


lap: Brunt, Taylor, Lanifranchi and ‘Robertson, 59s, 

John Alderton Formuia Ford 2000 Championship 
laps): 1, ‘Philip Bullman (Hawke Rowland D a 
25.4s, 87.94mph; 2, Jeremy Rossiter (Spax Reynard 5 
lém 28s; 3, Frank Sytner (Foxcub Dulon Fewkes @f 
lém 28.2s; 4, Rad Dougall (Royale Titan RP25). 
29s; 5, Oscar Notz (Crossie Titan 31F), l6m 35685 
Stuart Baird (Hawke Titan DL16), lém 50.4s. F 
Rossiter, 48.2s, 89.90mph. 


Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford Championship Race 
laps; : 1, Don Macleod (Van Déemen Scholar), l2m 

ry David Leslie (Royale RP24), l2m 58.2s> 
(Crossie 307°). 13 O24s; 4 & 
Devaney (Hawke Burton DLi7), 13m 05-65; 5, Frecc 
(Van BNemen Scholer RFTT). ide GEBs: 6 Peter 
Royele Rowlend SF34). ISe Bi @s Fastest lap: Mac 
MrC ested, Lesle and Sem, Se BS Srce 


eee 


yoncern in Portugal . . 


s Allan Wilkinson, Boreham’s new rally develop- 


nent engineer (second from the left) discusses the situation with the 
sechanics while Peter Ashcroft (right) seems somewhat less than enamoured 


vith the intrusion of the cameraman. 


Tyre technology 


irelli’s steel braced Portuguese triumph 


manlop and Ford’s tyre problems on 
he Rally of Portugal last week only 
ighlighted the two distinct require- 
nents necessary for British forestry 
tyle racing on thé one hand and 
uropean rough road events, incor- 
orating long distance stages over 
urfaces varying from Morocco-style 
ough (very !) to smooth, hard-packed 
ravel — all within the space of one 
est. Waldegaard’s punctures (four 
Itogether, two of which occurred 
m A2s and two on M&S) cost him 
ver llm_ altogether, while Ari 
fatanen suffered two M&S punctures 
m stages 20 and 21 which, together 
vith a stop to investigate a noise 
rom the rear axle on SS22, cut his 
im lead to zero. Such critical time 
psses are not made up easily and, 
vhile Ford suffered the conse- 
juences, the entire Fiat ensemble 
managed to drive the whole rally 
without a single really critical punc- 
ure. 

The reason was simple. Fiat were 
ising a new type of P7 (mud and 
now pattern) which was steel-braced 
md weighed some 1} kilos more 
han the usual type. We gather that 
his tyre had steel bracing both in 
he sidewalls and under the tread 
itself; while the familiar P7 pat- 
ern tends to inhibit the passage of 
harp flints getting through to the 
yase Of .the tread. The strength of 
his phenomenal tyre could be 
gauged by the fact that Verini had 


Man with problems. John Horton was 
ooking after Ford’s tyre require- 
ments in Portugal. Here he discusses 
the construction of Dunlop’s latest 
Safari rubber. 


a stub axle failure during a test 
which allowed the entire unit to bore 
its way into the sidewall. He drove 
12km in this fashion, yet the. tyre 
still held air at the end of the stage! 

Meanwhile, Waldegaard suffered 
two punctures on SS16 as soon as he 
switched to A2s after the Povoa halt. 
He also lost a critical amount of 
time in Arganil 1 and 2 (the longest 
test of the rally—an incredibly rough 
42km) and incurred a minute’s road 
penalty while the axle was re-fettled 
following the battering sustained 
while the car was being driven on 
the rim. 

This was the final straw, and on 
stages 30 and 31 Dunlop’s experi- 
mental Safari tyre was tried. Un- 
fortunately Dunlop only had three 
of these tyres in Portugal, having 
intended to test them before the 
event. Now two of them were fitted 
to the rear and Waldegaard com- 
pleted Candosa and Vidual without 
trouble. These Safari tyres follow 
the P7 idea and are steel] rather 
than textile braced radials (unlike 
the ordinary M&S). They use an 
M&S pattern and look identical. 
Owing to the fact that only three 
were available, the tyres were only 
used for a total of 32 stage kuilo- 
metres, so it is scarcely possible to 
say how effective they really are in 
inhibiting punctures. 

Fiat in fact used P7s in two sizes 
and types, but the wider M&S 205/ 
50 VR 15s predominated in the dry 
conditions. They also used the inter- 
mediate compound P7 Monte Carlo 
and the slick for tarmac. 


Meanwhile Fiat plans still seem 
fairly flexible. Rumours abound. con- 
cerning their arrival in the UK prior 
to the RAC. Certainly Markku Alen is 
pressing hard to get the team over to 
British events; for the 131 is no easy 
car to drive on loose, especially if 
it is rough, and much more develop- 
ment is required in this area. It 
seems most likely that they will 
compete here, probably with one 
car, although Bacchelli is also keen 
to come over to do British national(s) 
before. the season’s end. An event 
like the Lindisfarne or the Castrol 
"77 would seemingly be ideal. As 
there now seems to be some doubt 
over the WCR status of the Radio 
New Zealand International (there is 
talk that a paucity of entries may 


the organisers to imtroduce a 


fame s 
sVile 


ited by Peter Newton 


Leyland: next stop Elba 


Leyland Cars are not now going to 
the Trifels Rally in Germany. This 
event was to have been the third in 
their programme of TR7 development 
this year, but the fact that a large 
proportion of the route has been 
scrubbed together with the encourag- 
ing results obtained from the cars 
recently, has decided the team in 
favour of waiting until Elba for their 
next European venture. 

We gather that much of the Elba 
route has been re-laid with tarmac 
since Jast year which will undoubt- 
edly hand the advantage to any Fiat 
131s which happen to appear (pre- 


sumably Cambiaghi at least, as he 
is contesting the Italian national 
championship for the factory) for 
although the TRs handle exception- 
ally well on tar, there seems to be 
little save a Stratos to catch a well- 
driven 131 in this sort of environ- 
ment. Bacchelli’s times on the tar- 
mac stages of the Rally of Portugal 
last week underline the enormous 
speed of which the lightweight Fiats 
are capable. 


Meanwhile we hear that Pat 


Ryan’s co-driver on the Circuit is 
to be Drexel Gillespie. 


Tony Pond in action on Olivers Mount during the Mintex recently. 


SF 


G5 class, which would enable locally 
prepared rally cars to compete) Fiat 
may not go. However there is little 
doubt that they will go to NZ if 
the event remains a WCR qualifier. 
Ari Vatanen is certain to go how- 
ever, and Henry Liddon will be co- 
driving 


‘Pur 
speculation’ 


Rumours certainly flourish in Europe. 
One of the more amusing ones heard 
in Europe was that Leyland Cars 
might be planning a TR7 entry on 
Elba for Achim Warmbold! As far 
as we are aware such a situation 
could not be contemplated, if only 
because there is no available spare 
car, aside from several other con- 
siderations. But then you never 
know, do you... Achim was in 
London on Monday evening and we 
gather met Mr Davenport. Just good 
friends? 


@ Our spies in Kenya tell us that 
aside from the usual wife swopping/ 
separations etc, Sandro Munari and 
Mike Parkes have destroyed the 
training Lancia Stratos on its first 
day out. No details of the accident 
were available as we went to Press, 
but we gather that the pair were 
involved in a head-on road accident; 
not an uncommon occurrence in East 
Africa. The Safari currently has 75 
entries. 


Above: Ten kilometres in Arganil don’t leave much rubber remaining after 
Waldegaard’$ puncture. Bjorn still set an incredible fifth fastest time on 
the test! Below: the opposition lines up at scrutineering. 


: 


WAC have just received a Toyota 
GB entry for Ove Andersson’s Celica 
GT on the Circuit of Ireland. The 
ear is being entered in conjunction 
with Neville Johnson, the local 
importers who also have an interest 
i John Haugland’s Skoda 130RS. 
Ove has for some while been under 
pressure from Neville Johnson to 
enter an official car from Belgium, 
end it will be most interesting to 
watch a previous Safari winner try- 
ime his hand at the other major 
rally event at Easter. Before coming 
third in Portugal last weekend, Ove’s 
previous drive in a Celica was on 
the Acropolis last year. He claims 
to be somewhat out of practice! 
But is Andersson really going to 
go? While in Portugal he expressed 
= desire to compete there, but seemed 
tess than totally enthusiastic about 
the possibility of driving the car 
himself. Certainly the money for the 
exercise will not be coming from 
Team Toyota Europe’s budget, and 
one must assume that such a venture 
will be funded by the very keen Irish 
importers or Toyota GB themselves. 


will Andersson drive in Ireland? 


Ireland seems to contain a fund 
of stories and rumours at present; 
one of the most interesting of which 
is that Walter Rohrl is also planning 
to enter the Circuit, in a Kadett 
prepared by Tony Fall. We. gather 
this entry is subject not only to 
German approval, but also to Fall 
finding a suitable engine. The fragi- 
lity of the Kadett torque tube shaft, 
when required to transmit over 200 
bhp at high revs, was once again 
demonstrated at the weekend; for 
despite winning the Dukeries, Mike 
Rawson still encountered problems 
even though a considerably strength- 
ened shaft had been fitted following 
the Mintex failure. The car would 
certainly not have lasted the duration 
of a long event. Should Rohril make 
the start of the Circuit, he is likely 
t® be entered by Sydney Pentland, 
ome of the local Opel dealers. 

Other entries include Adrian Boyd’s 
Alpine (in which he finished fourth 
wo years ago) and Malcolm Wilson’s 
Gi RS2000. - 


... and Donegal looks good once again 


Mikkola in Portugal last week. ‘Hannu will be in Africa over Easter, but 


being the non-starter which it 
appeared to be only a few weeks 
ago, Donegal is now looking most 
interesting thanks to the efforts of 
Derek McMahon, the Donegal MC 
and doubtless the Irish tourist board. 
Roger Clark has now been confirmed 
for the rally, when he will once 
more be.run by the David Sutton 
ensemble, and McMahon is currently 
negotiating with a Londonderry Ford 
dealers (Desmond Motors?) on behalf 
of the entry. However he has not 
stopped there, and we now gather 
that Russell Brookes, Andrew Daw- 
son and Billy Coleman in the Stratos 


seem very likely to make an 
appearance. 
Nelson in the hills 


The Donegal Rally and the 24 Hours 
of Ypres are certainly two events 
on the programme being planned for 
the Checquered Flag Stratos, Flag 
boss Graham Warner told us that 
Billy Coleman will be definitely doing 


both events if all goes well on the 
Circuit, and everything on the car 
is sorted out. At the moment it is 
completely stripped down and they 
are trying to reduce its weight by 
at least lécwt. 

Such a combination of names 
should give the locals something to 
think about, but Brian Nelson is 
certainly getting the right sort of 
practice at present, for last week he 
won the Hills of Donegal rally (on 
which Robert Ward was Clerk of the 
Course) by over two minutes from 
Derek Boyd. The compact 120 miles 
event (80 miles of stages) consisted 
of six tests run twice, and wreaked 
enormous carnage among the entry. 
However Ronnie McCartney debuted 
his new G1 RS2000 and finished an 
excellent third overall, beating David 
Agnew’s ex-Warmbold BMW _ into 
fourth place. 

@ Financial support and increased 
radio links are being given to the 
CP Granite City Rally by Pye Tele- 
communications. The links will mean 
better communications between 
course cars, card collection points 
and rally HQ. Also up to date results 
will be available at the Aboyne lunch 


halt ewen before the cars arrive 


Oates Garages Corolla. 


Fred Henderson has still to perfect the front suspension geometry on he 


On the road again 


York turkey breeder Mike Rawson 
had his best win in four years of 
rallying last weekend when he 
clinched the Dukeries Rally by 55s 
from Graham Lepley after 60 miles 
of stages mainly in the Clipstone 
complex. 

The event, the first round of the 
Esso/BTRDA Gold Star Rally Cham- 
pionship, attracted a field of 119 
competitors for the night followed 
by daylight type of event which 
was once again sponsored by the 
Mansfield Observer. 

Rawson, with Phil Short along- 
side in place of his normal man 
Chris Grey, who was not available, 
only had one “moment” with the 
Kadett GTE. That came in the Clip- 
stone complex when they ploughed 
through, rather than over, a tree 
trunk marking an escape road after 
they had misread a blind brow flat 
out at well over 100mph. Fortunately 
the trunk was almost rotten, they 
suffered no damage and were able 
to remain ahead, although dropping 
a few seconds to their rivals. 


Second, rallying in spite of strong 
advice to the contrary, was Graham 
Lepley in his Escort RS1600 fitted 
with an 1800cc unit. Lepley, who 
came good in the second half after 
being down to fifth, drove the event 
with a broken bone in the back of 
his right hand and had his hand 
strapped up throughout. He and 
Malcolm Harvey came through into 
the £50 second place prize money 
on the last few miles, overtaking 
the High Wycombe crew of Mike 
Brown and John Mullord in their 
Granada-engined Escort V6. 


With a mixture of forest stages 
and a fair amount of high speed 
tanmac work on disused airfields, 
there was reasonable variety for the 
crews. In the night section Rawson 
took an early lead, which he kept 
throughout, though harried early on 
by Phil Doughty in his Escort, who 
was only 30s behind at. breakfast. 


Doughty’s effort came to nought 


when his engine expired early in the 
second half at Fulbeck and another 
engine failure around this time put 
out Dan Grewer’s Ascona, 

With Rawson and his Kadett lead: 
ing the field, the man of the second 
half was undoubtedly Robin Farring- 
ton, who was fastest on aggregate 
of the daylight stages. The RS1800 
shared by Farrington and Tony 
Francis had suffered gearbox trouble 
on the fourth stage and this had 
cost them around 2m delay, but 
they pulled back to finish in eighth 
spot. 

Although 


+ 1, 
that the 


commenting 


singe 


Mike Rawson—as the day pro- 
gressed, gradually increasing con- 
fidence brought a long overdue 
victory. 


front suspension geometry on the 
Toyota Corolla is still far from 
right “the car weaves about on its 
own in a straight line at over 
70mph,” Fred Henderson and Colin 
Wilson were a steady fourth, 23s 
down on Brown and Mullord. 

The Iliffe brothers, Richard and 
Stuart, moved quietly and efficiently 
into fifth on their return to rallying 
after an appreciable absence. 

1, M. Rawson/P. Short (Kadett 

GTE), 1044s; 2, G. Lepley/M. Harvey 
(RS1600), 1044s; 3, M. Brown/J. 
Mullord (Escort V6), 1052s; 4, F. 
Henderson/C. Wilson (Toyota Co- 
rolla), 1075s; 5, R. and S. Iliffe (Es- 
cort), 1107s, 
@ Phil Short will be getting a 
ride in yet another rally car shortly 
when he returns to the left hand 
seat of a G4 Vauxhall Magnum. 
Having co-driven Mike Rawson to 
victory on the Dukeries last week- 
end (his first rally finish since the 
Castrol ’76 last year) Phil is co- 
driving with Chris Lord on the forth- 
coming Alcoa Trophy when the latter 
will be trying out his new Century 
Oils ex-DTV Magnum (the brand new 
car built for the RAC Rally last year 
but never used) for the first time. 
The car will make «its Castrol’ 
AuTosPporT debut on the Cheltenham 
Festival. Following a nostalgic return 
(?) to Vauxhall, Phil will then be 
jumping into a Saab, as he will again 
be partnering Jack Tordoff in one 
or two local events in the latter's 
works-built 96V4. ; 


Malkin for 
Festival 


Colin Malkin, who was recently 
taken ill just prior to the Mintex 
(appearing at Harrogate as a specta- 
tor only, while under doctor’s orders 
not to drive), is once again fully fit. 
The Century Oils TR7 will thus be 
out shortly and both the South West 
Stages and the Cheltenham Festival 
are being contested in an effort to 
sort the car with all possible haste. 
Meanwhile Del Lines had the TR7 
out on the Dukeries last weekend 


and, we gather, learnt much more 


about it while taking things very 
gently to 20th overall. 


Hadrian 
lose 
Otterburn 


Hadrian MC’s Centurion Stages rally 
(Castrol/AuTosporT round 6) is re- 
turning to an all-daylight format on 
Saturday, May 28, owing to the fact 
that the army have decided to run 
a paratroop exercise that weekend 
and will require the Otterburn 
ranges for this purpose. The rally 
will, therefore, be based entirely on 
Keilder, where there will be some 
65 miles of forest linked by about 
85 miles on the public road. The 
rally is now sponsored by Weatherall 
Hauliers/Weellan Builders and HQ 
is the Newcastle Airport hotel. Regu- 
lations will be available shortly and, 
from latest reports emanating from 
the north east, we can all look for- 
ward to an exciting post-rally party! 


All change 


The Lakeland Stages has changed 
its date once again, owing to ob- 
jections which were raised when the 
rally was scheduled for the same 
weekend as the Lindisfarne. Thus 
the new. date, dictated entirely by 
circumstances, is October 22... . 


Eight stages 
equal 100 miles 


Wolverhampton and South Staffs MC 
are well advanced with their plans 
for the Castrol ’°77 which takes place 
on October 15th this year. A maxi- 
mum of eight stages will make up 
a total of a genuine 100 miles of 
prime forestry roads in the usual 
areas and the Nant-y-Moch dam road 
will not be used this year. Entry fee 
is likely to be between £55-£60 and 
180 can be accepted. Regulations 
will be available in June and all 
applications, complete with 9in x 6in 
SAE, should be addressed to Entries 
Secretary Mrs Christine Chick, 12 
Brooklands Road, Albrighton, Near 
Wolverhampton, WV7 3DW, West 
Midlands. Tel: Albrighton 3281. 
David Stephenson is Clerk of the 
Course as usual and this year he 
will again have three assistants in 
Jim Mackay, Norman Jones and 
John Gibbs. David Cozens is looking 


| after Press and Public Relations this 


year, while the new secretary is 
Windsor Evans who is well known 
in the rally world for his association 
with Aberdare MC and particularly 
the Nutcracker Rally in its hayday. 
@ Burmah are offering free entries 
on the Burmah International rally 
(August 19/20) to the three highest 
placed private entrants from outside 
the UK on each of the four home 
internationals preceding the rally. 
These will be the Mintex, the Circuit 
of Ireland, 
Scottish. 


Arkell statement 


The Cirencester Car Club wish to 
put the record straight on the reason 
for the cancellation of the 1977 
Arkell Rally and have issued the 
following statement. 

“For a number of years Cirencester 
Car Club have been fortunate to be 
able to use the excellent Cirencester 
Park as a base for its Arkell Rally. 
Recent escalation in various charges 
means that the financial commitment 
asked of competitors and organisers 
has reached an unacceptable level. 
With no other suitable venue and 
the paucity of good stage mileage in 
the close wicinity, the organisers 
regret to say that there will be no 
Arkell Rally in 1977.” 


The Bath Motor Club’s Festival 


Stages Rally on June 18/19, due 
to conflicting interests, is no longer 
a round of the Pirelli/CCC Cham- 
pionship but is round six of the 
Esso/BTRDA Championship. Provi- 
sionally the stage mileage is set at 
70. 

@ Regulations are now available for 
the Avon Tyres Chieftain Rally, 
which will start from the West 
Country Motor Auctions site at 
Westbury, Wiltshire on April 10. 
They can be obtained from Mr R. M. 
Pease, 85 Leigh Park Road, Brad- 
ford-on-Avon, Wiltshire. It is a 
qualifying round of the ASWMC, 
ACSMC and Central Tyres cham- 
pionships, and will include 50 stage 
a 


D 


the Welsh and _ the 


Vatanen in Bramham Park during the Mintex. 


Setting the record straight 


The Peter Bryant account of 
Vatanen’s drive through the Rufforth 
airfield test during the Mintex differs 
somewhat from our published impli- 
cations, so it seems a good idea to 
set the record straight. Ari was 
proceeding down the stage on the 
“correct route” (although Bryant was 
concerned because it did not cor- 
relate with the diagram) when Cole- 
man’s Stratos shot across their path 
at a T junction on the route corres- 
ponding to the diagram. Vatanen 
thus spun the car round to check 


the arrows. When the car was facing 
the other way, they were confronted 
by Pond’s TR7 coming towards them 
on the route they had been previ- 
ously following. Now a little con- 
fused, Ari spun the car back in its 
original direction and _ continued. 
Later he spun again while trying to 
make up all the time he had lost. 
Bryant’s contention however is that 
despite all this time lost, Ari would 
most certainly not have got a maxi- 
mum for the test as he did not in fact 
take a wrong turn off the stage 
route at any time. 


Appropriately 
Frank Pierson 


Newtown and District Motor Club’s 
first Tour of Dyfnant stages rally 
went off successfully last Sunday 
when 68 competitors tackled eight 
stages in the well-known North 
West Wales forest with only six 
crews failing to make it to the 
finish. 

With sponsorship from Century 
Oils, the event was won appropri- 
ately by Frank  Pierson/Arthur 
Brick in their now very well rallied 
Escort, who ended the day on 
2152s to win by just over half. a 
minute. Pierson and Brick were 
fastest on five of the eight stages, 
but there was a good performance 
from R. Chilman/D. Griffiths who, 
from a lowly seeding, came through 
to take second place in their 
RS2000, 

Third—only 12s behind—were a 
local crew Will Owen/E. Williams 
in another RS2000. Fourth place 
went to M. Powell/L. Badger in a 
1.7 Escort on 2208s. 

In the only two incidents of note, 
David Moore inverted his Escort 
after the flying finish on the first 
stage but continued. The Avenger 
of M. Griffiths had a similar inci- 
dent at the end of the fourth stage 
but he landed in the trees and could 
not be recovered. . 

Fifth on an event which used 
several never before rallied sections 
of the forest were Richard Edwards 
and Mike Bayliss in yet another 
RS2000 on 2217s while Vaughan 
Bond and Trevor Griffiths brought 
their Escort TC into sixth place 2s 
behind Edwards. ‘ 

The other class winner—up to 
1300cc—was the crew of E. Linton 
and P, Watson in an Imp on 2314s 


| and the mixed crew award was won 
' by the Escort of Norman Creed/ 


Dorothy Price on 2296s. 


Briefly 


@ Two British crews were among the 
170 starters on the annual Nacht 
der Kempen rally run last’ weekend 
on Saturday and Sunday in North 
East Belgium. 4 

Tony Maslen and David Booth 
from Kent finished llth overali in 
their RS1800 but the RAFMSA 
crew of Paul Davey/Rod McKenna 
only managed 76th place after being 
slowed in the first day by a leaking 
radiator on their Gl Mexico. 

The event was won for the second 
year in succession by the Belgian 
National champion Gilbert Staepe- 
laere in an RS1800 who was about 
2m ahead of the German driver 
Peter Brink in a Porsche Carrera 
after 27 tarmac stages of which the 
longest was about eight miles. 


@ Rob Pendleton who was manager 
of the Rallye Sport department of 
Lloyds of Stafford has now gone 
into business by himself dealing in 
anything and everything on wheels. 
Rob, like a true rally man, gives a 
map reference for his address OS 127/ 
9483203 but, for anyone who prefers 
the conventional method of the 
phone, he is on Stafford 64165. 


@ Current leaders of the Esso Unifio 
BTRDA Gold Star championship 
following the Dukeries last weekend 
are as follows: Drivers: Mike Rawson 
15; Graham Lepley 14; Mike Brown 
13; Fred Henderson 12; Mike Bayliss 
11; Robin Farrington 10. Co-drivers: 
Malcolm Harvey 15; John Mullord 14: 
Coin Wilson 13; Rick Green 12; 
David O’Brian 10. 


@ Another Dealer Opel Team forum 
will take place on 16th March at 
Allisons of Doncaster Ltd, Wheatley 
Hall Road, Doncaster. There wi'l be 
three films including the latest Opel 
account of the RAC Rally, and all 
were directed by Barrie Hinchliffe. 
On the panel will be Tony Fall, 


' Mike Rawson, Jeremy Ferguson and 


Mike Broad Refreshments etc will 


be zveailable. 


Alen and Firelll 
have the answer 


Tyre technology critical in tough well organised rally—Alen’s 
experience and tactics pay off—Brilliant drive from Waldegaard 
thwarted by punctures—Ford and Toyota dominate on the loose— 


Report: HENRY LIDDON—Photography:COLIN TAYLOR PRODUCTIONS : 


Pirelli and Markku Alen won third round 
of the WCR for Fiat. The good news for 
Ford was Waldegaard’s second place, des- 
pite losing over 10 minutes through 4 
punctures, while the bad news consisted 
of a subdued performance from Roger 
Clark who retired with an early clutch 
failure; and an_ over-exuberant Ari 
Vatanen. Ove Andersson, with his excel- 
lent Portuguese rally record, gave Toyota 
a fine third place after suffering two 
punctures on stage 23 (the 37km 
Marao), having just taken the lead from 
Vatanen. 

Unusually heavy and prolonged rain for the 
preceeding months caused considerable problems 
during the practice for this year’s Rallye de 
Portugal sponsored by the Port wine industry. 
Parts of the route were flooded and all the 
rougher special stages were liberally coated with 


drying mud, instead of the dust that is more 
usual. 


ROUTE 


The Rally started from the Estoril circuit with 
the first two stages on tarmac in the nearby 
Sintra complex, then north to Figueira da Foz 


ances ennnts 


crue 


for a short halt. With the coming of night the 
average speeds for the road sections were raised 
to around the 60kph mark while competitors 
tackled 10 further stages to the daytime halt at 
Povoa de Varzim, a coastal resort just north of 


' the sponsors home-town of Porto. During the 


early evening there were four long rough stages 
in a small loop back to Povoa. On one of these 
stages in particular (San Lourenco) the mud was 
so deep that the organisers were forced to cancel 
the stage. 

Re-starting the next morning at the civilised 
hour of 09.30 the third loop took competitors 
through such famous stages as Senora da Graca, 
Arganil and Candosa, before coming back to 
Lisbon. 


The fourth and final loop of 12 tarmac stages, 
all held at night in the tight and twisty roads 
of Sintra, was watched by literally thousands of 
emotional Portuguese spectators, who displayed 
a fervour that is reminiscent of the Col de Turini 
during the last night of the Monte-Carlo Rally. 


After the announcement of the results on 
Sunday afternoon, competitors took part in a 
light-hearted slalom test held on the main pit 
straight of the Estoril circuit in front of packed 
grandstands. Driver or co-driver could enter and 
some interesting performances took place — 
Waldegaard giving an electrifying display in his 
RS1800, which the Boreham mechanics had re- 
prepared by fitting a lower diff, A2Zs on the front 
and 195 M&S on the rear! 
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Portugal twice on consecutive occasions (he di 
not compete in 1976). This year’s victory for Fiaj 


Markku Alen (above) has now ‘won the Rallye : 


was a showpiece of tactical driving. 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
PORTUGUESE RALLY 


Below: Alen went to great lengths to conserve 
his car, and certainly the RS1800s were mor€ 
than a match for the Fiats on the rough. Tyreq 
put the issue beyond doubt, however. 


To drive an RS1800 quickly is not a difficult task, but to drive it like Phe calls for skills on a higher level altogether. Bjorn Waldegaard was often in 
a hurry last week, trying to make up time after punctures, Above and right,he chops ruthlessly over a sheer drop apex, flinging his car into the corner 


as Hans Thorszelius calls a “‘flat right.” 
continued 


ENTRY 


It was obvious that this was to be an extremely 
interesting confrontation between Fiat (Light- 
heartedly christened ‘the Mafia’) and a very 
strong entry from Ford with Toyota waiving in 
the wings. 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP eager way OF 
“PORTUGUESE RALLY wi 


FIAT 

Three Italian entered Abarth 131s appeared for 
the regular teams of Maurizio Verini, Markku 
Alen and Fulvio Bacchelli. The cars were all 
fitted with “Moroccan” suspension in preparation 
for the extremely rough sections in the north, 
backed as usual by a host of service vehicles and 
Fiat’s own Rally Doctor to look after the crews’ 
medical problems. Complementing these three 
cars, Fiat (France), under the guiding hand of 
Monsieur Vinatier, entered Jean-Claude Andruet, 
unfortunately without his normal diminutive co- 
Griver “Biche” who had hurt her neck in J-C’s 
Costa Brava Rally accident. Her place was taken 
by Christian Delferrier from Belgium. 


FORD 

This was Boreham’s first big world championship 
event outside the UK for a very long time. Their 
three car entry consisted of the 1977 team of 
Roger Clark/Jim Porter, Bjorn Waldegaard/Hans 
Thorszelius and Ari Vatanen/Peter Bryant, the 
latter fresh from their Mintex win, but tackling 
their first major event outside Finland and the 
UK. 

The whole Ford team presented a very profes- 
sional and determined appearance, the cars as 
usual were RS1800s prepared to RAC rally 
specification but with a ride height slightly raised, 
stiffer shock absorbers and softer 145 lbs springs. 
Dunlop were on hand to give tyre service consist- 
ing mainly of variations on three basic types of 
tyre, re-cut CR82s, A2s and M&S; while there 
were just three experimental Safari specification 
tyres on hand for evaluation. 

Service had been arranged by Charles Reynolds, 
using some well equipped transit vans; however, 
the drivers could well be summed up by the old 
Jaguar advertising slogan of Grace, space and 
pace! 


TOYOTA 

The diminutive Brussels-based team entered just 
twe cars, both 2-litre Celicas for Hannu Mikkola/ 
Arme Hertz and Ove Andersson/Henry Liddon, 


sponsored as in previous years by the Toyota 
concessionaires for Portugal, Salvador Caetano. 

Although there were only these nine works 
entries, the quality of privateers was as high as 
ever, with 10 cars coming from Austria alone 
as the event counts for maximum points in the 
Austrian Rally championship. Among these were 
Franz Wittmann, Wolfgang Sulc and Klaus Russ- 
ling/Klaus Krammer all in Opel Kadetts. From 
France Madame Cotton was looking after a 
Citroen CX2400 for Portgual’s Francisco Romao- 
zinho/Jose Bernardo; whilst Bob Neyret entered 
himself and Evelyn Vanoni in his own team 
Aseptogyl Renault Alpine 310. Garage Proprietor 
Jean Paul Luc in a Citroen CX2200 was among 
18 other French entries. 

In complete contest unfortunately, there was 
but one British entry (excluding of course the 
Boreham multi-national team and the various 
Scandinavians with British licences), that being 
an Escort RS2000 for Chris Wathen/Walter Ains- 
worth entered by Withers of Winsford, or, as the 
entry list proclaimed ‘“Windorf!” This ill-fated 
entry was the very standard ex-David Lang car 
from the Hankiralli. On the way to the boat at 
Southampton the timing slipped and damaged the 
cylinder head, but the car was driven on to the 
boat, where the mechanics worked during the run 
to Spain. On arrival in Lisbon, it was decided to 
fly out a new cylinder head This unit was fitted 
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privateer, particu- 
lerly with the de-valuation of the Escudos which 
recently took place, although petrol is still over 
£1.60 per galion. As compensation, however, 
excellent wine can be had for under £1-per-bottle! 
From nearby Spain, came Costa Brava Rally 
winner Beny Fernandez in his Sutton built ex- 
Aaby RS1800 while Portugal not unnaturally, 
provided the bulk of the entries including local 
bero “Megepe” in his Kadett (G2 this year!) and 
Americo Nunes/Mira Amaral in a Porsche. 


RALLY 


After the heavy rains and clinging mist of the 
=o days, the start was hot and sunny 

ears left the Estoril stadium for the three 
kilometres to the first two tarmac stages of 
Lagoa Azul and Peninha. Both were held in the 
Sintra complex and were to be used again on 
the last night. 

As expected, the Fiats took an immediate lead 
with Bacchelli making the running; followed by 
Alen, Andruet and Verini. The first of these two 
stages is fast,;dry tarmac while the second more 
twisty, with a few corners containing difficult 
patches of sand. All the leading crews were not 
unnaturally on various combinations of racing 
tyre, from pure slick, through Dunlop CR82s to 
quite heavily cut P7. 

There then followed a 103 kilometre section 
to take the rally away from the heavily populated 
areas around Lisbon. This section ended at the 
first rough gravel stage of the event, “Monte- 
junto” (SS3), whee Ford and Toyota immediately 
showed their rough road superiority. Hannu Mik- 
kola was fastest on 5m 12s, followed by Vatanen, 
Waldegaard and Andersson, all being quicker 
than the Fiats! + 

Even after SS3 the pattern of the rally was 
beginning to emerge. Perhaps the most surprising 
thing was Roger Clark down in 11th position, 
slower even than a Portuguese Group One Opel, 
and after only three stages was exactly one 
minute behind rally leader Bacchelli, who in turn 
was just four seconds in front of Mikkola and 
a further five in front of Vatanen. 

Still travelling north up the coastline, crews 
faced two more tarmac stages but, before the 
second of these, Clark’s unhappy rally had come 
to an end, when the mechanics were unable to 
change his clutch in time when a release bearing 
seized after he had attempted to change gear. 
The clutch had been giving trouble from the 
start. Also in trouble was the Austrian, Sulc, 
who had rolled his Opel on the Peninha stage, 
whilst Bob Neyret was unable to find his service 
crew and had to do the first gravel stage on 
racing tyres, which eventually caused his retire- 
ment. He sustained three punctures on this test 
alone. 

During the two hour rest halt at Figueira da 
Foz, some crews had a final practice run over 
the nearby stage, checking for any gravel or 
damp patches. While doing just this, Andersson 
was horrified to find his German Pirelli tyre 
truck motoring sedately up the stage, needless 
to say, the correct service point was hurriedly 
pointed out to the offending tyre fitters! 

On re-starting from this two hour rest halt, 
the rally pace quickened, the average speed for 
road sections was increased—there being just 
time for routine maintenance but not for any 
major repairs. After the test on the coast, all 
the stages were on gravel and mud with everyone 
changing to P7, M&S, A2, M&S35 or whatever 
rough road tyre had been chosen. All except for 
the luckless Neyret who was still unable to find 
his service crew! ; 

On the journey inland, the organisers had 
notified competitors of a flooded section and had 
suggested an alternative route, which in the 
darkness caused some confusion, particularly in 
the Fiat camp, and 47 cars losing time at the 
next TC. Andruet was the only factory driver 
to suffer a time penalty here, however, and with 
the slight ambiguity of road instructions, the 
organisers quite rightly erased all road penalties 
at this point. This was at the start of the Lousa 
special stage, 21 kilometres long, the first 10 
kilometres being rough and muddy, while the 
final half consisted of a downhill stretch on an 
imeredibly slippery surface. Vatanen easily made 
fastest time from Baccheili and Mikkola, whilst 
Markku Alen had begun playing his waiting 


_game, being 33 seconds slower than Vatanen. 


He appeared to be very content to let the young 
tigers play a dangerous game up-front! 

Between stages 7 and 8 Mikkola had a re- 
g@ceurrence of throttle-sticking, and came peril- 
ously close to being penalised on the road at 


or ugal, and Ove Andersson drove an excellent tactical rally, only to be stricken 


with punctures and caught by a flying Waldegaard ina thrilling last night finale. 


the start of the 14 kilometre Bucaco stage. 
However, his time had run out, as, some five 
kilometres into this stage, all four studs on his 
left hand rear wheel sheared. His luck had 
struck again. 

Then followed two shorter but rougher stages 
where Vatanen and Waldegaard clearly demon- 
strated the RS1800’s forest breeding and rough- 
road capability, although the quickest team man- 
ager in the business was never far behind in 
his Toyota! But Romaozinho’s rally ended here 
when the electrics failed on his Citroen, locking 
the steering! 

The night was brilliantly clear as the rally 
wound its way through Viseu and two more 
stages before reaching the Douro Valley, where 
the slopes. leading down to the river support the 
grapes which produce the sponsor’s licquor! A 
twisty part-gravel part-tarmac stage downhill was 
the scene for Andersson’s first puncture; he was 
trying A2s on this stage for the first (and last!) 
time. 

The event appeared to have settled into a 
pattern and, with just two short tarmac stages, 
before the morning halt, it was not surprising 
that there were some dramatic braking marks 
on the Penha stage near Guimaraes. Vatanen was 
quickest from Andruet, Bacchelli and Verini. 
Povoa de Varzim north of Porto was the scene 


or frenzied service activity before the parc- 


fermé and an 11-hour halt . . . Fernandez in his 


: 
Escort never made it there as he also suffered © 
wheel stud failures. 
The ‘“‘tigers’”’ were still in front with Waldegaard ~ 
moving up, but Alen and Andersson appeared 
to be content to wait. The classification after the 
end of the first leg was as follows: Vatanen Lhr 
34m 36s; Bacchelli lhr 35m 4s; Waldegaard lhr 
35m 15s; Verini lhr 36m 27s; Alen lhr 36m 30s; 
Andersson lhr 37m 13s. Refreshed, the crews . 
re-started at 8 o’clock in the evening for a short . 
275 kilometres loop. up towards the northern | 
Spanish border. This loop now only contained 
three rough stages owing to the cancellation of 
SS18, which made the evening considerably easter 
on the cars, with increased servicing time. The 
first of these stages had been incredibly rough 
during practice, but now some of the larger holes 
had been filled in, particularly near the star 
This was the 20 kilometre Santa Luzia Stage 
(which, incidentally starts near a Hotel of tae 
name that boasts ‘“‘the finest view in all Europe © 
This test probably decided the rally. Vatanem 
set fastest time of 14m 49s with Anderssom jase 
4s behind; while Alen (as cautious as ever O@ 
the rough) was over half-a-minute slower. Bat 
chelli damaged a rear suspension mounting and 
broke a strut on the rough at the start of this 
stage, but drove with undiminished speed to the 
end where he demanded of his service crew that 
the damaged part should be repaired in the three 


> 
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or four minutes available; a tactical error which 
Was to cost him 11 minutes road penalty. 
Waldegaard stopped when a rear tyre punctured 
and got out to change the damaged wheel, only 
to find both rear A2s flat. With only one spare, 
he was forced to drive the 12 kilometres to the 
finish of the stage. After re-fettling and tyre and 


halfshaft changes he dropped one minute of - 


road time at the next TC. With Bacchelli and 
Waldegaard suddenly out of the picture, Vatanen 
now had a considerable lead, and Alen found 
himself in second position (his tactics were 
paying off). 

The remaining stage of this loop was equally 
rough and dramatic. Some three kilometres from 
the finish Verini stopped with a broken halfshaft, 
but Andruet in the Fiat (France) car stopped to 
help and gently pushed Verini’s car towards the 
finish line and the waiting service crew—a 
generous gesture that was to be re-paid later. 
The rally returned to Povoa at around 1 o’clock 
on Friday morning for a further eight hour rest 
halt before the start of the third and most difficult 
section. Andersson had been quickest over this 
leg and was now just three seconds behind Alen, 
but Vatanen was way out in front with a 3m 9s 
lead on his first World Championship event in 
mainland Europe. 

Re-starting once again, this time at 9.30 in 
the morning, jaded crews were faced with four 
difficult daylight stages in quick succession—on 
the first of these SS20, Fafe, Vatanen’s rally 
nearly ended when a tyre punctured and the car 
very nearly rolled. Then, three kilometres into 
$S21, Cabreira a rough 27 kilometre stage, 
Vatanen sustained yet another puncture. Walde- 
gaard, driving superbly, was fastest. 

Joseph Haider who had brought his Opel up 
into 10th position was having trouble with the 
engine towards the end of this stage (which 
finishes downhill on cobbles). Alen in the Fiat 
crossed the finishing line with a dead engine and 
no electrics, but frantic calls on ‘Radio Mafia” 
soon had the car running again with a new 
battery. 

The weather, scenery and stages were all 
vaguely reminiscent of a good Scottish Rally, 
and, like that event, the cars were taking trem- 
endous punishment, especially with so little time 
for service. 

Senora da Graca, SS22 (an old TAP Rally 
favourite), starts uphill on tarmac and cobbles 
for five kilometres before becoming very rough 
and eventually finishing downhill. While waiting 
outside the time control at the start of this 37 
kilometre stage, Andersson glanced at: his axle 
and was very concerned to notice the lower rear 
shock absorber bolt missing. In the remaining 
two minutes he fixed a new one, using a spare 
wheel nut as a washer. 

Waldegaard and Andersson were both a minute 
quicker than Alen and nearly two minutes 


quicker than Vatanen who was troubled by a. 


tyre rubbing a wheel arch which prompted him 
to stop and investigate. At the end of the stage, 
the Toyota virtually caught the Fiat on the 
finishing line, and in so doing took the lead in 
the rally by 15 seconds from Vatanen. The test 
had finished back on a tarmac road. This area 
was the scene of feverish service activity and 
tyre changing before the next long stage SS23 
Marao. Three corners into this 37km stage, 
Vatanen overshot a left hand junction, nearly 
collecting a photographer in the. process. Per- 
haps the writing was on the wall, and still Alen 
was driving smoothly on the rough where the 
Fiat is not at its best. A farther four kilometres 
into this test, Andersson’s brief lead dissolved 
when he suffered a puncture. The tyre was 
changed but just a few bends farther on, another 
punctured and the luckless crew had to drive 
the remaining 30 kilometres of the stage with a 
flat, watching helplessly as car after car drove 
past. However, even after losing over six minutes, 
they still remained in fourth place and luckily 
the correct service crew were waiting at the 
finish where the complete axle and shock 
absorber assembly was changed as a precaution. 

As expected these four long stages’ from Fafe 
to Vila Real had taken their toll, with many of 
the privateers failing to complete these sections, 
among them Jean-Paul Luc in his Citroen. 

With the cancellation of SS24, a stage winding 
through a vineyard, there were just three 
comparatively short stages to a welcome rest 
halt at Viseu. However on the second of these 
Stages, Lapa, the central drama of the rally took 
place, when Vatanen having crossed the flying 


Alen, momentarily distracted by his fellow 
countryman’s predicament, nearly did the same, 
while, on the very first bend of this same stage, 
Bacchelli rolled. He was however soon righted 
again by enthusiastic spectators. As Ford 
mechanics attempted to make Vatanen’s badly 
damaged car roadworthy, insult was added to 
injury when another Escort charged into the 
stationary RS1800, head-on. 

At the meal halt in Viseu, the leader, at last, 
was Markku Alen on 4hrs 4m 25s. Next came 
Waldegaard 4hrs 5m 58s, followed by Andersson 
on 4hrs 9m 35s. 

The rally was now entering the infamous 
Arganil area for a group of seven stages which 
included the daunting 43 kilometre Arganil 
stage itself. This test was tackled twice. On the 
first run through this classic stage, Waldegaard 
trying as hard as ever to catch Alen, received 
his third puncture which destroyed any chance 
he might have had of winning the event. Through 
the Vidual stage which would have been familiar 
to London/Mexico World Cup Rally competitors, 
the cars returned to Arganil once again where 
yet another puncture awaited Waldegaard, who 
drove into the Ford service area with a leaking 
differential. A final run through the Candosa 
stage brought competitors to a welcome break- 
fast halt. 

Most crews had some 20 minutes in hand on 
this section and could spare up to an hour out 
on the next section back to Lisbon. It was during 
these two periods that the cars were prepared 
for the final night, both Ford and Toyota lower- 
ing the cars for the final tarmac stages, while 
Mick Jones and John Taylor also changed Walde- 
gaard’s axle, as the axle tube and carrier had 
bent as a result of all the miles driven on the 
Minilite rims. 

Cars returned to Estoril around midday on 
Saturday, which again allowed time for some. 
sleep before the final night’s section of the rally. 
As it was a Saturday night and a full moon, the 
crowds in the Sintra area were enormous, with 
coffee stalls and refreshment booths being set-up 
along the stages. Many people camped the 
night and even arrived over six hours before the 
rally was due, in order to secure a good spot. 

The format for the last night consisted of 
12 all-tarmac stages, based upon a combination 
of just four roads in the Sintra area; the main 
interest being centred on the Andersson/Walde- 
gaard battle for second place. At the start of the 
night, Andersson led the Ford by 27 seconds 
while of course Alen held a very comfortable 
five minutes’ lead. Once again cars were on 
racing tyres. Andersson had slicks only, Walde- 
gaard just CR82s. The night began with a 4.2 
kilometre stage at Alcabideche where the Ford 
was two seconds quicker than the Toyota and 
on target to regain second place. Waldegaard 
shaved three more seconds away on the next 
stage, and on Sintra I, 10.5 kilometres of 
narrow twisting tarmac which ends with down- 
hill hairpins to the ancient village of Sintra 
itself, Waldegaard was suddenly 23 seconds 
quicker than Andersson who had made a rare 
error and spun on a wet patch, miraculously not 
touching the car on impossibly close rocky walls. 
Second place belonged to Bjorn. 


The thousands of spectators watched all night 
as Waldegaard increased his lead over the Toyota 
and saw Andruet pull in front of team-mate 
Verini (by arrangement) to take fourth position. 
Local hero Megepe in his Opel Kadett was sixth 
while Franz Wittmann also in an Opel, came in 
seventh. 

The rally ended back in Estoril Stadium 
around 5.30 in the morning with emotional 
scenes from Fiat who had won their first event 
in the 1977 World Rally Championship and con- 
solidated their lead.. 

Of the 44 special stages in the event, Ford 
had been quickest on 34 and must be very happy 
to have proved their superiority on the loose. 

If the short-comings in the “rubber depart- 
ment” can be overcome before April, then they 
must be favourites for a win in the next round 
of the World Rally Championship—the Safari. 

Full marks go to Cesar Torres and his team for 
once again running a superb, tough and uncom- 
promising rally, watched by thousands of 
enthusiastic spectators and Police who willingly 
closed streets and junctions to speed the rally 
cars on their way. Even the weather appeared to 
be controlled by Torres for as soon as the final 
car had completed the Slalom test, the wind got 
up, and it began spotting with rain. 


ist 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 

Waldegaard 21 6 3 > 4 4 
Vataten 13 3 — 1 3 
Bacchelll Ss 4 5 9 2 2 
Aten 2 9 10 8 8 6 
Andruet 4 3 12 4 2 4 
Andersson 1 14 10 8 2 3 
Mikkola 1 1 1 — 2 2 
Verini -_ 1 3 14 16 6 
_ Meqepe = — 1 1 4 8 
Fernandez = = 1 1 1 
Rally leaders: Stages 1-10 Bacchelll; 2 


P 


06m 34: 
Veriniyit, Russo (Fiat 131 Abarth Raliye) 


Te 
6, “'Mleqepe'"/M. Vilar (Opel Kadett GTE) 7h 26m 55s; 
TAs man/K, Nestin ed (Opel i GTE) 7h 


Group One 
i, Saivi/P. Almeida (RS2000), elghth overall, 1h 45m 32s: 
2; K. dom a a Krammer (Opel Kadett GTE), 10th overal, 


Group 
ii Mlegepe/M. Vilar (Opel Kadett GTE), sixth overall, 7h 


Group Three 

z, Lk Pi bl Fellbaum (Porsche Carrera), llth overall, 
's 

Fastest on stages 


a Yenoe 
Andersson; 23-26 Vatanen; 5, and 27 to Alen 
Details of tests 

46 stages, 2 cancelled because of weather damage; 120km 
asphalt; 459km gravel, Total distance 2457km. 12 stages in 
daylight, remainder at night. All dry surfaces, 
WCR points 
Fiat 48; Opel 39; Ford 34; oan 27; Toyota 24: Lancle 
and Saa> 18; Datsun 15; SEAT 14; ‘Renault Alpine and 
Voikswagen 10, 
Stage times 

SS1 Lagoa Azul 1, 5.0km; 1, Bacchelli 2.26; 2, Alen 2.27; 
3, Andruet 2,29; 4 — Verini and Vatanen 2, 30, 

SS2 Peninha 1, 6.5km: 1, Bacchelli 4:02; 2! “Alen 4.08; 3, 
Andruet 4,09; 4, Verini 4.10; 5, Mikkola 4.12 

$S3 Montejunto, 8.0km: dy kol 
3, Waldegaard 5.17; 4 = vila and Baccheill 5.24. 


SS5 Figueira da Foz, 9.0km: 1, Andtuet 4.53; 2, Alen 4.55; 
Pee 4.59; 4, Bacchelll 5.01! 5 = Mikkola and Vatanen 


SS6 Relvas—Lousa, 21.0km: 1, Vatanen 16.30; 2, Bacchelll 
ar 3, Mikkola 16.46; 4, Waldegaard 16-40;"'5 5, Verini 


16535 Candosa 1, 6.5km: 1, ery 5.18; 2, Mikkola 5.21; 
3 = Andersson and Andruet 5.22; 5, Alen 5.23 
1, Vatanen 10. 38; "9 Baccheill 1c 10.52; 


9 Caramulo, SaEDieens Ly eigege aard $.353?=2; 
s == Andersson and Bacchelli 
S$S10 Ladario, 9.0km: 1, Vatanen 7.30; 2, Waldegaard "7.33; 
3, Andersson a 4, Bacchelll 7.48; 5, Verini 7 
SS11 Viseu 1, 8.0km: 1 = Waldegaard and iain 5.54; 
3, Bacchelll 5 37; 4, Alen 5.59; 5, Andersson 6.01. 
2 Lapa 1, 7.0km: 1, Vatanen 4.33; 2, Bacchelli ae 3, 
Alen 4.44; 4 = Verini, veaeaard and’ Andersson 4.45. 
SS13_ Armamar 1, 9.5km 1, Vatanen 8.17; 2, Waldegaard 
8.23; oe seen 8.26; 4, Verini 8.35; 5, Fernandez 8.37. 
$s14 5.0km: ‘1 ‘Vatanen 3.50; 2, Andruet 3.59; 3; 
Bacchelll: 3%52;' 4, Alen 3.55; $ . Verini 3 57. 
6 a 432." 4.27; 


14.53; 3, Bacchelli 15, 08; a, Verini 15.19; 5, i 24, 
°o As gvatanen 7.40; 2, “hikn! 7.503 
3, Andersson 7,56; 4, Veetnt 8.01; 5, Waldegaard 8,09, 


$S19 Donte de Lima, 22. Okm: 1, Waldegaard 17.29; 2, 
png ot” 51; 3, Andersson 18,06; 4, Bacchelll 18.09; 5, 

en 18, 

S$S20 Fafe, 8.0km: Waldegaard 6.28; 2, Alen 6.35; 3, 
Andargeee 6.38; 4, Verini 6.45; 5=, Meqepe and Wittmann 


SS21 Cabreira, 27.0km: 1, Waldegaard 20.49; 2, Andersson 
21.03; 3, Alen 21.20; 4, Bacchelli 1.37; 5, Verini 22.07. 
$S22 Senhora da Graca 37.5km; 1, Waldegaard 29.39; 2, 
Andersson 29.48; 3, Alen 30.46; 4, eli 31.12; 5, 
Verini 31.20, 

SS23_ Marao, 37.0km: 1, Vatanen 28.13; 2, Waldegaard 
28.38; 3, Alen 28.46; 4 Bacchelll 29.14; 5, Verini 29.17. 
§S25° Armamar 2,'9.3km: 1 = Wa aldegaard and Va‘aren 
8.12; 3, Andersson 8.26; 4, Verini 8.27: , Bacchelll 8.28, 
Ss Vatanen ‘sei 2, Waldegaard 
44; 4. paslveens 4.48; 5,’ Verini 4,51, 
$S27 Viseu 2, Rokne g's Waldegaard 5.36; 2, Alen 5.38; 
3, Andersson 5.42; 4=, Verini, Andruet and ‘Bacchelll 5.50, 
$S28 Vide 1, 12 .0km: 1, Waldegaard 8.37; 2, Alen 8.36; 
-47; 4, Verini 8.57; 5, Andruet 8,58. 

$S29 Argenll 1, 43,0km; 1, Alen 31.04; 2, Bacchelll 32. 26; 
3, Andruet 31.39; 4, Andersson 31.41; 5, Waldegaard 32. 2. 
$S3 .5km; 1, Bacchelfl 5.19; 2, Verini 5.2 
524 4, Andersson 5.26; 5 = Waldegaard sna 
$S31 Vidual, oe Skm; 1, Bacchelli 19.32; 2, ain anne 
19.42; 3, Andersson 20.00; 4, Verini 20.23; "5, 

5S32 Vide 2, 12.0km; 1, Andersson a 2, Waldegaard 
8.49; 3, Verini 8.57; 4, hkl nie 5 9.03, 

$S33 Arganil 2, 43,0km 31.4; "2, 

; 3, Andruet 32.03; ry veer 2, 14; 5, Wittman 34.53. 
5534 Candosa 3, 6.5km; 1, Waldegaard 5.20; 2, Andersson 
.23; 3 Alen and Andruet 5.29; 5, Verini _ 33. 

§S35 Alcabideche, 4.2km; 1, Waldegaard 2.50; 2 = Anders- 
son_and Andruet 2.52; 4 = Verini and Alen 2,54. 

$536 oe a 6.5km; i; he te 4.15; 2, Andersson 
4.18; 3, Alen 253: 4; Andruet 4.24; 5, Meqepe 4.32. 

$537 Sintra : 10.5km: 1, Waldejaard 7.32; "2. ‘Alen 7.423 
3, ‘Meqepe 7.46; 4, Anrruet 7.49; 5, Andersson 7.55, 

SS38 Lagoa Azul 2, 5.0km; 1, Waldesaard 2.35; 2, Andruet 
.36; 3, Alen 2.39; 4, Andersson 2.40; 5, Verini 2.43, 

SS39 Peninha 3, 6.5km; 1, Waldegaard 4.13; 2, Andersson 
4.1/; 3, Andruet 4.21; 4, Alen 4.22; 5, M 


SS41 Alcabideche 2, 4.2km re 1, Waldegaard 2.49; 2 = 
Andersson and Andruet 2.50; 4, Verini 2.52; 5, Meqepe 2.56. 
SS42 Peninha 4, 6.5km; q, Waldegaard 4.27; 2, Andersson 
rey 3, Andruet 4.34; 4, Alen 4.36; 5, Verini and Meqgepe 


$S43 Lagoa Azul 3, 5.0km; 1, ee ig 2.37; 2, Andersson 
2.39; 3, Waldegaard an 4, Alen 2.45; 5, Meqepe 2.46. 
S44 Sintra 3, 10.5 i, Waldegaard 7.39; dest Andersson 


4.29; 3, Andruet 4.30; 4, Alen 4.41; 5, Verini 4.54, 
SS46 Lagoa Azul 4, 5.0km; 1 = Wain = = 
2.43; 3, Andersson 2.47; 4, alen 2.50; 5, 


our centre spread 


The ability of the lightweight Fiat 131 Abarth 
to withstand the rigours of a long distance 
rough road rally was doubted as recently as 
last week in Portugal by other teams. Yet 
Fiat’s performance in Morocco last year and 
in Portugal last week was most impressive. 


CROMODORA 


by John Bolster 


BSS Lat ss 25cm 


Porsche 924: discreet head turner 


As the first of the new front-engined Porsches, the 
$24 creates a great deal of interest and crowds 
tend to collect round it when it is parked. People 
have for so long associated the name with rear- 
engined, air-cooled cars and it is almost as 
though they cannot credit that the 924 is a real 
Porsche. The engineers from Stuttgart do not 
believe that the mid-engined chassis has any 
future for a road-going sports car, but they dislike 
conventional front-engined, rear-drive cars be- 
cause most of them have poor weight distribution. 


Accordingly, the transmission aggregate has 
been parted from the engine and dropped between 
the rear wheels, giving a 50-50 weight distribution 

and 2 high polar moment of inertia. This is a com- 
plete volte-face from the views of Dr Ferdinand 
Porsche, who designed the mid-engined Auto 
Union, and the arrangement of the 924 places the 
main masses where they were in the rival Mer- 
cedes-Benz of that period! Be that as it may this 
is a sensible method of getting some weight over 
the driving wheels and it is already employed 
with success in the Alfa Romeo Alfetta. 

In fact, the layout of the two cars differs in 
an important respect, for the Alfetta carries its 
clutch on the nose of the transmission housing, 
while the 924 keeps it on the flywheel. This means 
that the propshaft adds to the spinning weight of 
the centre plate, so, to reduce inertia, a shaft of 
incredibly small diameter has been adopted. Such 
a shaft would naturally tend to whirl, so a rigid 
tube has been fixed between the engine and the 
transmission housing, carrying ball-races to 
steady the shaft at the calculated nodal points; 
furthermore, universal joints are thus eliminated. 

The engine is the 2-litre Audi unit which, in 
fuel injection form, develops 125 bhp. The trans- 
mission is that of a front-drive car, moved to the 
rear, where even the original bell-housing is re- 
tained, which simplifies mounting but steals some 
luggage space. The front MacPherson strut sus- 
pension has the usual VW-Audi geometry, but 
the rear end is independent, without the VW 
dead axle, a semi-trailing arm geometry with 
transverse torsion bars being chosen for the 
driven wheels. ; 

A body shell of very clean aerodynamic form 
has been designed, the so-important front end 
showing how it should be done, with the air inlet 
beneath the bumper and a smooth nose enclosing 
the retractable headlamps. The bumpers, coloured 
to match the car, could not be neater and are 
certain to be widely copied, while the smooth 
wheel arches, without any flaring, are another 
important ‘aerodynamic feature. 

The large rear window rises on gas struts to 
give access to the luggage boot, which is rather 
shallower because of the bulky transmission. A 
pull-out blind conceals the suitcases from view. 
The rear seats are really only suitable for 
children because of the restricted leg room, ‘and 
the top of their squab can be folded forward to 
give a larger platform. 

An attractive interior has comfortable front 
seats and well-arranged controls, with a nicely 
placed gearlever pivoting on the aforementioned 
transmission tube. The handbrake lever lies 
horizontally on the right, a position much less 
common than it once was, but well out of the 
way. The all-round view is quite good, especially 
straight to the rear, though there is perhaps a 
little obstruction from the rear quarters. The 
forward view is good for a tall driver, though the 
scuttle might seem a shade on the high side for 
2 short one. 

The interior seems surprisingly spacious and 
there is none of the booming that tends to 
promote headaches in so many compact coupés. 
As is usual with Bosch fuel injection, the engine 
starts at once from cold and does not tend to 
stall when warming up. The weight-distribution 
essures excellent traction and wheelspin is no 
problem, even on wet roads. The gearchanges go 
through most pleasantly and may be very fast if 


Facing page, top and centre: the body is clean 
qed cerodynamic with neat air inlet beneath the 
fromt bumper and a smooth nose; bottom left: 
the two-litre engine is neatly installed: bottom 
Fight- the attractive interior 


desired. There are only four gears, but top is high 
enough to be almost an overdrive and the fast 
third may be used a good deal with advantage. 

The maximum speed of 125mph is excellent for 
a power output of 125bhp, proving that the clean 
aerodynamic shape pays dividends, Perhaps more 
important is the beneficial effect it has on fuel 
economy, for one usually averages a full 30mpg, 
even with quite a bit of motoring above 100mph. 
As the car weighs just over a ton, the 0-60mph 
time of 9.4s is also a little better than might be 
expected. Incidentally, the bonnet is quite 
staggeringly heavy and it would be a good idea 
to make it of aluminium. 

Remarkably high cornering power is a feature, 
indeed the speed through curves is so impressive 
that it’s hard to find the limit. The handling 
characteristic is normally neutral and though a 
bit of understeer may be provoked on slow bends, 
the final state is normally for both ends to start 
letting go together. The 924 is stable on wet 
roads, but the cornering speed is then reduced, 
of course. Driving as hard as one safely can on 
the road, there is a great reserve of roadholding 
and this is a very safe car. 

The steering is light except when the car is al- 
most at a. standstill, the lock being exceptional, 
with a very small turning circle. The steering has 
plenty of feel, with normal castor return action, 
except when full lock is approached. At that 
point, reversed castor is felt and the steering 
tends to go on to full Joc, but this is immaterial 
as one would not turn so sharply above a crawl. 

The brakes are powerful and free from fade; 
though the pedal feels slightly soft in a static 
position, it is found to be both responsive and 
progressive. The handbrake is quite effective and 
the horizontal lever is convenient to apply. 

The engine is free from the objectionable low- 
speed rumble that some four-cylinder units 
exhibit at low speeds. It is fairly quiet in the 
middle ranges but becomes rather noisy when 


Car tested: Porsche 924 242 coupé, price £6999, 


Engine: Four-cylinders 86.5 x 84.4mm ‘(1984cc). Com- 
‘pression ratio 9.3 to 1, 125 bhp DIN at 5800rpm, Single 
“Arve overhead camshaft. Bosch K-Jetronic fuel 
Injection. 


Transmission : Single dry plate clutch on engine flywheel. 
Smal! diameter enclosed propeller shaft to rear-mounted 
4-speed synchromesh gearbox with central remote control, 
ratios: 0.97, 1.36, 2.125 and 3.60 to :1. Spiral bevel 
final drive integral with gearbox, ratio 3.44 to 1. 


Chassis: Steel monocoque chassis, MacPherson independent 
front suspension. Rack and pinion seering, Independent 
rear suspension by semi-trailing arms and torsion bars, 
Servo-assisted dual-circuit disc/drum brakes. Bolt-on 
steel wheels, fitted 165 HR 14 tyres. 


Equipment: 12-volt lighting and starting. Speedometer. Oil 
pressure, water temperature, and fuel gauges. Voltmeter. 
Clock. Heating, demisting, and _ ventilation system. 
2-speed and intermittent windscreen wipers and washers. 
Flashing direction indicators with -hazard warning. 
Reversing lights, 


Dimensions: Wheelbase 7ft 8.7in; track 4ft 7.9in/4ft Gin; 
arti — 13ft 9.35In; width 5ft 5.2in; weight 
ton 2aqr. 


Performance: 
third 96mph; second 62mph; first 37mph. Standing quarter- 


Maximum speed 125mph. Speeds In gears: 


mile—17.2s. Acceleration—0-30mph 3.0s; 0-50mph 7.2s; 
0-60mph 9.4s; Sabrent 17.4s; 0-100mph 29.8s. 


Fuel consumption: 27 to 35mpg. 


really pressed. Much more to be criticised is the 
amount of road. noise which is fed into the body 
shell. There is tyre noise on many surfaces and 
some thumping from the suspension over bumps, 
to which the whistle of the wind adds its quota 
at high speeds. 

This is an expensive car and its looks and 
performance are up to that standard, but there is 
a lack of refinement which one.does not expect. 
A £7000 car should have a touch of magic carpet 
about it and it is in this respect that the 924 
betrays its newness; depend upon it that Porsche 
will not be satisfied for long and I hope to have 
the pleasure of eating my words. 

This is an unusual car and the ride is also un- 
usual. On suburban roads it gives the impression 
of having rather hard suspension, which may be a 
little too “ competition ” for some owners, On the 
other hand, it does soak up really big pot-holes 
(like the ones on my drive this winter!) with 
remarkable ease, and so it’s probably a question 
of damping. The 924 had less than 1000 miles on 
the odometer and though I was assured that fast 
driving would cause no harm to the engine, the 
suspension and dampers may well have been stiff. 

The pop-up headlamps are mounted on a sturdy 
tubular structure that holds them rigidly in place. 
They give a fine spread of light but perhaps lack 
ultimate penetration for high speeds, though 
there are two small driving lights in addition. The 
heating and ventilation work well and are easily 
controlled. 

The Porsche 924 is a sporting coupé of useful 
performance and excellent fuel economy. Though 


- its appearance is quite discreet, it certainly turns 


the heads of passers-by. If it is to remain in the 
price bracket which it occupies at present, one 
might ask for a little more refinement, but the 
first front-engined water-cooled Porsche must be 
news. Judging by the long warranty and infre- 
quent servicing, the manufacturers have con- 
siderable faith in this new kind of product. « @ 
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aba, the new y Porediia 928 and: plows the 4.5-litre V8 eisine with K-Jetronic fuel Wijestion and a power Buebia bf 240 bhp. ‘ 


New 928 almost defies : 


For several years, there have been vague rumours 
on the Continent that Porsche were working on 
a 4}-litre V8. Now, the car is a reality and I have 
examined it, discussed its technical details with 
the engineers responsible and, best of all, I have 
driven it. 

The new car follows the design principles laid 
down for the 924, the first front-engined Porsche. 
It has a high polar moment of inertia and a 50-50 
weight distribution, achieved by mounting the 
short, light-alloy engine between the front wheels, 
and the combined gearbox and final drive 
assembly at the rear. These two main units are 
united by a steel tube, as in the 924, and the 
engine flywheel carries the new 2-plate clutch. 
An automatic transmission will be available later 
on, aimed especially at the American market, and 
in this case the torque converter will be in the 
transmission housing. 

During the technical discussion, I remarked that 
Dr Ferdinand Porsche had been the great prota- 
gonist of the car with a low polar movement, 
his Auto Union having anticipated modern racing 
car design. The answer was that Auto Unions are 
splendid, provided you have enough Rosemeyers 
to drive them! This is proved every time it rains 
during a Formula 1 race. 

The light-alloy engine is a 90 deg V8, with 
side-by-side connecting rods and a 5-bearing 
counterbalanced crankshaft of enormous rigidity. 
The valves are in the same plane, inclined to the 
cylinder axis to give squish-type combustion 
chambers. There is a single overhead camshaft 
on each head, operating the valves directly 
through bucket tappets with hydraulic compensa- 
tion. The camshaft drive is by toothed belt, ten- 
sioned by a spring-loaded and damped jockey 
pulley, while gear drives are avoided as far as 
possible in this exgime. 
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Electronic ignition is employed, the distributor | 


taking its motion from the front end of the 
left camshaft, the belt-driven fan having its speed 
limited by a viscous coupling. The Bosch K- 
Jetronic Fuel injection system feeds directly down- 
wards into the inlet ports. A DIN output of 
240bhp is obtained at 5250rpm and the engine 
will run for 20,000km before an oil change is 
required; incidentally, the battery needs no top- 
ping up. The engine almost designed itself, for the 
V8 configuration was the only one that would 
fit between the front wheels; a flat-eight would 
prevent the wheels from being steered because of 
its considerable width. 

The 5-speed gearbox naturally has Porsche-type 
synchronisation. Unusually, fifth is not an over- 
drive, this being the direct drive, with the other 
speeds geared down. It calls for a “high” final 
drive of 2.75 to 1 and a limited-slip differential 
is employed. 

The galvanised steel body shell carries a 6 
year guarantee, the bonnet and doors being 
aluminium, as are the bolt-on front wings. 
There are no visible bumpers, these being covered 
by flexible polyurethane panels. Some most con- 
vincing films were shown of the 928 having acci- 
dents with certain other cars, the Porsche proving 
the winner in every case. These bumpers are a 
brilliant design exercise, but suffice it to say 
that they are as effective as they are beautiful, 
the potential saving to the owner’s pocket being 
considerable in modern city traffic. The body is 
a 2+2, but the rear seats can be used by adults 
if the front seats are not adjusted too far back. 

Designed largely in the wind-tunnel, the body 
is of low-drag form, The cooling air is admitted 
through an entry beneath the front bumper and 
the clear aerodynamic shape needs no air-dam 
or spoilers to mar its lines. The headlamps norm- 
ally lie on their backs in suitable depressions, 
both these and the windscreen being cleaned by 
dual pumping systems. First, a small pump sup- 
plies a very concentrated solvent to loosen 
grease and tar, followed by the normal washing 
action of a larger pump; the rear window can 
also be washed and wiped. 

Wishbone-type front suspension has negaitive- 
serub geometry and an anti-roll bar. The rack 
and pinion steering has power assistance of 
most sophisticated design, giving maximum feel 
of the road and reduced help at high speeds. 
The independent rear suspension has short 
lateral top links and a semi-trailing lower wish- 
bone, with an anti-roll bar. However, this lower 
member is of a composite construction of some 
complexity, the arrangement having been named 
Weissach-axle. 

What the Weissach-axle does is to avoid an 
effect commonly called “‘tuck-in’”, when the 
throttle is suddenly closed iin the middle of a 
corner. This is the cause of many accidents, 
because it is fundamentally a condition of 
instability as “it has an over-steering equation. 
Most cars have a rear-end toe-out on the over- 
run and what the Weissach-axle does is to 
substitute a very small and controlled degree 
of toe-in. Under these conditions, this is of an 
under-steering character and therefore one of 
stability. It will be understood that, whereas a 
racing driver may actually exploit a momentarily 
unstable condition, in road driving it is highly 
undesirable when an emergency causes the power 
to be shut off in the middle of a curve. With the 
Weissach-axle,- the Porsche engineers have 
tamed their extremely potent car so that it will 
never demand the extremely rapid reactions that 
the ordinary driver does not possess. 

The servo-assisted brakes have ventilated 
discs and floating calipers, with warning lights 
to indicate pad wear. The design ensures that 
heat is not transmitted to ‘the brake fluid and 
auxiliary rear drums are provided for the 
horizontal hand-brake level that lies just inside 
the driver’s door, The light-alloy wheels carry 
low-profile tyres and “my” ‘test car had an 
inflatable spare that would not at present be 
legal in England. 


Road impressions 

The drivers’ seat is very comfortable, giving 
good lateral location. The height of the steering 
wheel is adjustable and the binnacle containing 
the instruments moves with it, so that the dials 
are never obstructed. There is a good all-round 
wiew but the rounded bonnet is of somewhat 
indeterminate shape; at first, I found it difficult 
to determine my clipping point accurately on 
corners. Lezving Nice, I soon made for the 
mountaims, where corners of every sort abound. 
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The clutch is pleasantly smooth, though not 
particularly light to operate. The close-ratio 
gearbox has first left and back, with the other 
speeds in a nonmal H gate. A very strong action 
characterises the limited-slip differential and the 
traction is fantastic, the car simply leaping off 
the mark. Once one is used to the fairly long 


travel of the gearlever in both planes, the gear- 


change is found to be extremely easy and light 
in action. The box is, in fiact, typically ‘Porsche, 
the long movements being required by this 
particular form of synchromesh. 

The car is very high geared and in normal 
driving one has no need to rev the engine at 
all. An extremely high standard of resmnement 
has been achieved, the engine being flexible 
down to almost zero revs. Driven moderately, 
the power unit is almost totally silent, though 
some small sounds can occasionally be heard 
from the transmission. Curiously enough, these 
do not appear to emanate from the rear of the 
car but from the front, so no doubt they are 
telephoned up the tube uniting the two units. 
In any case, thiis is a very quiet car, road noise 
being notably well subdued and wind noise 
moderate, even at 140 mph. 

Although it is possible to drive at quiite 
spectacular speeds without fully extending the 
big engine, I could not resist entering the 6000 
rpm band. There was literally no vibration and 
the exhaust note, though very subdued, took on 
a musical tone more like a V12 than a V8. 
Porsche have got it just right, for it’s a most 
inspiring sound to the enthusiast but does not 
weary the less fervent disciples of the sport. 

The steering has probably more genuine feel 
of the road than any previous power-assisted 
setup. It never feels noticeably light, yet the 
driver scarcely puts forth any real effort. The 
cornering power is phenomenally high, the silent 
luxury car suddenly feeling like a competition 
machine when flung into a bend at an unlikely 
velocity. The response is generally neutral, with 
a little more understeer as the driver tries 


harder and harder. As for the Weissach-axle, it - 


ensures that an unpremeditated deceleration in 
the middie of a bend does not throw the car 
off its line. 

Regarding the ride, it’s not of a soft or floating 
heracter but outstandingly level, the 928 never 


Above, the steering wheel is adjustable and the instrument binnacle moves with it; below, the rear 
gh the car is of 2+2 configuration. 
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rolling or ‘pitching, but having the crisp feel 
of a true sports car. Yet, the comfort is remark- 
able and no bumps disturb the occupants. It 
proves that the luxury of the rich man’s carpet 
and the responsiveness of the competition car 
are no longer incompatible. 

This is a smooth and silent car, built for 
those who can .afford the best. Yet, knowing 
my friends at Porsche as I do, I cannot imagine 
that its racing potential will go unnoticed. 
Observe the compact, streamlined shape and 
guess how much power the V8 will give when 
tuned! For the present, however, let us welcome 
a road-going sports car that almost defies com- 
parison, 
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Specification and performance data 

Car tested : Porsche 928 242 coupé. 

Engine: V8 90° 95 x 78.9mm (4474cc) 240 bhp DIN 
at 5250 rpm. Compression ratio 8.5 to 1. Singe belt- 
driven overhead camshaft for each head. Bosch K- 
Jetronic fuel injection, Engine front mounted, 


Transmission: Dual dry-plate clutch on engine flywheel. 
Rear-mounted 5-speed synchromesh gearbox with central 
remote control, ratios 1.0, 1.34, 1.82, 2.47, and 
3.60 to 1. Final drive ratio 2.75 to l. 


Chassis: Galvanised steel monocoque with shock absorb- 
Ing Polyurethane covering on concealed’ in 
bumpers, Independent front suspension by coil springs, 
wishbones with negative scrub geometry, and ant 
ro'l bar. Power-assisted rack and pinion steering. 
Independent rear suspension “y coil springs, transverse 
upper links ‘and semi-trailing jower wishbones with 
controlled toe-in (Weissach-ax'le), plus anti-roll bar 
Servo-assisted dual diagonal circuit disc brakes. Bolt- 
on light-alloy wheels, fitted 225/50 VR 16 tyres. 


Dimensions: Wheelbase 8ft 2.4in. Track 5ft 0.cingae 
1.6in, Overall length 14ft 7.lin, Width 6ft 0O.2im. 
Weight 1 ton 8.5 cwt. 


Performance: Maximum speed 143 mph plus. Speeds im 
gears, fourth 119 mph, thi'd 88 mph, second 65 mph, 
first 43 mph, Standing kilometre 270s. Acceleration = 
0-62 mph 6.8s, 


Fuel consumption: DIN 13.0 WNtres/190 «=m (maker's 


figures). ‘ 


Rene Arnoux in close company with a disappointed Eddie Cheever early in the race as the Frenchman moved up the field to a fine victory. 


Who was the right one? 


Rene Arnoux’s victory but Patrick Neve’s day—Excellent second place for Ray Mallock—Eddie 


ae 


Cheever “’ jumps ’ 


—kKeke Rosberg threatens. Report: 


It was a day of mixed fortunes when the 
European Formula 2 championship opened 
under the guise of the new Daily Express 
International. Having his first ever 
Formula Two race in March’s Atlantic- 
chassised BMW-engined 772P was Patrick 
Neve and it was the young Belgian who 
took off at the start of the race and just 
walked away from the opposition. Michel 
Leclere followed but even he, the 
previous F2 winner at Silverstone, could 
do little about the flying Belgian and 
retired after 35 laps with a suspected 
broken valve spring in his Renault engine. 
Rene Arnoux in the works Martini then 
inherited second place having overtaken a 
flying Ray Mallock but just eight laps 
from the end, Neve hove into the view of 
the Woodcote grandstand, slewed side- 
ways in the corner and headed straight 
for his pit with a loose wheelnut. Off 
came the wheel and on went a new one, 
but by then Arnoux was on his way to 
what even Martini team manager Hughes 
de Chaunac called a lucky victory. Mal- 
lock in second place showed what we can 
expect not only from the new B40 
Chevron and Brian Hart’s latest 420R, but 
also from the man from Roade in whom 
Creighton Brown has shown tremendous 
faith. Neve still salvaged third but the 
rest were either some way back or, in 
the case of Cheever, penalised, but that’s 
2 longer story. Over 12,000 watched this 
first F2 race of the year, and even though 
mot all the promise of the season was 


forthcoming, they saw an interesting 
event. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


For the third time in its history, the Daily 
Express International Trophy race became a 
Formula Two race with the demands of the 
Formula One Constructors’ Association that 
there should be only one non-championship 
Formula One race in Britain each year. There- 
fore the International Trophy had to take on a 
new guise and despite their disastrous F2 ven- 
ture in 1975, the BRDC plumped for the opening 
European F2 round of the season to take on the 
title. 

The date of March 5/6 had its problems: the 
next round wasn’t for over a-month so ‘that if 
people wanted to give the first round a miss, 
they had lots of time to prepare for the second. 
Furthermore, the date was fairly early in the 
season as well and many competitors complained 
of lack of testing, but the season has to start 
somewhere. 

For the 47 lap race, there was a very healthy 
entry received of 42, of whom 26 would start, 
but the problems of non-qualifiers were soon 
alleviated as 14 didn’t turn up. The team 
changes of Maurizio Flammini and Keke Rosberg 
left gaps in the AFMP Euroracing with March 
GB and Toj teams respectively, so that accounted 
for two non-appearances, and Flammini didn’t 
turn up in the Chevron that he was due to race. 


Only one Ferrari engine managed to find its way . 


into Scuderia Everest’s Ralt chassis, that of 
Gianfranco Brancatelli, so there was no Lam- 
berto Leoni, and a number of Italians simply 
didn’t arrive: Sandro Presenti Rossi, Gaudenzio 
Mantova, Sosimo Turizio and Alfonso Giordano. 
Although Giancarlo Martini’s Everest Martini- 
Renault MK22 turned up, neither of those for 
hiliclimber Jimmy Mieusset nor Xavier Lapeyre 
were ready while John Morrison blew up his 
Lola’s engine during unofficial practice and 
Harald Ertl preferred to devote his finances to 
his Fl season. 


EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 
SILVERSTONE 


F2 


’ start—new Renault engines give trouble—Michel Leclere, Cheever take pole times 
BOB CONSTANDUROS. Photography : DAVID WINTER 


Much more important than that was the crowd 
that did turn up. They included the Elf Renault 
team, the Kauhsen team now in charge of the 
championship winning Elf Switzerland chassis, 
Ron Dennis’ Project Four team and both the 
AFMP Euroracing and works March teams. There 
was one Holbay Abarth engined Lola, a Ferrari 
engined Ralt was there for all to peruse, and 
Brian Hart’s new version of the 420R was avail- 
able in limited numbers. 

Practice was over two sessions on Saturday, 
one in the morning and the other after nearly) 
all the other classes had practised in the after. 
noon. On the previous Friday there had been 
testing, and the previous Wednesday—in fact 
many teams had had the opportunity to do all 


their development testing in the previous twa 


days, but that’s too late to experiment. 

During the very early laps of practice, Patrick 
Neve simply charged around in the Atlantic; 
chassised, BMW-engined March 772P and wheal 
his time was announced, that of 1m 22.09s, good 
enough for eleventh on a Formula One grid, ng 
one thought it could be bettered. Neve was 
driving the March with real professionalism, 
obviously realising the potential of the drive 4s 
well as the unique car, Robin Herd was m@ 
charge of the car, and Paul Rosche of BMW was 
keeping a close eye on the engine. When Brian 
Henton sprayed oil around the track in the first 
session, and Freddy Kottulinsky and Roberta 
Marazzi did the same in the afternoon, it seemed 
that Neve was safe on pole. 

But late in the session, when the track was 
quite clear Eddie Cheever went out in his Proj 
Four Ralt-BMW RT1 and whipped around te 
Im 21.98, 13/100ths quicker than his mori 
time. Michel Leclere in the new Ka 
chassis with °76 Renault engine obvi 
waited for the flying Ralt and together 
circulated for a brace of laps before Ch 
ran out of petrol. But Leclere had the ba 
between his teeth and just four laps from 
end of the session, took a 1m 21.85s to Cheever's 
lm 21.98s. It was quite a surprise, but im 
portant for Leclere to establish his ee 


Riccardo Patrese showing a fine turn of speed in 
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after all there are plenty of young lions in the 
Formula this year, aus he had to show them 
who’s boss. 


This then was the story of pole we PS and 
the front row. Neve was therefore stuck and 
left on the second row with Ray Mallock for 
company. Leclere’s pole time was actually in a 
different car to that used by Jean-Pierre Jabouille 
last year in that it was a new car basically built 
up in France, then built up properly into the 
race car in Willi Kauhsen’s workshops in 
Aachen, which are almost completely staffed by 
English race mechanics. To make the car more 
stable on bumpy tracks, there’s a 12 centimetre 
spacer between engine and gearbox which 
obviously lengthens the wheelbase. It all seemed 
to work well anyway, and the Frenchman had 
mo problems apart from a slightly damaged 
splitter. 

Eddie Cheever was back looking fit and 
healthy from rigorous BMW training in St Moritz 
and obviously pleased to be back in racing. How- 
ever, he wasn’t too pleased to be pipped by 
Leclere for pole which he really did want. He 
was eager to start the season off right, but 
expected a lower top gear to help in the race. 
Ron Dennis’ Project Four team had reworked 

“both Ralts quite considerably and the team were 
weil organised as usual. The engine bay had 
been modified for easy engine changes and 
Project Four had spent some four weeks on 
modifications. 

So much for the front row. Neve was stuck 
on the second row after a very professional 
performance in the F2 March, a formula new to 
him. Even Robin Herd ‘was surprised at the 
speed of the car which they slowly developed 
throughout the two days to excellent effect. 

Beside the hard-trying Neve was Ray Mallock, 
a heartening sight this for the locals as their 
hero from Roade adapted himself really well to 
the new Chevron B40 and the latest product 
from Brian Hart. “I’m amazed by what the car 
can do, 'm turning later and later into Becketts. 
It’s obviously an extremely good car,’ he said, 
while team patron Creighton Brown was mourn- 
ing the 1976 season which now seemed such a 
waste of time. Mallock caught up in the second 
session when he got the cear ratios sorted ou 


The third row wes headed by yet enothe 


| 


higher on the grid. Keke Rosberg had been taken 
back into the Fred Opert team to drive a 
Chevron-Hart B35 after bidding farewell to the 
German Toj team, and between Fred, Keke and 
mechanic Dick Bennett, all of whom had worked 
well together in the recent Tasman Atlantic 
season, it seemed that the professional Keke 
could really do well. However, after setting the 
third fastest time in the first session, 1m 22.73s, 
and looking as though he really was shifting, the 
man that all the ladies go for went off on the 
oil from Freddy Kottulinsky’s Ralt 15m into the 
second session. He was nearly collected as he 
sat in Becketts catch fencing by young Pironi 
who went off very shortly afterwards. The dam- 
age wasn’t too serious, but it would mean that 
Keke wouldn’t be able to improve his time. His 
Hart engine was one of the Mk 2 versions, not 
the very latest as in Mallock’s chassis. 


Also setting his time in the first session, along- 
side Rosberg, was Ingo Hoffman in the second 
Project Four Ralt. While Cheever’s Ralt showed 
the colours of Italy’s biggest cigarette producer 
MS, Hoffman’s was emblazoned with Safari, a 
bitters manufacturer from Brazil. Hoffman’s first 
session time of 1m 23s stayed because he had 
all sorts of brake and tyre problems in the 
second session and spent too long in the pits for 
a good time. 


The first of the Elf Martinis headed the fourth 
row, that of Arnoux—why so slow was the big 
question? They were expected to be the aces, 
especially Arnoux. The basic problem was lack of 
revs in top gear, they took too long to build up. 
Overnight the mechanics checked everything on 
the car, electrics, injection, the lot. The Mk 22 
was fine itself, but the very latest Renault engine, 
which has detailed changes from last year, was 
giving the trouble. However, next morning the 
trouble was mainly cured: and in the warm-up, 
things were better on Arnoux’ car, if not on 
team-mate Pironi’s. 

Beside Arnoux’ Im 23.14s came Bruno gikeo: 
melli in the first of Sandro Angeleri’s March-Hart 
722. The car featured a new rear end to take 
the latest Hart, and the Silverstone F3 champion 
settled in rapidly after a spark box problem in 
the morning meant only two laps of practice. 
But in the afternoon, after a damaged throttle 
linkage was cured, Bruno flew round in Im 23.24s 
showing instant adaptation. 


Heading row five should have been Brian 


Henton in the Netherton and Worth Boxer that 
he'll be taking to Europe this year, complete with 
brand new Hart engime. The Boxer was changed 
considerably from last year with lots of rear-end 


the Chevron-BMW B35 that he raced instead of his new Chevron-Ferrari. 


work, a new track and suspension, and a slightly 
longer wheelbase with a spacer between engine 
and gearbox. Henton flew around really well in 
1m 23.25s in the morning, but midway through 
the session, an oil pipe cracked and the oil flowed 
out before Brian noticed. The bearings suffered 
and it was a matter of finding another engine. 
Sadly, the new Harts don’t exist in quantity and 
there simply wasn’t another to fit, so Brian be- 
came a non-starter and Brian Lewis, team patron 
was left to drive his pram for the weekend. 

It was Giancarlo Martini then who had a gap 
alongside him. Martini is driving a Martini (as in 
Tico, not Giancarlo) complete with Renault en- 
gine. It was very different to a March he said, 
and he’d need lots of practice in the car. Renault 
engineers were keeping a close watch on the 


THE GRID 


Eddie Cheever Michel Leclere 
Ralt-BMW RT1 Kauhsen-Renault 
im 21.98s lm 21.85s 


Ray Mallock Patrick N 
Chevron-Hart B40 hraretl BMW. 772P 
lm 22.51s Im 22.09s 


Ingo Hoffmann 
Ralt-BMW RT1 
lm 23s 


Bruno Giiacomelli 
March-Hart 772 
Im 23.34s 


Giancarlo Martini 
Martini-Renault Mk22 
lm 23.30s 


Didier Plronl 
Martini- Renault Mk 22 
lm 23.56s 


Klaus Ludwig 
Kauhsen-Renault 
lm -98s 


tAlo Lawler 
Lola-Swindon BDX T462 
lm 25.03s 


Freddy Kottulinsky 
Ralt-BMW/Heidegger RTL 
lm 25.18s F 


Bob Evans 
Wheatcroft-Hart R26 
lm 26.18s 


*Bernard de Dryver 
March-Hart BDG 778 
lm 27.39s 

Wili Deutsch 
March-Hart 752 

Im 27.60s 

tain McLaren 

im 


*“@é ot set 7Pusbed 


Chevron Swindon BDX 835 
3031s 


Keke Rosberg 
Chevron-Hart B35 
lm 22.73s 


Rene Arno 
Martini- Renault IMk22 
lm 23.14s 


*Brian Henton 
Boxer-Hart PR276 
lm 23.35s 


Riccardo Patrese 
Chevron-BMW B35 
Im 23.41s 


tGianfranco Brancatelll 
Ralt-Ferrari/Dino RT1 
lm 23.77s 


Alberto Colombo 
March-BMW 772 
Im 24.12s 


Marc Surer 
Marck-BMW 772 
lm 25.08s 


Norman Diickson 
March-BMW 772 
im 25.98s 


Wink Bancroft 
Chevron-Hart B40 
im 26.71s 


Derek Cook 
Chevron-Smith BDG B27 
im 27.56s 


Val Musetti 
March-Swindon BDX 762 
l= 2Z?.7is 


of old 


+ 


Ludwig and the hard charging Colombo who was delayed ‘at the start. Ludwig was in championship-winning chassis used last year by Jabouille. 


engine, and Scuderia Everest were running the 
car. Martini set a lm 23.3s. 

Heading row six was the European Formula 
Three champion Riccardo Patrese still with 
Strebel sponsorship. While the Trivellato team 
have their Chevron-Ferrari B40, it had only just 
been completed, so the F2 debutant was driving 
the ex-Francia B35 chassis with BMW power in 
which he set a lm 23.4ls. 

Beside him sat another F2 debutant, Didier 
Pironi in the second Elf Martini on lm 23.56s, 
Pironi also being troubled with engine bothers 
like Amoux. They actually changed Pironi’s 
engine but it was really bad so he didn’t look 
too competitive at this time. 

A row further back was Gianfranco Brancatelli, 
yet another F2 newcomer debuting the new Fer- 
rari V6 Dino engine in F2, or rather re-debuting 
it. The Dino is an everlasting story, but with 
former Fl Ferrari development engineer Giulio 
Borsari in charge, it would seem to be a very 
conscious effort. The installation of the engine in 
Everest’s Ralt was only finished at lam on Satur- 
day morning, so that the dark Italian’s comments 
of “new oar, new engine, new circuit” were 
quite sufficient explanation of a 1m 23.77s. “The 
engine is good but not fantastic,” he said of its 
expected 315bhp, “there’s also a little problem in 
the chassis in that there’s understeer which 
suddenly changes to oversteer.”? The big installa- 
tion problem of the Ferrari engine concerning the 
sump is still to be reviewed, as Borsari said, it’s 
fairly deep. 

Beside Brancatelli sat Klaus Ludwig, entering 
his second season with the Willi Kauhsen team 
but now in the French Elf chassis. He had the 
actual championship-winning car, that of 
Jabouille, and set a 1m 23.98s but had a problem 
with an upright in the second session. 

Alberto Colombo on row eight was the only 
man in the 1m 24s, driving an AFMP Euroracing 
March-BMW 772. The BMW mill wasn’t the best, 
the team are waiting for their Hart engines to 
arrive. Colombo was one of three drivers to have 
March wheels of too small diameter which the 
Goodyears kept rolling off which was rather too 
exciting for all. Bernard de Dryver and Norman 
Dickson were the others. 

Alo Lawier in a brand new Lola came next 
om Im 25.03s, getting used to the car before 
Marc Surer, the Swiss former F3 driver in his 
March-BMW 772, Freddy Kottulinsky (Ralt-BMW/ 
Heidegger RT1) and Norman Dickson (March- 
BMW 772), all im the Im 25s with Kottulinsky 
heving the main trouble when he ran his bear- 
imgs after am of] pipe came off. Dickson had 
trouble with his meterimg unit Bob Evams shared 


the row with Dickson, a great disappointment for 
all‘this, for Bob had a fairly elderly Hart engine 
in the Wheatcroft which wouldn’t pull, and the 
handling and springing was really difficult to 
sort. However, he certainly tried hard for his 
lm 26.18s. Farther back was American Wink 
Bancroft in the second Opert Chevron, this a B40, 
who had all kinds of problems including fuel 
pressure disappearance, and then came a whole 
batch of problems: Bernard de Dryver whose 
Hart BDG wasn’t too good and had all sorts of 
troubles ; Willi Deutch had a loose flywheel in one 
session and the gearbox bearing seized in an- 
other; Val Musetti and Scot Iain McLaren just 
found their cars wouldn’t pull; and Derek 
Cook persevered with his Chevron B27. 

There were two other problems. Roberto 
Marazzi should have been just behind Kottulinsky 
in the Lola with Abarth/Holbay power, but blew 
both engines in the course of the two days, and 
de Dryver non-started when his head gasket went 
in the morning warm-up session. 


RACE 


Even as the grid formed up, there were more 
problems. There were gaps where De Dryver and 
Henton should have been, but then Brancatelli 
was pushed off with a large pool of oil under the 
Ferrari engine and a mixture of oil and water 
inside it, and Alo Lawler went the same way with 
an electrical problem. Willi Deutsch’s March was 
being examined in close detail while Keke Ros- 
berg made a visit to the pits to warn the Opert 
team that his run would be short: the clutch 
was on its way out. 

Thus when the grid formed under the overcast 
skies for the 47 lap event, there were 22 cars. 
The startline procedure was changed from a roll- 
ing start to forming up on a dummy grid and 
then forming up on the proper one for 10s on 
the wave of a green flag. However, when the 
green flag was waved, Cheever was off like a 
scalded cat down to Copse while everyone else 
waited on the real grid. Cheever, like some others, 
thought there was still a warm-up lap to go, 
but he was the only one to take off. As he 
slowed, realising the errors of his ways, the lights 
turned green and the rest’ set off behind him. 
Leclere was thinking that they’d probably call 
Cheever back for the real start, so he wasn’t 
really ready for the start and it was Neve who 
got the jump on everyone with Leclere next, then 
Mallock and Cheever chopped in as they went 
round Copse. Deutsch broke his gearbox on the 
Startline, so that was his lot while Colombo 
assured himself of last place as he'd fitted a long 


first gear for the rolling start, and then decided 
to use lots of rev for the revised start. He sat 
there with his wheels spinning as everyone went 
by, and then the engine died when he went off, 
so he was at the back of what was now a 21-car 
field. . 

At the end of lap one, it was Neve out in 
front from Leclere, Mallock, Cheever, Amoux, 
Martini, Giacomelli, Hoffmann and Pironi before 
the rest. A lap later, Neve had 1.4s on Leclere, 
but this was early days. The young lions, Cheever 
and Arnoux were busy fighting out fourth spot 
behind Mallock in third and behind the follow- 
ing Martini, Giacomelli was to retire with no 
clutch after an impressive if brief showing. Hoff- 
mann has his hands full in seventh with Rosberg 
and Pironi right behind him while Ludwig com- 
pleted the top ten being challenged for the place 
by Patrese. 

At the front Neve was quietly pulling out the 
hundredths of seconds which were to give him 
a nearly 3s lead by ten laps. Leclere in his 
blue Elf looked secure and Mallock wasn’t far 
behind. However, Arnoux was by the dispirited 
and penalised Cheever on lap eight at Copse in 
a determined move and, while Eddie hung on, 
the next move for the Martini-Renault driver yas 
on Mallock. Martini was going really well in his 
Martini with Hoffmann and Pironi next up, now 
alone as Rosberg pulled off at the ten lap mark 
with his clutch finally useless, 

The white March continued to pull away at the 
front as the race went on. There was no stopping 
it. Leclerey seemed powerless, the gap just in- 
creased, very slowly, but surely. {t grew to 4s 
by lap 20 and it was on that lap that Armmoux 
finally got Mallock. His move had been the same 
as Neve’s, just slowly creeping up—the gap be- 
tween the Martini and Chevron remained at 
exactly Is for several laps but in just one lap 
Arnoux closed up dramatically on Mallock and 
was by. Cheever was in fifth on the road, but 
knew of his 1m penalty so Martini was looking 
good for that position. It never came about though 
for the oil pressure took a dive and so did Martini 
—for the pits, after a good showing. 

Behind Martini in seventh position on the road 
was Ingo Hoffmann but on lap 12, as early as 
that, the engine started misfiring. Sometimes it 
was dreadful, popping and banging, sometimes 
relatively healthy, but it took its toll and by 
lap 20, the following Pironi had caught up and 
gone by. Patrese was to follow him too, and if 
things got much worse for Ingo, Ludwig and 
Colombo, now fully recovered and healthy, weren't 
far behind. This !tot, plus Kottulinsky, were the 
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continued 

only cars on the same lap as the leaders, Iain 
McLaren had.‘ given up the struggle with his 
enpine, and Bob Evans, dealing manfully with an 
obviously mishandling car, was put out of his 
misery with a jolt when a bolt holding the rear- 
Shock absorber sheered on the Wheatcroft at 
Club—not a pleasant corner for anything to hap- 
pen—and he headed for the pits. _ 

~ The next 10 laps to 30 just saw Neve increas- 
ing the lead again, It went out from 3.7s to 7.6s 
in those 10 laps, but even so, it wasn’t thought 
to be too great. Perhaps there was something 
wrong with the Leclere Kauhsen-Renault but it 
wasn’t manifesting itself. Thé gap just widened. 
Back in sixth on the road, behind the leader, 
Arnoux (slowly pulling away from Mallock still, 
but only by hundredths) and Cheever, came 
Pironi, with Patrese right behind. The two F2 
debutants were going well, but one was to show 
his inexperience. Patrese’s visor started misting 
up and he was having to back off to clear it 
every now and then. This then allowed Hoffmann 
to close back up again, and Colombo was closing 
too. In the 10 laps, there was just one retire- 
ment, that of Bancroft who’d been running with 
Norman Dickson. The Californian’s weekend of 
ilkluck wasn’t changing for a header pipe came 
right off and Wink parked the Chevron. 

As they went past the 30 lap mark, there were 
two things noticeable. Leclere was dropping from 
the ever-flying Neve. The engine note began to 
change and the gap was out to 10s, and equally, 
Arnoux was closing. Then it started making nasty 
noises, the engine note was raucous: it wasn’t 
going to continue like that for long. Finally on 
lap 35, with Arnoux just under 4s behind, Leclere 
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Ingo Hoffmanh (Ralt) on the left, Didier Pironi (Martini) in the middle and Keke Rosberg (Chevron on the outside: the up and comers looking for a line. 


pitted from his second place. 
changed the black box and the battery, but it 
didn’t make any difference, a broken valve spring 
was suspected, so Michel left the blue Kauhsen 
car at Maggots—that’s as far as he got. 


It wasn’t a good time for the Kauhsen team, 
for at the same time, Ludwig pitted from being 
the final unlapped runner in tenth on the 
road. He couldn’t get any gears and after some 
adjustment, he retired. In two laps both cars had 
gone. Leclere’s demise left Neve in command 
by over:20s from Arnoux, the tidy Mallock who 
was still charging along now in third, Cheever 
was some way back on the road in fourth without 
his penalty, and. even farther back was the bunch 
led by Pironi. At various times he had Patrese 
or Hoffmann on his tail, with Colombo not far 
behind and this looked to be the only battle 
left. Hoffmann was doing wonders with his misfir- 
ing car, pressurising when he could and the 
engine didn’t misfire too badly and easing up 
when it was popping and banging. Marc Surer 
was the first of the lapped in ninth position, but 
he got a slow puncture which dropped him three 
places, albeit temporarily. 


So it absolutely looked to. be Neve’s victory, a 
fine first-time-out run. But with just eight laps to 
go, he went into Stowe and found the car: wobbly. 
He thought it was a slow puncture, but at the 
chicane, the car slid sideways and he saw the 
wheel leaning over at an angle. Fortunately he 
too was at an angle, heading towards the pit 
road and that’s where he went. One of the nuts 
was loose so that it necessitated a quick change 
and back out, but while he had a cushion to 
Arnoux, the little Frenchman soon ate that up 
and- went into the lead. Mallock went by too, 
then Cheever and out came Neve. The bit was 
between his teeth in an amazing way—he tore 
out and two laps later smashed the F2 lap record 


Mallock drove a superb race in the new Ardmore Chevron, here being caught by Arnoux’s Martini. 


Renault 


The mechanics - 


with a lm 21.85s which would have put him 
on pole position for the race. Two laps before 
the end, he took Cheever and was hauling in 
Mallock by 2.6s a lap but the gap was too much, 
and when the flag heralded Arnoux’s first victory 
of the season, and the fine second place for 
Mallock, Neve was 3.29s behind. 


In all this, Pironi had gone off the road at 
Stowe when being pressurised hard by Colombo, 
he just got a rear wheel on the dirt and the car 
took over, not doing any serious damage, but 
heralding instant retirement. Thus, behind 
Cheever on the road, Hoffmann brought his amaz- 
ing Ralt—still misfiring from what was probably 
the ignition box—while Colombo and Patrese had 
also had praiseworthy races even if slightly fur- 
ther back. Cheever lost out due to his minute 
penalty and came home in seventh place, the final 
unlapped runner while Kottulinsky and Surer 
were one lap further back. 


“We were lucky,’ confessed Hughes de 
Chaunac afterwards, “ but everyone needs a little 
luck in racing,” and Ray Mallock, having shown 
his mettle on the race track, certainly had some 
in the scrutineering bay afterwards. The Chevron 
was right on the weight limit, rather too close for 
comfort. 


29th Daily Express International Trophy race 
European Formula 2 championship, round one 
Silverstone, March 6 


47 laps, 137.80 miles, 221.75 kms 

1, Rene Arnoux (Martini-Renault/Gordini MK22), lhr 5m 
45.52s, 125.74mph, 202.35kph; 

2, Ray Mallock (Chevron-Hart B40), lhr 6m 0.32s; 

3, Patrick Neve (Matrch-BMW 772P), lhr 6m 3.61s; 

4, Ingo Hoffmann (Ralt-BMW 772), lhr 6m 23.37s; 

5, Alberto Colombo (March-BMW 772), Lhr 6m 23.37s; 

6. Riccardo Patrese (Chevron-BMW 835), lhr 6m _ 25.27s; 

7, Eddie Cheever (Ralt-BMW RT1), lhr 7m 6.47s; 8, 

Freddy Kottulinsky (Ralt-BMW/Heidegger RT1), 46 laps; 9% 

Marc Surer (March-BMW 772), 46 ‘aps; 10, Norman Dickson 

(March-BMW 772), 45 taps; 11, Derek Cook (Chevron-Smith/ 

BDG 627), 45 laps; 12, Vai Musetti (March-Swindon/BDX 

762), 44 taps. : 

Fastest lap : Nevé, Im 21.85s, 128.96mph (record). 


Rene Arnoux — winner. 


Tiff Needeli and Geoff Lees fighting it out for third place in the opening Vandervell F3 round. 


Hello goodbye Dolly 


Stephen South overcomes Unipart challenge to score the year’s 


first F3 win—Fine drive by Lees— Report : QUENTIN SPURRING. 


F3 


Although overshadowed in practice by 
the remarkable performance of _ the 
Triumph Dolomite engines in the Unipart 
Marches of Ian Taylor and Tiff Needell, 
Stephen South found superb form for the 
epening round of the Vandervell Formula 
3 Championship on Sunday. South took 
his unsponsored, one-year-old March- 
Toyota into the lead at the start and was 
never really threatened, carving a quarter 
of a second off the lap record during a 
smooth, fast, and very professional drive. 
Taylor, his newer car handling badly, 
came in second, while Geoff Lees in the 
works Chevron B38 overcame a poor grid 
position and Needell to claim a hard- 
earned third place. Following the four 
British drivers to the flag came German 
Bertram Schafer (Ralt-Toyota) and 
American Danny Sullivan, giving the new 
Argo a most promising debut. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


Although the entry for the opening round of 
the Vandervell series was strong on quality, 
gumerically up to par, and downright rich in 
terms of new cars, there was a general air of 
mmreadiness about it. A mere handful of teams 
had been able to test to their satisfaction, if at 
ell, during England’s recent wet spell. With 
the new Chevrons having problems with the 
latest F3 rear wing regulations (which bring the 
wing 20cms further forward), qualifying was all 
about Ralt and March, and there were seven 
of Ron Tauranac’s products to take on eight 
machines from Bicester. 

Three of ithe Ralts were brand new, and three 
ethers were brought up to the latest spec. The 
letest car features a revised rear suspension and 
rear wing assembly, plus new bodywork which, 
s2id the Ralt drivers, contributed anything up to 
=m extra 200 revs down the straight. But there 
wes no Ralt with a Triumph Dolomite engine, 
and that was what was needed last Saturday. 
For even with.the new found straightline speed 
of the Ralts, no one had an answer to Ian 
Taylor in the Unipart March 773. 

The 1973 Forward Trust Champion gave notice 
& all that he is back in F3, and in a very 
serious frame of mind about it. Lapping 0.19sec 
eeder Bruno Giacomelli’s lap record, in 1m 
2@47s, Taylor took a Triumph-powered F3 car 
& its first pole position, and was closely fol- 
iewed by his new team-mate, Tiff Needell 
1-30.02). Holbey are keeping very mum about 
@zectly whet bes been dome to the Dolomite 
|@mugime ower the winter, save to confirm that the 
amet mow bas 2 lomger stroke The result is 2 
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definite advantage at the top end, and during 
qualifying the Unipart duo were passing cars 
at will on the long run down to Stowe, some- 
times even dispensing with a tow. The display 
demoralized all the opposition, except for 
Stephen South. 

South, entering a third season of F3 with 
his financial resources stretched to the limit 
and beyond, restated the Toyota/Novamotor case 
in no uncertain terms, splitting the Dolomite- 
powered cars with a sub-record lap in 1:29.83. 
South handled his March 763 in style, but no 
ee gave him the ghost of a chance come race 

ay. 

Alongside Needell on the second row was the 
fastest Ralt, a new face in the cockpit. John 
Nielsen is a 21-year-old former Danish Formula 
Ford Champion who campaigned a GRD in F3 
last year in Europe. His Ralt, painted a turgid 
brown, was brand new, and he had never seen 
Silverstone in his life, so his 1:30.41 marked him 
as very much a man to watch this year. Two 
more Ralts, both last year’s models with the 
1977 revisions, made up the third row, Ian 
Flux’s familiar Ockley-sponsored car (1:30.64) 
and that of revitalized Australian Paul Berna- 
sconi, who surprised all but himself with a 
1:30.97. Bertram Schafer, who has abandoned 
BMW power to follow the Toyota herd and took 
delivery of a new Ralt during the week, split an 
oil line in practice and spun on his own oil into 
the catchfencing at Stowe, but the German 
repaired the car in time to start from the fourth 
row (1:31.00). He shared it with American 
James King in the first of the works 773 
Marches (1:31.03), the latest model featuring a 
stiffer chassis and revised bodywork. 

With Patrick Neve so effectively behind the 
wheel of an F2 car, King’s compatriot Danny 
Sullivan was entrusted with the debut of Jo 
Maraquart’s new Argo, having done what testing 
has been possible at Snetterton. Despite a lack 
of straightline speed, he qualified this pretty 
car ahead of the best-placed Chevrons (1:31.15). 

These were the works cars of Geoff Lees 
(1:31.37) and Swede Eje Elgh (1:31.43). The 
problem with the new B38 F3 car was that 
the nose shape was creating too much downforce 
at the front to be counteracted by the reposi- 
tioned rear wing, producing chronic oversteer. 
Having gained permission to run his car with 
the F2s in their race morning warm-up, Lees 
elected to readjust it and race with much of the 
splitter removed in the hope that he had thus 
achieved a good balance. Elgh stayed as he 
was, and started from the sixth row with the 
updated Ralt of Geoffrey Brabham (1:31.45). 

Mario Ferraris with the second works March 
(this ome fitted with Fl-type “skirts”) had also 


chunking. Timed at 1:31.56, the F3 debutant 
shared row 7 with Patrick Bardon, now im @ 
new Ralt (1:31.74). Bardinon is sponsored this 
year by the Paris-based Skin Service concern 
which, thankfully, is not what it sounds: it’s a 


- Jeather cleaning firm. The Trivellato team were 


the first to take delivery of a B38 Chevron, for 
“Beppe” Gabbiani, who had even tested in Italy: 
but he was unable to match the times of the 
works drivers (1:31.85). Both the 773 Marches 
of Sandro Angeleri’s Euroracing team, drives 
by Brazilian Mario Pati (1:32.12) and, in the 
absence of Federico van der Hoeven, by Swedish 
F3 Champion Conny Ljungfeldt (1:33.02), were 
disappointingly far down the grid. They were 
split by Derek Warwick in his new Warwick 
Trailers entered Chevron. Even European 
Formula Ford Champions must get used to 
driving with wings and racing tyres: consider- 


' ing the B38’s wing problems, Warwick's 1:32.93 


was a respectable effort. 

One of the winners of last September’s Tourist 
Trophy Group 2 race, Belgium’s Pierre Dieu- 
donné, was next up in Dr Joseph Ehrlich’s 


~ venerable ES6 (1:33.18), alongside Dutchman Jan 


Lammers, finding F3 hard work in the unim- 
pressive, although modified, Hawke DL18& 
(1:33.57); a new car should be ready in May. 
Derek Daly managed 1:33.59 with Derek Me- 
Mahon’s new Chevron before a bent valve ended 
his practice; he was able to borrow: a rather 
tired engine from fellow F3 debutant Don 
Farthing for the race. Ivor Jones’s colourful 
British Islands Racing March 743 was timed at 
1:33.84, while Farthing himself with his ex- 
Hayje ’76 spec Ralt, Belgian Pascal Witmeur 
(Modus M1), John Bright in the untried Wheat- 
croft and Barrie Maskell (Dastle Mk12) qualified 
well off the pace. The ex-FF man had a parti- 
cularly fraught time getting his Wheatcroft on to 
the grid: first, the team had to do an all-nighter 
on Thursday fitting an engine borrowed from Dr 
Ehrlich after their own power unit was delayed 
and then they fitted the Atlantic car’s radiators 
on the sides, only to find that they were classed 
as “coachwork” and that the car was now too 
wide. The rads were repositioned on the rear 
wing strut for the race, but Bright had to qualify 
untimed. 

The BRDC organizers had decided that the F3 
cars should have a rolling start,.as was planned 
for the F2s. The decision to revert to a standing 
start for the main race came too late to change 
the arrangements for the F3s, although the 
prospect of a start on the move was not popular 
among the drivers. 

Was anyone going to catch the supremely 
confident Taylor ? 

RACE 

After a lap behind the Triumph TR7 pace car, 
the start was as messy a’ had been feared, and 
as the pack bore down on Copse it was South 
who emerged in front to lead Taylor, Bernas- 
coni, Needell, Nielsen, Flux, Schafer and the 
works Chevrons of Lees and Elgh. Nielsen, 


unfortunately, failed to last the lap, forced to 
pit with a fuel pipe blockage; he later continued, 


‘but the engine had gone off and the Dane was 


unable to reveal his true pace. 

Inch by inch, South consolidated his advantage 
over Taylor, while Bernasconi continued his 
practice form by establishing his Ralt firmly in 
third place, and Lees quickly disposed of Schafer 
and moved up to challenge Flux. The ex-FV man 
was driving really well: having discovered at the 
start that his throttle return spring was almost 
useless, he was having to bring the throttle back 
with his foot. Just as Lees made his lap 6 move 
at the Woodcote chicane, the throttle stuck open 
and Flux spun, letting the Chevron through into 
fifth place. Halfway round the next lap, Flux’s 
throttle jammed wide open midway through Stowe 
and he got on to the brakes and steered for the 
catchfencing, incurring little damage. 

South now moved dramatically further ahead 
in the lead, and Taylor knew why. During 
practice, he had never run for more than si 
laps consecutively; now, with the tyres at fall 
operating temperature, the pole man realised that 
he had on too much rear wing. The Unipar 
Narch was understeering badly, and Taylor foune 
himself having to drop a gear in the fastest 
corners. 


Team-mate Needell had his wing a couple of 


notches further down, but even so was being 
given a real old-fashioned F3 monstering by 
Lees, the B38 obviously now in better shape. 
On lap 10 Bernasconi lost his Sme third place 
with a spin at Becketts, comtinwine to the pits 
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continued 

“> check out the car, the Needell/Lees duel 
scame even more urgent, and there were English- 
gen in the top four places. 

It seems likely that Bernasconi lost it on dirt 
“srown on to the track by the leader, who put 
= wheel over the edge and dug his nosecone 
‘sto the earth. The torn splitter slowed the leading 
Miarch, but not enough for the hampered Taylor 
s> make much impression, although the Unipart 
eer did now begin to inch closer. The crowd’s 
gttention was firmly focused on the third place 
battle, however. Having scrabbled alongside 
Needell at Stowe a little earlier, Lees finally 
managed to pass the Dolomite-powered car on 
the outside of the same corner with three laps 
fo go. As South came in a delighted winner, still 
mith almost 2secs in hand over Taylor, Lees had 
little trouble holding off Needell for third place 
» another 12secs behind. 

In an effort to find more speed down the 
straight, Sullivan had removed the rear wing tab 


Nose to tail through the Silverstone chicane bounce Capris of Craft and Spice. 


on the Argo, resulting in spectacular oversteer 
in the fast corners. But the Amer:can kept the 
car on the island and followed Schafer Lome for 
sixth place, never having mounted any kind of a 
challenge to the German, although Schafer had 
been unable to test his Ralt following the Satur- 
day repair job, and found the car oversteering 
and badly balanced. : 
Elgh initially split these two, but fell back to 
participate in an entertaining dice for seventh 
place with Geoff Brabham. On the penultimate 
lap, Brabham locked up everything in sight and 
smoked by the Chevron coming into the chicane. 
After Bardinon- had left the fray at Becketts 
in a big way, badly damaging his new Ralt, 
Dieudonné had no trouble taking ninth place 
ahead of Daly’s Chevron, which had been driven 
up the field very nicely. Next came the three ill- 
handling cars of Ljungfeldt, Gabbiani and War- 
wick, followed by Lammers (with a minute 
docked for omitting the chicane) and Bernasconi. 
Bright, the unimpressive Witmeur and Ferraris, 
who had a couple of spins and a pitstop to check 
his March, completed the list of finishers. 
King had his March up into eighth place when 
he dropped it at Becketts, wiping off the nose, 


The Spice of life 


Capris take early lead in Group 1 race—Craft unlucky—Renault and 
Alfa challenge Avenger—Report: ANN BRADSHAW. 


“He would have won if he had kept 
going” ... “We've had it there four 
times and then been beaten.” So went 
Chris Craft’s sad story as told first by 
Gordon Spice and then Craft following the 
first.round of the Tricentrol British Saloon 
Car Championship at Silverstone on Sun- 
day. It was a distraught Chris who had 
done battle royal with Gordon for 17 nail 
biting laps only to be robbed of that 
elusive victory by a gearbox stuck in top. 
The two Capri drivers had shown the 
crowd what they had learnt in 1976 about 
pedalling these cars round the airfield 
circuit. Lap after lap they had both dived 
for the same line round corners, entered 
the chicane like two carriages of an 
express train and disappeared down 
straights like Siamese twins joined by 
their door handles. Yet one always felt 
that Craft had the upper hand. 

What a marvellous start to the season 
for a championship that, only two weeks 
2go, looked doomed to obscurity, another 
mameless series. Then along came Tri- 
centro! like a fairy godmother carrying a 
They adopted this orphan 
bead meemeced to upset 2l] its other 


foster parents and gave it their name. The 
happy ending to this story is that the 
sponsors, too, are happy. Tony Mayes of 
Tricentrol is already thinking in terms of 
taking up the three year option and his 
next step is to consult the drivers on how 
they can all make it a good championship. 

But the fine performance by Craft’s 
Hammonds Sauce Group and Spice’s 
Gordon Spice Group Capris must not 
overshadow the supporting roles played 
by 25 other hopefuls. Fine drives to 
honours in Class B went to Tony Dron in 
his Dolomite Sprint and in Class C to 
Peter Hilliard in his Alfetta. However, 
Class D was where much of the action 
was found. Barrie “Whizzo” Williams 
has always been noted for playing to the 
crowd, but on Sunday he gave one of the 
best performances of his life. Aided and 
abetted by Brian Muir’s Renault 5TS and 
Bernard Unett’s Avenger he put fun back 
into the sport. How these three saloon 
aces kept their cars on the road while per- 
forming antics that stunt men would find 
difficult can only be surmised at. All that 
one can hope is that no spectators tried 
those tricks on the way home. 


while Pati had an early spi= m the Eurco- 
racing car and was working beck up when 2 
spin and a collision damaged his mosecone and 
deranged his gear selectors. Jones (11 laps) and 
Farthing (only two) both stopped out on the 
circuit, and Maskell spun the Dastle off the road 
at Club. : 

It was perhaps the most entertaining event of 
the day, and amid the various midfield dices & 
was easy to overlook the dominant performance 
of Stephen South, who staved off the Dolomite 
onslaught for one more race. South broke the 
lap record three times during a most impressive 
drive: where are you, sponsors? ; : 

Vandervell International Formula 3 Race 


Silverstone, March 
Vandervell Formula 3 Championship, round 1 


ap’ 4 miles 
1, Stephen South (March-Toyota/Nova 763), 30m 9.8is, 
16.64 mph; 

lan Taylor (March-Triumph/Holbay 773), 30m 11.0s; 

» Geo Lees (Chevron-Toyota/Nova B38), m 23.1s; 

, Tiff Needell (March-Triumph/Holbay 773), 30m 23.82s; 
Bertram Schafer (Ralt-Toyota/Nova RT1), 30m 32.8s; 
Danny Sullivan (Argo-Toyota/Nova JM1), 30m 36.076; 

7, Geoffrey Babham (Ralt-Toyota/Nova RT1), 30m 44.03s; 
8, Eje Elgh (Chevron-Toyota/Nova B38), 30m 44.835; 9, 
Pierre Dieudonne (Ehrlich-Toyota/Nova ES6), 30m 58.41s; 
10, Derek Daly (Chevron-Toyota/Nova B38), 31m 2.68s; 11, 
Conny Ljungfeldt (March-Toyota/Nova 773), 31m 4,32s; 12, 
Beppe Gabbiani (Chevron-Toyota/Nova B38), 31m 8.39s; etc. 
Fastest lap: South, 1m 29.63s, 117.76 mph (record). 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


It’s the year of the Capri, seven 3-litre versions 
surviving practice to make the grid. It would 
have been eight but for a dropped valve in the 
engine of Win Percy’s Samuri/Bradshaw car dur- 
ing Friday’s unofficial practice. With no pistons 
for the spare engine the car was a very early 
non-starter. New for the Capris this year are a 
brake balance bar, high ratio steering rack (which 
should be good for Brands Hatch), a cold air 
intake and a front spoiler bringing an equally new 
extra 2s per lap. Gordon Spice took pole on his 
last practice lap with lm 47.42s, Tom Walkin- 
shaw’s record from last year being im 49.30s. 
He was happy with his basically unchanged car 
but would have liked longer to test the new 
Racing Services engine that had been hurriedly 
fitted on Friday following problems testing in the 
wet at Croft. Second and third fastest were also 
Capris: Vince Woodman in his team Esso Uniflo 
car on 1m 47.44s and Chris Craft on 1m 47.45s. 
It was obviously useful to have a year’s ex 
perience of these cars under your belt. 

Two class B cars occupied the second row of 
the grid. Dron’s Dolomite, with the addition since 
last year of Weber carburetters, a close ratio 
four-speed gearbox and ventilated disc brakes, 
was on Im 47.55s, while Gerry Marshall’s DTV/ 
Blydenstein Magnum was on lm 48.29s. The 
times were all too close for anyone to rest 
easy. : 

Row three saw the eagerly awaited Tom Wal- 
kinshaw BMW 530i sandwiched between the Capris 
of Colin Vandervell and Stuart Graham. Tom had 
suffered, along with most other competitors, from 
lack of dry testing. He looked rather despondent 
after initial laps, commenting: “It is all right in 
a straight line, it stops okay, but it doesn’t 
handle.” He then went off on Friday night to 
spend a few hours in the smallest room in the 
house scratching his head and managed a 
Im 49.22s. Stuart Graham was the first Capri 
newcomer on the grid. He is still getting acclima- 
tised to the car but, with his driving skill and 
Ted Grace building the car, he should be 
optimistic. be 

Jeff Allam had sent his own men to Blyden- 
steins to build his Magnum and he sat on the 
fourth row of the grid alongside Freddie Jacks 


oyeeye 


in the ex-Walkinshaw Capri. Both men have, — 


taken the step from Production Saloons to Group 
One and seem to be adapting very quickly. 

Mike Wilds, in his first season in tin tops, was 
on the, fifth row with a Dolomite. He had had 
practice problems with the tie bar pulling out 
and the discs falling in half and was hoping for 
a happier race. With him on this row after un- 
happy practice was 1976 Belgian Group One 
champion Michel de Deyne in his Opel Com- 
modore. It is a private deal and he can only 
afford two .or three races in this country even 
though he prefers racing here to racing on his 
home ground: In practice his diff broke so he 
was forced to race with a shori diff and high 
profile Michelins, instead of the long diff anc 
low profile Dunlops. Keeping the two men com- 
pany was Wendy Markey, who will be doing pare 
of the championship as her car’s engine will soom 
be changed and she will take her Mazda RX3 
off to ETC rounds. 

The first of the Alfa Romeos shared the next 
row of the grid with 1976 Champion Berard 
Unett in his Mopar Avenger. This was Derek 
Lawrence’s Mario Deliotti 2-litre Alfetta. Bemard 


» 


The spice of Life 


seemed to have the small class sewn up after 
only six practice laps, recording 1m 57.7€s-— 
his record standing at 2m 03.06s. The opposition 
were expecting problems but this in a three-and- 
a-half-year-old car about to do its last race was 
quite silly. 5; 

Row seven had age and experience on its 
side. Jon Dooley (Alfetta) just one of a team of 
four Alfas entered by Napolina Alfa Romeo 
Dealer ‘Team, Barrie Williams, Alfa GT Junior, 
and Brian Muir, Renault 5TS. Jon had his prob- 
lems in practice with his engine cutting out, a 
shortage of power and a need for stiffer suspen- 
sion. He is confident that the car has potential, 
but shares Stuart Graham’s view that the ‘season 
has started too soon. Barrie’s car was raced last 
year by Peter Hilliard and this year has three 
sponsors — Gerry Marshall, who will be enter- 
ing it under Marshall-Wingfield, with Mayfair, 
owns the front, Tony Hennin, of Autoextra, the 
back, and Barrie’s dad, of Bromyard Engineer- 
ing, the middle. Barrie said it handled beauti- 
fully but felt like he was towing a caravan 
around, with Gerry in the back supping ale —I 
suppose he knows the definition of handling 
beautifully. Brian Muir, of course, had his 
baptism in Martin Thomas’s Renault last year 
(though he never actually raced it) and proved 
it then to be a very quick car and was very 
happy about his prospects. : ‘ 

Next came an unhappy Peter Slade hoping that 
the carburetter problems causing his Mazda 
RX3 to cut out round corners would soon be 
cured. With him was Rex Greenslade in an Alfa- 
sud, not too disappointed at getting only 
2m 02.09s as he is waiting for an Isd and close 
ratio box, Alan Curnow’s Mini 1275 sat on row 
nine alongside an unhappy Stuart Patterson in 
his Capri. Stuart had blown one engine in prac- 
tice and was plagued by other niggling problems 
all weekend. 

Reminiscent of last year, there were only two 
cars in Class C. Gone are the lonely Toyotas 
and in their place are the Alfetta of Peter Hil- 
liard and the VW Golf GTI of Richard Lloyd. 
Peter was last on row nine with 2m 04.55s and 
Richard was first on row 10 with 2m 05.44s in a 
Golf he bought just over a week ago as a road 
car. He realised it had potential and sent it off to 
Don Nelson, of Bridge Motor Works, in Leicester. 
In the short time available only slight modifica- 
tions could be done and the engine had to be 
left standard. Knowing that there is a lot more to 
come out of this very attractive car, for which 
Richard is hoping to get Vladivar Vodka backing, 
he is very happy about its performance. 

Alongside Richard, getting used to driving 
again after a four-month rest, was Malcolm 
Wayne in an Alfasud. Bringing up the rear on 
row 11 were a brace of new Renault 5TSs for 
Susan Tucker-Peake and Charles Sawyer-Hoare 
who had no less than six sponsors for his car. 
Clive Richardson should have been on the grid 
with another Alfasud but a puncture in practice 
took him into the catch fencing and he was 
unable to qualify. 


RACE 


After getting over the initial shock of being led 
into Copse for the first time by Gerry Marshall, 
Chris Craft and Gordon Spice got on with the 
job of leading the race and entertaining the 
crowd. There was the usual jostling for posi- 
tions on lap one but when the pack came 
screeching into Woodcote for the first time it was 
Craft’s brown Capri in command. In hot pursuit 
came Spice, Marshall, Dron (trying to prove his 
boast that he is the best driver in the world), 
Walkinshaw and Woodman. No 


The debut of the new V f 


when replaced after the water pump change had 
only its top bolts secured and it had consequently 
swung into the fan. The Williams/Muir battle 
continued until lap 17 when Muir slowed 
dramatically with either plug lead or pushrod 
problems — only close scrutiny of the engine will 
tell. 

Further up the field there were several private 
battles developing. Gerry Marshall, following his 
gearbox seizure minutes before the. start when 
his men had changed it in a record 18m, had 
pitted with a puncture and rejoined the race in 
19th position but fourth on the road right be- 
hind Vandervell. He stayed there for the rest of 
the race, harrying the Capri, although this was 
by no means a new Situation as they are old foes 
from last year. Gerry’s only trouble with being so 
close to the Capri was that he was losing his 


brakes as the air could not get to his car. Close . 


behind this pair of do or die aces came Jeff 
Allam in hot pursuit of Freddie Jacks. 
Meanwhile the casualties had started. On lap 
three Michel de Deyne broke his fanbelt and 
overheated and on lap five the BMW’s fuel pump 


_ seized. However, the BMW’s potential has shown 


and Walkinshaw is certain that, with the right 


FORMULA FORD 


Dunlops and more development. be can be = 
contention by Easter. Peter Slade had also give= 
up the battle with his Mazda and joimed the 
early retirements. Vince Woodman was tO £0 
on lap 12 when his engine dropped a valve. 

Commentators and spectators alike thought 
that Dron’s Dolomite was due for retirement, but 
the flat-sounding engine was due to a bad cam- 
shaft. The car finished strongly and now that 
Ralph Broad has found the desired reliability he 
is going for more power. Lap 12 nearly saw the 
Greenslade Alfasud in the banking as he got it 
all wrong coming out of the chicane and passed — 
the pits looking very out of control on the 
grass. 

As the battles intensified the lap records began 
to drop, Spice and Craft taking it in turns in 
Class A, with Craft setting the seal on it at 
Im 46.28s, 99.32mph. Gerry Marshall. took the 
Class B record and left it at lm 47.11s, 98.55mph. 
No one could touch Win Percy’s 1976 1m 53.60s 
in Class C, the best Peter Hilliard could do being 
2m 00.24s, 87.78mph, while in Class D Bernard 
Unett saved himself by setting a new record at 
Im 58.09s, 89.38mph. 

By lap 16 Craft really looked set for the 
deserved win that Gordon Spice had predicted 
before the race, but it was not to be. At the end 
of lap 17 it was Spice’s white car that came 
powering through Abbey Curve by itself with 
Craft limping into the pits. It was just left to 
Spice to keep ahead of Vandervell, who had 
more than his hands full keeping Marshall at 
bay. Following them at a discreet distance came 
a lonely Stuart Graham who had learnt just how 
much work he had got to do on his car before 
they all meet again on March 20. 


Tricentrol British Saloon Car Championship, round 1 
Silverstone, March 6, 20 laps 

1, Gordon Spice (3.0 Ford Capri 1!), 35m 54.17s, 98.00mph = 
, Colin Vandervell (3.0 Ford Capri It), 34m 00.09s ; 

» Tony Dron (2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint), 36m 24.06S; 
, Stuart Graham (3.0 Ford Capri 11), 37m. 11.16s; 

, Jeff Allam (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum), 37m 26.77s; 

4, Genry Marshall (2.3, Vauxhall Magnum), 19 }aps; 

/, Stuart Patterson (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 19 laps; 8. 
Wendy Markey (2.3 Mazda RX3), 19 taps; 9, Derek Law- 
rence (2.0 Alfa Romeo Alfetta), 19 laps; 10, Jon Dooley 
(2.0 Alfa Romeo Alfetta), 18: laps. . 

Over 2300cc: 1, Spice, 98.00mph; 2, Vandervell; 3, 
Graham; 4, Patterson. Fastest lap: Craft, Im 46.288, 
99.32mph (record). 

160lcc to 2300cc: 1, Dron, %6.66mph; 2, Atlam; 3. 
Marshall: 4, Markey; 5, Lawrence; 6, Dooley, Fastest lap = 
Marshall, lm 47.11s, 98.55mph (record). 

1301lce to 1600cc: 1, Hilliard, 86.22mph; 2, Lloyd. Fastest 
lap : Hilliard 2m 00.24s, 87.78mph. 

Up to 1300cc: 1, Williams, 86.8lmph ; 2, Greensiade ; 3. — 
Muir; 4, Tucker-Peake; 5, Wayne. Fastest lap: Unett, im 
58.09s, 89.38mph (record). . 


Royale start to the season 


Last year’s fantastic FF1600 season was 
dominated by cars from the Hawke and 
Royale stables, so it was no surprise last 
weekend, in the absence of any competi- 
tive Southend cars, to see the Royales at 
the head of the field. In the Brush Fuse- 
gear final, which closed the meeting, the 
top six places were all taken by the Rory 
Byrne-designed cars, with 18-year-old 
Tom Wood a clear winner after David 
Heale (Reynard) had fallen off at Copse on 
the last lap. 

Two heats were run on the Saturday afternoon, 
and in the first of these the South African 
Trevor van Rooyen was totally dominant in his 
works Scorpion Royale RP24, winning by 74sec 
from former Silverstone Novice Champion David 
Heale. Heale was in fact on pole position and 
had hoped to offér more of a challenge to the 
confident van Rooyen, but a blowing head gasket 
put paid to that. David Sears qualified his Van 
Diemen RF76 on the front row also, but his 
Scholar engine refused to fire on the grid and 
he was well out of contention after a late push- 
start. A distant third place was taken by an 
improving Colin Shaw, whose Crossle 25F just 
finished ahead of Bob Lambert’s Hawke DLI15, 
David Wlgdor’s Image and Derek Buckton’s 
Hawke DL12 after a race-long battle. 

_ Sensation of the second practice was Nigel 
Mansell, who recorded a time some 1.5s faster 
than everyone else in his McKecknie-backed 
Javelin. He was, however, destined not to start 
due to a transmission failure (Sports Extra), so it 
was left to a sextet of Royales and the lone 
Van Diemen of Bryan Househam to fight for 
the honours. John Village (RP24) flew through 
from the third row to second piace, 
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and won well, despite a last ditch effort from 
the local driver Peter Morgan, both in RP2Is, 
with Richard Trott (RP24), Paul Smith (RP2I) 
and Househam a little farther back. 

At the start of the final, Wood did exactly 
as he had done at the start of his heat and 
made a superb getaway, veering immediate’ 
over towards the inside of the track from hi 
outside position in order to take the best line 
for Copse, and cutting off the advances of both 
Heale and van Rooyen as he did so. By the end 
of the first lap, though, the South African hee 
made his move: “I was really trying throug 
Woodcote, to drop the rest.” Unfortunately he 
clipped the kerb and then missed _ his 
to third gear, blowing the engine and leaving the 
race wide open. 

Messrs Wood and Heale soon broke away fron 
the main pack and diced hard until the latter 
was pressured off at Copse on the final tour 
leaving Wood to an impressive victory in his 
Ken Myers car, The battle for third was te 
same as in the second heat, although Househas 
retired with a loss of power and left Morgai 
to pip Smith and Trott on the line. Village 
showed promise by storming up to sixth plac 
from the 12th row of the grid, but then slows 
slightly with a badly understeering car and 
David Toye’s oil-spraying RP21 into fifth. 


JEREMY SHA 


Brush Fusegear Formula Ford 1600 Championship 
1 (7 laps): 1, Trevor van Rooyen {Ro : 
, 12m 32.46s, 98.19 mph; 2, David Heale CR 
Rowland 75F), 12m 39.92s; 3, Colin Shaw ¢ 5 

5.10s. Fastest lap: van Rooyes, im 
99.48 mph. 


Brush Fusegear Formula Ford 1600 Championship—"es: 
(7 laps) : 1, Tom Wood (Royale-Scho'ar RP2Z1), 12= Z 
96.94 mph; 2, Peter Morgan (Royale-Davron P21). © 
42.49s; 3, Richard Trott (Royale-Minister RP24). ize oF 
astest lap: Paul Smith (RoyzieRowland RFZi), in 


babe 


we “aye 


Starting procedure 
changes —read regs 


We would warn competitors to look 
closely at both their regulations and 
final instructions following a rule 
change concerning starting proce- 


dure. It now appears that a club — 


may adopt or ignore a rule that says 
that every driver has to switch off 
his engine when stopped on the grid. 
In the past this has meant that a 
driver who knew that his starter 
motor was defective still had to 
switch off his engine in the know- 
ledge that it may not start again, and 
that he may be left in the perilous 
position of having 20 or so cars bear- 
ing down on him as the flag drops. 
However, the RAC have waived 
this rule of having to switch off the 
mamsne, and clubs may implement it 


Sponsorship 


for Knockhill 
rallycrosses 


Tannery Shops, a company who have 
two shops specialising in leather 
and lambswool products are spon- 
soring the Scottish rallycross cham- 
pionship to be held over-seven events 
at Knockhill. Tannery Shops have 
two bases, one in Edinburgh and 
another within their large factory 


at Kinghorn Loch whence the skins - 


are sold. 

There will be three classes in the 
750MC. (Scotland) organised series, 
one for rallycars and the others for 
rallycross cars divided at 1300cc. 
Points will be awarded in each class 
from 10 for the winner to eight for 
second, six for third, down to one 
for eight. The overail champion will 
be the person who gains most points 
from any six of the seven rounds. 
If there are less than five cars in a 
class the class results will be tabu- 
lated on the next class above. 

Each round will be decided by 
three runs per round with the best 
two times being added together to 
find the class winner. The champion 
will receive £100 and second gets 
£75 with £50 for third and £25 for 
fourth and at each meeting there 
will be £25 for each class winner. 
Entry to the championship will be 
by registration which will cost £2 
per competitor. The man to contact 
is P. J. Summers at 37 Lister Place, 
Ninewells, Dundee DD2 1UX, tel: 
Dundee 642554. : 


Sports 2000 
Lolas sell 


Among the new Lola Sports 2000s 
are those for John Brown, Michael 
Ostroumoff, and Rod Gretton. Brown 
of course is last year’s Formula 4 
champion and enters the fray with 
sponsorship from his own John 
Brown Wheels concern. Ostroumoff is 
2 former classic sports car driver 
and has sponsorship from Esso while 
Rod Gretton is also going Lola with 
Century Oils sponsorship it seems. 
He's a former production sports car 
driver who ran a2 team of TVRs = 
hn Gee Chace ff aondaacets 


or not, as they desire. The BARC 
have decided that they’ve had enough 
of startline shunts, so that a driver 
doesn’t have to switch off the engine 
on the startline. However, neither 
the BRDC nor the BRSCC are waiv- 
ing the rule, and the necessity to 
switch off the engine still applies. 
Peter Browning’s comment was that 
it’s written in the regulations that 
a car must have self-starter and 
feels that such a regulation should 
actually be proven by that starter 
working. 

As for the individual regulations 
concerning the smaller clubs, it’s 
up to the driver to study the regu- 
lations. 


Left to right: winner Brian Streeter, Will Gollop and Trevor Reeves set off | 


from the start. 


Videan’s 
Gremlin 


Making a last minute substitution 
with his newly acquired Porsche 
Carrera replacing the Granada of the 
previous weekend, Kevin Videan and 
Jim Bowie took full advantage of 
some very fast sections to power 
their way to take the Gremlin Rally, 
run by Brecon MC in South Wales 
last Saturday night. 

Videan, always a man to appre- 


_ciate power, really wound up the 


ex-Piggy Thompson car during a 
fine night but even so Ted Cowell 
and Colin Francis are kicking them- 
selves for they threw the event 
away on the last three controls 
when seemingly they relaxed slightly 
and Videan was through like a flash. 

Once again the Fiat 131 of John 


Mini day at Lydden 


In faintly sunny, and even slightly 
dusty, conditions. Trevor Reeves and 
Richard Painton dominated last Sun- 
day’s second round of the TEAC/ 
Lydden rallycross series in their 
Minis with Trevor’s 1500cc Dove 
Group version just defeating Rich- 
ard’s 1300cc Vaughan-engined Rip- 
speed one, despite slight braking 
problems. 


Following the very wet winter it 
might even be pleasant to relate that 
the course was firm and rutting 
badly in places so that the cars were 
frequently to be seen flying through 
the air—so maybe it was appro- 
priate that a Dove won. 


Both practice and qualifying runs 
now seem necessary to determine 
qualifiers for points-scoring runs, 
with the four fastest from the former 
joining the best 14 from the latter 
—why cannot rallycross be an 
easily comprehensible sport ? Cham- 
pionship runs opened with wins for 
Reeves over Gordon Rogers’ Mini, 
Dimi Mavropoulos in the only fast 
Escort to arrive (the others being 
readied for the Dutch series next 
week) and Painton. The pace 


| quickened in the first of the second 


runs as Will Gollop’s Saab 99 diced 
hard with Bill Rushton’s Mini for 
second behind Reeves. After a hectic 
start, during the course of which 
the Mini of John Wright, John 
Welch’s aide-de-camp, reared on to 
two wheels, Rogers won the next one 
from Wright and Bruce Rushton’s 


| Exseost Pamton then bad apother 


win, albeit a close one from Mavro- 
poulos and Dick Griffiths’ Mini. 

The third set opened with a truly 
classic Mini battle between Painton, 
Rogers and Wright, won by Painton 
from Wright after Rogers retired 
with a lap to go. Derek Scarrow’s 
Mini claimed the following one, 
Mavropoulos’s concentration wander- 
ing at the start when he was un- 
ready for the green. Gollop then 
took the final set of four points from 
Geoff Thomas’s VW. 

The supporting event final was 
initially led by the Minis of Brian 
Pearce and Barry Hathaway, but 
after both retired Colin Slaughter’s 
reliable Skoda took the honours 
from Kevin Marelli, enjoying his first 
outing in anger in the ex-Redjep 
racing Escort. 

The championship final saw the 
Minis of Painton, Reeves, Rogers 
and Wright up against Gollop and 
Mavropoulos. Dimi retired early on 
leaving Richards to narrowly head 
Trevor and Will equally closely pur- 
sued by Gordon just behind. How- 
ever, all changed during the course 
of the second tour with Reeves 
grabbing the lead at the hairpin and 
third and fourth men retiring. Trevor 
held the lead of the very rapid race 
to the finish with Wright a strong 
third behind Painton. 


1, Trevor Reeves (Mini), 14; 
Richard Painton (Mini), 13; 3, John Wright 
(Mini), 8: 4 (equal) Die Mav rooouics 
(Escort) Gordon Rogess (Mi-i) esd WH 
Golicp (Saab 99), 7 


Bloxham and Richard Harper fea- 
tured well, was in the first four on 
each of the four selectives, but 
drowned out for 16 minutes when 
in the top three and finally finished 


Kevin Videan — Porsche. 


i out of the points. 


With 105 starters, the second 
round of the Motoring News Cham- 
pionship was run in mild weather 
with most of the roads dry. How- 
ever the less well known roads 
were very slippery and some peopie 
came to grief unexpectedly. 

In the early stages Cowell and 
Francis opened out a slight lead in 
their RS2000 but early retirements 
included Eric Davies/David Jones 
and Howard Davies and Phil Jones, 


both their Escorts succumbing to 


radiator problems. - 

With the selectives contained in 
the first part of the night, Peter 
Wagstaff and David Starr featured 
well in their RS 2000 with two firsts 
and a second on the four stretches 
all linked. The other two fastest 
crews were Peter Gerbez and Dennis 
Osborne who failed to get into the 
top 10 eventually and Cowell. 

Videan was not really in the hunt 
early on, presumably getting used 
to the car but on the long straight- 


‘ish parts of the route he made up 


time. On one of these fast bits Steve 
Courtney and Peter Watts had a 
moment when they lost a rear wheel 
at speed but they managed to pull 
the Escort up without incident. 

Another crew going well at this 
stage were Geoff James and Brian 
Goff in another Escort and they 
were very well in contention until 
the last few stages when they ran 
into brake fade and finished well 
down. Chris Coburn and M Coleman 
in the Viva were another crew to be 
well in contention but they suffered 
alternator problems and a puncture 
added to their misery. 

Bloxham and Harper maintained a 
top half dozen spot until the middle 
third of the rally when they blasted 
into a ford far too quickly and paid 
the penalty to the tune of 16 min- 


. Videan/J. 
58m 43s; 2, T, Cowell/C. Francis (RS2000). 
’ Wagstaff/D. Starr (RS°000). 
. Parker/A. Thomas (RS1708). 

R. Beecroft/J. Mil'ingtor 
37s; 6, A. Murphy/B. 78 
(Escort), @9m 16s. Semi-experts : B. Jones/ 8. 
Novices: L. 


Bowle (Porsche Carrera). 


| Manitou LE BMWs, Jock Robertson's 


blue Mayfair Opel, Peter Hall's blue 
ICS Opel, Alan Minshaw’s red Opel 
Malcolm Kay's red, white, and biue 
Capri, and Tony Lanfranchi's im- 
macsiate as yet umspomsored bise 


Super Saloon Drivers’ Association 
chairman Mick Hill contacted us this 
week to report that there will be a 
Super Saloon series in 1977 after all 


— despite the move of its sponsor, | 


Tricentrol, to the RAC’s Saloon Car 
Championship. 

Eight dates are already finalised, 
with individual sponsorship for each 
round. Hill says that prize money 
will be paid down to 20th position — 
so that every finisher will receive at 
Jeast £10— and that the aim is to 
pay £500 per round. Most rounds 
are accounted for and the remaining 
are under negotiation. 


Super Saloons live 


Hill particularly wished to convey 
his association’s gratitude to Peter 
Browning of the BRSCC and Jimmy 
Brown and Jack Sears of Silverstone 
for their help in making the races 
possible. 

Prospective competitors are asked 
to contact Mrs Joan Pope, who has 
been made responsible for block entry 
bookings, if they wish to enter. Her 
address is Cookman’s Farm, Ragged 


Hall Lane, St Albans, Herts. 

The dates are: April 24, Silverstone; May 
> ‘May 28, Donington; June 5, 
; July 9, Castle Combe; July 
24, Mallory Park; 
October 8, Donington. 
be advised. 


Two more rounds to 


Grampian TV | Rowland’s 


supports 
hillclimbs 


The Scottish Hillclimb championship 
joins golf, skiing and shinty as those 
sports currently supported by surely 
one of the most enviable sponsors 
around today, Grampian Television. 
Their support will enable the organi- 
sers to meet rising costs and will 
provide a handsome set of trophies 
for perpetual use. 

Grampian cover the area in which 
all the events take place so their 
support is naturally useful. The 
series consists of eight qualifying 
rounds held at Kinkell, Rumster, Fin-. 
tray and Doune. There: are twelve 
classes and awards are alsO made 
to overall champion road caf cham- 
pion and best newcomer. 


@ The opening round of the BRSCC 
Debenhams Escort Challenge didn’t 
take place last weekend at Croft, 
but the series is due to start this 
weekend at Mallory Park. The can- 
celled Croft round will now take 
place at the same circuit on July 
10. 


FF2000 mill 


Philip Bullman’s debut win in the 
Lord’s Taverners FF2000 Champion- 
ship opener was also a debut win 
for a revised Rowland engine, the 
company’s first serious move into 
the formula. 


A delighted Denny Rowland said 
that these engines are now on offer 
to all competitors and that Hawke 
had already ordered a second on 
the strength of Bullman’s victory. 
Rowland have laid down to build 60, 
of which around half will go to Jim 
Vermeulen in Holland. 

Bullman’s car, incidentally, was as 
immaculately turned out as was his 
FF1600 of last season—the car 
which won him the MCD award for 
the best turned out car, presented at 
the BRSCC’s dinner dance. 


@ The Association of South-Eastern 
Motor Clubs are having a busy 1977 
season with five championships in- 
cluding one for rally drivers and 
navigators, an autocross series, auto- 
test, grass event and speed cham- 
pionship. 


Weaver’s rapid rebuild 


James Weavet’s appearance in the 
first Townsend Thoresen round of 
the season was only due to many 
hours of hard labour. On the previous 
Wednesday Weaver was down at 
Brands with the works car of Bernard 
Devaney. However, Devaney’s car 
lost its clutch so the Irishman jumped 
into the Ashtune car of Weaver 
which the former Hawke employee 
had built himself. However, another 


driver spun in front of the pack 
and Devaney had no alternative but 
to hit him. The Weaver car was 
written off so James sadly returned 
home and after a couple of days of 
very hard work and help from 
Hawke, had built up a new car which 
he debuted on Sunday at Brands. 
However, it wasn’t too good and he 
stopped during the final after spin- 
ning off at Paddock. 


Happier times for Weaver — with the Hawke staff and his first car. 


August 28, Oulton Park; | 


seeps een cae YN LLL LL TD, 


Elan through the chicane. 


The BRSCC (N) attracted a fair 
crowd and a good turnout of com- 
petitors for the northern season 
opener at Croft on Sunday. John 
Bell won the first Renault 5 Elf 
Challenge round in the Mancunian 
Fenderbender 5TS but the now much 
quicker Renaults were overshadowed 
by a first class field of Troy Tyre 
and Auto Centre Championship 
Special Saloons from which Jim 
Evans, out for the first time in the 
AET Engineering Skoda-FVC, scored 
an 0.2s victory from his old Escort 
Turbo, now in the capable hands of 
Jimmy Robertson. Cameron Binnie 
(Royale RP21) fought off the race- 
long attentions of the Tate Formula 
Ford pack and Andy Barton was 
just a second outside the outright 
course record on his first outing in 
his Chevron B35. 

A dozen Renault 5s were sharing 
the track with three Escort Sports 
which had became refugees from the 
cancelled Debenhams round. The 
latter were led all the way by Basil 
Wainwright’s BRMB Radio Opposite 
Lock car and back in fourth overall 
John Bell kept clear o* Richard 
Hassell who was taken on the last 
lap by Neil McGrath (Harding’s 
Autos). Behind the latter pair 
another last lap place change bene- 
fited John Ridehalgh at the expense 
of Doug Bassett (Millwood Bros). 
Former Renault man Mick Hill fin- 
ished second overall in the Hartford 
Motors Escort. 


John Bury, winner of the Modsports/Prodsports event, leads Jon Fletcher’s 


ESS 


Evans’ superb debut — 


The Special Saloons were the talk- 
ing point of the day and, after over- 
coming initial fuel pressure problems, © 
Jim Evans made up on the faster 
parts of the course what the AET | 
Skoda was losing on the tighter bits — 
to the Escort Turbo, to win. Tony ~ 
Sudgen took a good third with the | 
outwardly unchanged but newly sus- 
pended and BDX-powered Brook Hire 
Escort. Racing had commenced with 
a joint Skipton Finance Prodsports 
and BRSCC Modsports affair which, | 
after the uncharacteristic retirement — 
of Jon Fletcher’s now °1760cc Elan, — 
provided an easy win for John Bury’s © 
Elan. In the Skipton Finance section © 
Chris Meek’s Lotus green and yellow-— 
liveried Dealer Team Lotus with’ 
Kismet Europa gradually pulled away © 
from Colin Blower’s TVR 3000M.— 
Despite the presence of three of the 
impressive-looking new Hawke 
DL17s the Tate FF1600 round fell to” 
Cameron Binnie’s Royale RP21 ahead © 
of the usual battling mass out of © 
which emerged the “old firm” of John” 
Simpson (ex-Graham North Royale— 
RP21) and Mick Starkey in the™ 
venerable ATS Merlyn. Despite the” 
Chevron’s apparent desire to go- 
straight on at some corners there) 
was no challenge for Andy Barton” 
in the Libre finale. Behind him Johal 
Muirhead fought grimly with ~ his 
Wallmain U2 Mk16 before he had 
to give best to Bob Rollo’s March” 
73B/75B and Dave Muter’s Lotus 69. | 


A  ——— 


Lotus Elan), 13m 04.0s, 80.36mph ; 

3, Gordon Howie (1.5 ‘MG Midget), 13m _ 17.6s; 4, 
13m 40.4s. Prodsports Class A: 

other starters. Fastest lap: 'Meek, lm 19.4s, 


Davrian Mk 7), 73.39mph ; no other starters. Fastest lap : 

‘BRSCC Renault 5 Elf Challenge round and Ford Escort Sports (10 laps). Overall: 1. 
Basi! Wainwright (Sport), 15m 14.2s, 68.91mph; 2, Mick Hill (Sport), 15m 30.08; 3. 
William Burke (Sport), 15m 55.2s; 4, John Bell (5TS), lém 25.2s. Renault S5TSs: 1, Oat,” 
64.67mph; 2, Neil McGrath; 3, Richard Hassell. Fastest fap: Bell, lm 35.6s, 65.7Gangit 
(establishes record). Sports: 1, Wainwright; 2, Hill; 3, Burke, lag = 


Wainwright, lm 30.4s, 

Tate Formula Ford 
Minister RP21), 15m 07.0s, 83.35mph; 2. 
3, \iMick Starkey (Merlyn-Scholar Mk 20A) 


Escort Turbo), l2m 
Emms (6.1 Chevrolet Camaro 2Z28), 
100icc to 1300cc: i, 
Ford ‘Escort ‘BDA) ; 
1000cc : 
Tristan Batch 

BRSCC ‘Northern Formule 
Chevron-Barton BDG 835), 
13m 02.4s; 3 
03.2s; 5, 


Peer Shand (1 éen-Scholar Mk 10C). Fastest 


Escort 
69.69mph (establishes record). 

1 Championship round (12 laps) : 
John Simpson (Royale-Bartram RP21), 15m 
: , 15m _11.4s; 4, Alan Stringer (Cross} 
30F), 15m 25.2s; 5, Philip Tinglee (Hawke-Scholar ‘DL15), 15m 40.0s; 6, Bill 'Bescoby 
Scholar DL12), 15m 40.8s. Fastest fap : Simpson, 1m 24.0s, 85.14mph. 

Troy Tyre and Auto Centres Special Saloon Championship round (10 laps). Overall and 
1300cc: 1, Jim Evans (2.0 Skoda-FVC), 12m 15.2s, 85.69mph; 2, Jimmy Robertson (28 
15.48; 3, Tony Sugden (2.0 Ford Escort BDX), 
12m 35.0s. 
Graham Wood (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 76.89mph; 2,-lan Rogerson 
no other finishers. Fastest lap: Wood, lm 2 a ph, 

1, lan Forrest (1.0 Chrysler Imp), 75.84mph; 2, Cliff Watts (1.0 Hillman lmp) > 
(1.0 ‘Mini-Cooper S). Fastest lap: 
‘Libre Championship round (11 
95.30mph 
BDA 69), 13m_ 02.65 
Warren Booth (2.0 


, Cameron Binnie ( 


lZm 29.65; 4 
Fastest lap: Evans, 
0.4s, 


Forrest, lm 20.6s, 78.1l6mph. 
laps): 1, Andy Barton (29 
: 2, Bob Rollo (1.6 March-BDA 735/758), 

4. Jchn Muirhead (1-4) 
Leess-SDA 69) 10 


lag: Barton, i= S225 Ml 2oeme 


Robertson’s Escort. 


Jim Evans’ impressive Skoda on the way to its debut win in front of John 


Fine northern Saloons 


Sunday’s Troy Tyre and Auto 
Centre’s Special Saloon race at 
Croft drew an entry which com- 
pared very favourably with the 
alleged national championship round 
at Brands. Pride of place (and vic- 
tory) went to the impressive new 
AET Engineering Skoda of Jim 
Evans. This machine uses much from 
John Cole’s old Chevron in its make- 
up and at present features an FVC 
engine, without turbo. However, the 
latter will eventually give way to a 
turbocharged FVA unit. The car 
hadn’t turned a wheel until Sunday 
but after initial low fuel pressure 
had been rectified it ran extremely 
well considering its unsorted state. 
It is very fast indeed on the quicker 
bends but lurches rather discon- 


Extra 
prizes for 


The Special Saloon register are mak- 
ing special efforts this year to ensure 
that their newcomers and regulars 
are well rewarded for making an 
effort themselves. 

At selected meetings, committee 
members will select the best pre- 
pared car of the meeting and an 
annual winner will be chosen from 
one of the daily winners. 

They are keen to encourage novices 
to their formula; such members 
should take note that they must 
apply to be considered for the New- 
comer of the Year award. They 
should apply to Jeff Ward, 30 Dan- 
vers Road, Leicester to register. 
During the season result sheets 
should be sent to establish their 
form. From these applicants the 
committee will select the annual win- 
mer who will receive £50 and a 
trophy. There will also be a trophy 
for the second and third place men. 
@ The Mini 1000 Leyland Challenge 
round due to be held at Donington 
on April 17 is now rescheduled for 
Brands Hatch on April 24 due to 


. stages when the engine proved re- 


certingly on tighter turns. 

Two ex-Nick Whiting cars were 
present but Doug Niven was an early 
retirement with the Escort BDG after 
clipping the chicane and suffering a 
puncture (cause or effect ?). Hill- 
climber Bryan Newby had his first 
ever circuit race under the Cliffe 
Motors (Sherburn) banner with the 
ex-Mass/Whiting Ihd Cologne Capri 
and finished an excellent fifth after 
losing a little time in the early 


luctant to run on all six. Bryan was 
one place behind Doug Emms whose 
ex-Wiggins Teape Camaro should 
have been on the front of the grid 
but, after it proved recalcitrant, 
started from the back and thundered 


through to fourth place spectacularly. 


International 
drag outing 


Taylor Startup International in co- 
operation with Queensway Travel are 
this year running a six day trip to 
the Mantorp International Funny Car 
meet in Sweden from July 27 for 
the July 29/30/31 dates. Travel is 
by scheduled airlines and there are 
factory visits and travel is arranged 
once in Sweden. The cost is £195 


per person pilus race entry. Details - 


may be obtained from either Tay- 
lor-Startup International at 94 Chil- 
tern Road, Dunstable, Beds or 
Queensway Travel, 141 High Street, 
Epsom, Surrey. 


East Anglian | 
autocross 


Three well known East Anglian clubs 
have combined to run a series of 
autocrosses in the area this year. 
The series will be of seven rounds 


| and run by the Peterborough, West 
Suffolk and Dereham MCs. The over; 


all winner will receive £50 cash and 
class winners £10 each. There will 


Geoff Spencer began the defence of 
the BTRDA Production Car Trial 
Championship in fine style last Sun- 
day when he wiped the floor with 
the opposition at the first round of 
the 1977 series, run by Shenstone 
and District CC at Weeford, near 
Lichfield. 

On an eight section course, run 
four times, Spencer, in his Cooper 
S dropped only seven marks to 
return an index of 17.83% which left 
him miles ahead of the other class 
opposition. 

After the first tour of the sections 
had proved too easy the clerk of the 
course tightened things up some- 
what and competitors started to 
drop marks. At lunch Spencer had 
dropped six of his seven and he 
went on to show his superiority in 
the afternoon with just a single fur- 
ther mark against him while his 
rivals dropped marks at regular 
intervals. 

Shenstone member Carl Price took 
the Mini class on 34 marks with 
Ray Waddington in second spot four 
marks behind while Brian Midgley 
was third on 42 marks. 

Roger Bricknell came all the way. 
up from Cornwall to show his 


the FF scene 


The star of practice in the Brush 
Fusegear FF1600 race at Silverstone 
last Saturday was a_ twenty-three 
year old ex-karting champion named 
Nigel Mansell. Having only entered 
the competitive world of FF1600 last 
June he is still relatively inexperi- 
enced yet his antics last year in 
an old Hawke DL11 were so impres- 
sive (he won five out of eleven races) 
that he has been asked by John Lip- 
man to run his “works” Javelin JL5 
for this season. The car at present 


is fitted with his Alan Smith engine 


from last year and backing comes 
from the famous name of Alan Mc- 
Kechnie. 


Nigel simply flew during the short 


- practice session and soon recorded 


a time that no one else came within 
1} seconds of all weekend. Unfor- 
tunately though, at the end of the 
session he was negotiating the 
chicane at the same time as Peter 
Morgan’s Royale RP21 when the car 
suddenly snapped to the right and 


into the retaining wall, rubbishing 


the nosecone and the right front 
suspension. Some demon work by 
Bill Bray, Robin Webb and friends 
saw the car back together again in 
time for the second heat but Nigel 
never took up his pole position, a 
drive-shaft having snapped literally 
in two on the warm-up lap. 


The team were desperately dis- 
appointed not to be able to trans- 
late the practice form into results 
but with everything back together 
again, should well be a force to be 
reckoned with at Oulton Park next 
weekend. 


@ Bob Davies from South Wales has 


| been co-opted on to the RAC Speed 


Events Committee and will look 
after the interests of ralliycross com 
petiters. 


Spencer starts right 


: 
| 


prowess with his Anglia Estate in 
Class II and he scored a comfort- 
able win against the Skoda brigade 
who were led by Stephen Courts. 
Bricknell dropped 32 marks to 
Courts’ 47 while R Taylor, in 
another Skoda, was third a further 
nine marks behind. 


Lunchtime leader in the sports 
car class was Malcolm Brown with 
his usual Sprite and he led Jim 
Loveday (Midget) by four marks with 
Mike Hinde (Elan) a further one 
mark behind. But Hinde got it 
together in the afternoon and went 
on to take the class on 38 marks 
with Brown dropping back to second 
on 42 marks and Loveday third. 


Northerner Ken Waddington was 
the star of the small-engined rear- 
engined class dropping 66 marks to 
win the class in his Imp by five 
marks from Brian Pearce while 
David and Robert Carr were third 
in their shared family saloon but 
seven marks off the pace. 


aeevernt G Spencer (Cooper), 7 marks 


ost, 

Class winners: C Price (Mint), 34 marks; 
R Bricknell (Anglia Est), 32 marks; M Hinde 
, 38 marks; K Waddington (Imp), 66 
marks; J 62 marks, an 


Mansell hits | The Journal 


continues 


The very successful The Journal 
North East ANECCC Autocross 
championship continues again this 
season in the north east of England 
with a 20 round series which starts 
on April 3 with a round by the Ryton 
MC. There’s a prize fund of £1500 
available and anyone wishing to 
enter this competitive series should 
write to Pauline Olds at 12A Hedgley 
Road, Denton Burn, Newcastle upon 
Tyne 5, tel: 0632 674304. The dates 
and individual organisers of the 


rounds are as follows: 

Aprii 3, Ryton McC; April 10, Berwick and 
DIMC; April 24, Cramlington MIC; May &, 
Cumberland SCC; May 22, Hexham and DMC; 
JournalTown Moor; June 19, 
Hawick MC; July 10, Tynemouth and DMC; 


18, 
Berwick and D'MC; September 25, Heber 
October 9, 


Ward looks 
for cash 


Winner of the FF2000 consolation 
race at Brands on Sunday, Ashley 


EE —— << - 


Ward was driving one of Frank | 


Bradley’s old Elden Mk 18s updated 
to Mk 22 spec when he gained his 
victory but should have his own new 
car for the Race of Champions meet- 
ing. His fastest lap on Sunday was 


-just 1.2s slower than championship 


round winner Philip Bullman’s but he 


was in the consolation race due to — 


a deflating tyre in practice. Now the 
problem for Ward is to find the 


running costs to continue the cham- | 


pionship season for he just meeds 
some sponsorship to continue. 


Kies Perry ito Formula Ford this 
year. 


| @ Last year’s 750F champion Chris] 


4 
q 


Beciting news from Wales this 
week is that Pembrokeshire MC has 
= new sprint course, and plans are 
sfoot to arrange a rallycross course 
on the same site. 

Following the breakdown of 
$egotiations with the landowner of 
the sprint venue at Talbenny, offi- 
eials of the club have reached agree- 
ment for a new course, extremely 
close by and using another part of 
the former airfield. 

This will be known as Talbenny II 
and the approximately 2500yds 
course will be about 30ft wide most 
ef the way round. It is shaped 
rather like a Wellington boot with 
the longest straight of about 500yds 
mp the back of the boot. The course 
measures approximately 1.4 miles 
and the usual two laps will com- 
prise one run. 

As the course has yet to receive 
the blessing of the RAC the club 


Ketters keeps 
points again 


Freelance motor racing journalist 
Mike Kettlewell is again keeping 
tabs on all the MCD and RAC motor 
racing championship points this 
year. The series involved are the 
Tarmac, ShellSport International, 
Lord’s Taverners FF2000, Townsend 
Thoresen FF1600, RAC  FF1600. 
Kent Messenger FF1600, British 
Sports 2000, SKF Steel Clubman’s, 
Tricentrol RAC British Touring, Cen- 
tury Oils Special Saloon, Hitachi 
Special Saloon and British Radio 
Production Saloon championships. 


Anyone wanting regular bulletins 
posted on the Monday following each 
round can obtain them for £5.94 
(inc VAT) for the first championship 
and £3.51 for each additional one. 
Prices for less frequent bulletins are 
available upon request. 

Mike’s address is Mill House, Sta- 
tion Road, Eastville, Boston, Lincoln- 
me. PE22 8LS. Tel: New Leake 


Friswell and 
Bremner: 
RoC reserves 


Among the names who are on the 
mmofficial reserve list for the Brands 
Hatch Race of Champions Lord’s 
Taverners FF2000 round are Rod 
Bremner, the DJM Formula Ford 
champion of 1976, and Geoff Fris- 
well. 


Bremner is negotiating for Formula 
Afiantic in the States and Canada 
aed was fairly close to securing a 
Spomsor when we last heard. Now he 
Wents to see if he can also do the 
FF2000 races in this country. It 
Seems likely that he’d race a Delta 
Sor the Horseless Carriage Company. 


Friswell was contesting the FF2000 
Mounds last yeer in a Hawke DL14 
& has gone to G8 this year, and 
ms car is mow m the hands of 
Bowerer, be still 


albenny expands 


has abandoned plans for a meeting 
in April and are planning the first 
event for June 10. 

President of the club, Richard 
Davies said “Motor sport is alive 
and well in Wales and we are 
delighted with the new course. 

“During the next week or so 
George Warren will be coming down 
to advise on the rallycross course 
and we are very hopeful we shall be 
able to stage a big event before 
Christmas. We are planning on 
having a course of about three quar- 
ters of a mile and, hopefully, it will 
be approximately 50% tarmac and 
50% grass”. 

Speaking of the sprint course Mr 
Davies added “With the long 
straight we think we shall provide 
plenty of high speed entertainment 
and I expect the Formula 5000 boys 
will relish the possibility of getting 
up to near maximum speed.” 


BOC continue 


Following the end-of-year sponsor- 
ship of Wilmslow based driver Barry 
Pigot, BOC Saffire of. Skelmersdale 
are continuing their sponsorship for 
this year. Their intention is to pro- 
mote the Saffire range of gas weld- 
ing equipment. 

Last year Pigot took several wins 
and fastest laps in the Royale RP21 
but this year is changing to a Hawke 
DL17 with which he’ll contest all 
the major championships. His first 
appearance in the car is at Mallory 
Park this weekend. 


Robin Hood and his merry men. 


The Robin Hood racing team 
appeared at Brands on Sunday very 
much revitalised with not one but 
two cars in the pipeline if not at 
Brands. Nick Foy continues with the 
coachbuilders and there should be 
a second car appearing shortly for 


Australian Mike Quinn who failed 


to join Ken Hensley Racing recently. 
Robin Hood Racing was started 


| last year under the patronage of 


». J. Hood with support from his 


cachbuilding firm, Robin Hood 
chbuilders. This year the two car 
ar eee oft st) cee fee 


err: 


Announced on Tuesday was a tie-up between Juliette Slaughter (right) and 
Divina Galica. Divina is meant to be driving both a Surtees TS19 in G8 and 
a Lola in Sports 2000, but as they clash we understand that Juliette, a 
former prod saloon driver, will be taking over the Lola driving seat when 
Divina can’t make it. Juliette may also have a Renault 5TS drive as Divina 
is now the only Ford-contracted racing driver in the country. 


Capital 


Followers of Capital Radio and 
Brands Hatch race meetings may 
have noted the similarity in sound 
between the voices of Breakfast 
Show presenter Graham Dene and 
Brands “ voice’? Mike Smith. Smith 


interviewed Dene during Sunday’s. 


Capital Day and it was very, very 
difficult to work out who was talk- 
ing to whom. 


Robin Hood go 2 car 


Pitter Transport of Southampton and 
there’s more from Shell. 

The two drivers are 25-year-old 
sailmaker Nick Foy and 25-year-old 
Australian Mike Quinn who finished 
third in the Australian FF champion- 
ship and has come to follogy in the 
steps of the Perkins brothers. They 
have two new Reynard 77s with 
bodywork designed by Mr Hood and 
engine preparation is being carried 
out by Newbridge Racing Develop- 
ments and Nelson Engine Services. 

The idea is to comtest both 
championships this and go for 
SO ees? weer & Beer eke cee Dee oes 


wear 
= 


FF2000 | 


Cortinas and 
fog feature 


A lot of fog, particularly in the 
second half, caused problems for 
many of the 58 crews contesting 
last Saturday’s Reddings Trophy 
Rally run by Middlesex County AC 
in central Southern counties but 
there were no serious accidents. 

A feature of the night was the 
placing of two Mk 1 Cortinas in the 
first half dozen, that of 1975 winner 
Dave Sherwood and Doug Smith 
finishing runner-up to Garry Thorpe 
and Mike. Wise in their Mexico. 

The winners dropped 36m 50s to 
claim their first win on the event 
while Sherwood and Smith ended up 
on 42m 59s. Peter Johnson and Tony 
Pattie were third in another Mexico 
on 43m 40s, with John Geering and 
Mick Briggs coming into fourth place 
in their Magnum on 45m Qs. The 
fifth placed crew were Clive Hall 
and Andy Thorburn in their Escort 
on 48m 25s and sixth was the other 
Cortina driven by Phil Hemes and 
Mike Cook which ended the night 
with penalties of 50m 25s. The -ex- 
perts class went to Ken Martlew 
and Peter Cracknell in their Davrian 
Imp on 75m 49s and the novices 
award winners were Capt G Blythe 
and L/Cpl M Chadwick in their 
Land Rover on 8F 96m 10s. 


Winstanley’s 
Sport 


David Winstanley appears this week- 


- end in an Escort Sport which & 


being sponsored by Withers of Wims- 
ford. Winstanley is a- former libre 
driver and writes a feature in the 
Warrington Guardian every Week 
which goes out to the world at large 
or in that area anyway. He’s gome 
to be driving all sorts of weird 
machinery in a variety of motor 
sports events and has been well 
publicised for his efforts. Further 
ideas are required by him to make 
the column imterestimg and those 
interest should write or rimg 
OO — 


@Geck in December Lee Chappell 
@tewed his affinity for the hills of 
@e West Country when he finished 
Second in the Gloucester Trial. On 
Geed2y he went one better when he 
beet all the established stars to 
Giemph in the Colmore _ Trial 
@rganised on the old Shell Hill by 
Se SUNBAC, aided as usual by 
Best-a-Hill. The event was a quali- 
feme event for both the RAC and 
Semperit/BTRDA Championships. 

On their arrival the drivers were 
erected with warm sunny weather, 
cocky hills and lots of trees. Ten 
sections had been laid out which 
were tackled three times each. The 
eombination of rocks and trees 
geoved hard on the cars and, of the 
37 starters, five retired before the 
eed. Particularly fortunate was John 
Benson who rolled his car but was 
sible to carry on after a damage 
Mepection and not only finished 
ird but won the award for the 
Gest 1300cc car. 


After the first round at lunchtime, 
@ was a surprised Tony Harrison in 
te lead. Tony has been away from 
scene for a while but soon 
showed that he had lost none of the 
beeck. Sadly he could not maintain 
te pace and after his score of 23 
be posted a disastrous 41 in the 


the 


Wh a very tough initial section of 
=gbout 70 miles, the RAFMSA really 
gerted out the entry very early last 
Geturday night when they ran their 
Seis Alnite Rally on a_ route 
@eGrely in Norfolk. 

Im the early stages the eventual 
wiemers Charles Golding and Preston 
eres opened out a big lead in their 
Defomite Sprint and they went on 
= complete the 190 miles route 
wee the loss of 53 minutes. 

There was a good scrap for 
Second place initially with the Par- 
gems brothers Neil and _ Chris 
Mexico) being harried by Gregor 
s==i/Guy Cherry (Escort), but both 
Geews were due to finish with fails. 
T= Parsons brothers’ collected 
“ers for failing to comply with a 
Gee Wey sign while Steel and 
(terry missed a passage check. 
Second were Timothy Harber and 
iets Evans in an Escort who ended 
_ co 68m with John Davie and 
Wright on the next minute in 
te Escort Tc. Peter Banham and 
ie Watson Gove 2 Mimi pick- 
fourth place with the loss 


mec 


second round and could only sal- 
vage seventh place at the end, {vor 
Portlock was another who, after an 
initial good showing dropped back 
towards the end to eighth place. 

Lee Chappell took the lead that 
he was to maintain after Round 2 
just ahead of Gordon Jackson. He 
pulled further ahead when Jackson 
found trouble in the deep ruts 
towards the end and it was Reg 
Allen who came through to second 
place with a good 17 in the final 10 
hills. The Championship front run- 
ners—Jack Pearce and Julian Fack 
were just off the pace all day. May- 
be it will be better next week when 
the fraternity gather at Ashday 
Woods on the Brighouse-Elland road 
in West Yorkshire for the Damart 
4/44 Trial. 

But it is Lee Chappell who is the 
toast of all. His father was the 
Champion no less than five times. 
Lee has obviously listened to all 
the advice and drove steadily with- 
out big mistakes all day and reaped 
the reward. Once again the marvel- 
lous training ground of Kent has 


thrown up a star. 

1, Lee Chappell/Lindsay Chappell (Ibex), . 61 
points ; 2, Reg Allen/Janet Brise (Kincraft), 
70 pts ; 3, John Benson/Sheila Benson (Jabs), 
; 4, Jack Pearce/Brenda Pearce (Kin- 
; 5, Gordon Jackson/Tony le 
Gras (Ibex), 75 pts; Fack/AMeg 


6, Julian 
Marrion (impunity), 75 pts. 


Reg Allen and Janet Brise — second on the Colmore. 


Golding takes the incentive 


of 83m and the Parsons brothers 
were fifth on 1F 62m. 

Sixth of the 55 starters were 
Steel and Cherry with 1F 64m and 
the leading semi-experts were Monty 
Seaman and Jim Haskins in a 
Firenza with 1F 78m. In the novice 
class Kevin Barber and Alan Jones 
made the long trip from South 
Wales well worthwhile by finishing 


13th and collecting their prize des- \ 


pite 4F 121m. This was their first 
rally together. 


@ Due to a venue/entry situation, 
ongoing from the 1976 season, the 
BARC East Midlands have decided 
to cancel the proposed sprint on 
April 3 at Curborough. At the 
moment the meeting scheduled for 
October 9 is in doubt, but further 
communications will be issued with 
regard to this one. 


@ The Aintree Car Club are hold- 
ing a film clubnight of various local 
and other films on March 15 at their 
clubhouse from 830 pm. These are 
apparently wery good and not to be 
mossed 


A Chappell in Gloucester |Kleber saga 


again 


The production saloon Kleber tyre 
saga attempted to continue at the 
opening British Radio championship 
round at Brands Hatch on Sunday 
— when competitors were first told 
that they could run on the tubeless 
RS. 

Further investigation, however, re- 
vealed that this was not so and 
many competitors were seen putting 
their assorted alternatives back on 
the wheels from which they had 
just removed the Klebers. 

Worst off was Tony Stubbs, who 
had two Dolomite Sprints entered, 
both attired with brand new Kleber 
RS — and they weren’t even allowed 
in the scrutineering bay. 


Househam’s 
fine debut 


One youngster to show good form 
at Silverstone last weekend was a 
nineteen-year-old Lincoln driver 
called Bryan Househam. Last season 
Bryan won eleven races in the 
JRRDS series and won the “World 
Scholarship,” his prize being a new 
Van Diemen RF76 chassis for this 
year. He also showed promise last 
year in an old Van Diemen RF74 in 
the several public races that he 
contested. For 1977 though he has 
sold both the RF74 and the RF76 
to raise the finance for the more 
competitive RF77 chassis anc will 
now contest the major championships 
with a Scholar engine. At Silver- 
stone, he lost out in the scrabble 
for third place in his heat, finish- 
ing fifth, while in the final he was 
well up in the battle for third place 
when his engine lost power and he 
retired. 


A Fairthorpe 
winner 


Driving his Fairthorpe in fine style, 
M Kemp was a very comfortable 
winner last Sunday of the annual. 
Tyrwhitt Drake production car trial 
which Maidstone and Mid Kent MC 
ran on five sites all around Maid- 
stone. Thirty competitors turned out 
to tackle the 20 sections and the 
best class battle was among the 
sports cars where R Ellis (Sprite) 
headed D Beaumont (Sprite) by a 
couple of marks. The biggest class 


was the last, for cars with any mods . 


and running on any tyres and in 
this D Welch (Sprite), had the day’s 
second lowest total of only eight 
marks lost beating C Betson’s Imp 
by seven marks. 


oO Overall: M. Kemp (Fairthorpe), 18 marks 
ost 

Class winners: T. McKeown (‘Mini), 90 
marks: D. Crowe (Escort), 78 marks; R. 


plus (Sprite), 
low), 


@ Nick Ham, the Saracen works 
driver was only racing with a hack 
Scholar engine at the weekend at 
the Brands Formula Ford race, but 
should be better off this weekend at 
Oulton Park when he'll have a new 
Rowland fitted 


41 marks; W, Durling (Del- 


5 marks; D, Welch (Sprite), 8 marks. 


Chris Meek — Esprit. 


Meek’s lot 


What would you think of a Lo 
Esprit in modsports? Yes, it co 
happen because that’s what C 
Meek is hoping to have, and it 
be prepared by no less than Deal 
Team Lotus with sponsorship f. 
Kismet, the garage equipment sp 
lists. And then of course comes 
prodsports effort in the Lotus Eu 
Special which is also being prep 
by Lotus and that seems to be 
continuing. 

Meek’s girlfriend Valli was p 
sented with a Triumph TR7 at 
weekend which she’s driving on 
road, but it seems that longstan 
rumours are true for a TR7 ch 
rolled up to Dawson Auto oul 


ments the other day, and sho 
shortly appear on the prods 
grids. 


Luscombe — 
by 5s 


Only five seconds separated 
second and third crews after a fai 
tight route last Saturday night i 
Somerset when Salisbury am 
Shaftesbury MC ran their Pall 
Rally for 85 crews. A route of 1 
miles contained two selectives at 
end of the first half. 

Winners were Roger Luscombe 
and Alan Collins from Yeovil 
their RS 1600 who ended the mabe 
on 30m Ils well ahead of the o 

' sition. Paul Syrett and Geoff Willi 
were runners-up in their Mini 
cot (the Belgium name), on 33m 
while last year’s winners John Prict 
and John Grimson were third i 
‘their Escort 1800 on 33m 27s. 

Fourth were Alan Warne and & 
Bannister in another Escort on 
48s and fifth placed John Sampse 
and Peter Evans used a Mini D 
S to drop 38m 26s. Sixth were 
Thompson and Graham Gale in 
RS 2000 on 40m 31s. 

Semi-expert winners were 
Jones and Brian Dwelly in a —_— 
S on 43m 35s and the top now 
were Alan and Peter Johnson im 
Escort 1300 on 52m 23s. 


@ Scrutineers at Brands Hatch ¢ 
Sunday very carefully examined @ 
first three cars in the Towns 
Thoresen, Lord’s Taverners and & 
tish Radio Production saloon 
Taces and were relieved to find 
al} legal. It also relieved Clerk 
he Course Peter pee : 
hopes that the legelity message bi 
| Smally poe tounge 


Syd Fox — development. 


Fox gets 
a Hawke 


Syd Fox will be back in an FF2000 
Hawke at Thruxton this weekend. 
The former works Hawke driver who 
drove for Mac McKinstry and was 
replaced by Grovewood award win- 
ner Tiff Needell is to drive a works 
development Hawke DLI6 in the 
next two FF2000 races. 

Meanwhile Syd’s Palliser is being 
rebuilt totally by Len Wimhurst of 
Palliser/Wimhurst. The engine has 
done 16 races without a rebuild. and 
the car has done the same but it 
will reappear with a Minister engine, 


hopefully at the Oulton Park FF2000 © 


round. 


@ Regulations should shortly be 
available for the Qbourne Tandem 
Autotest, a round of both the RAC 
National and BTRDA autotest cham- 
pionships as well as the East Mid- 
lands and Midlands _ Association 
Championships. It takes place in 
Derby on May 22 and is organised 
by the Loughborough Car Club with 
sponsorship from Qbourne, the Knit- 
wear cash and carry of Ripley. Those 
interested should contact Graham 
Nunn on Narborough 5420. 


‘| MALLORY PARK 


Group 8 racing, like the Phoenix, 


has risen from the ashes of Formula 
5000 and on Sunday at Mallory 
Park the formula, now known as 
ShellSport International, must make 
spectators and competitors alike be- 
lieve that the sacrifice of the 5-litre 
bangers was all worth while. It was 
this time last year when we eagerly 
waited to see just how the re- 
vamped formula would go, but to 
secure a respectable place in British 
motor racing it must prove that it 
is now reliable and competitive. 

This opening round shows great 
promise with variety in ‘the 
machinery, and quality in the 
drivers. Such well-known names as 
Guy Edwards, Keith Holland, Tony 
Trimmer, Val Musetti, Ray Mallock, 
Tom Belso, Mike Wilds and Brian 
McGuire will be there in Formula 1, 
2, Atlantic and 5000 cars. Let’s 
hope they can take over where 
David Purley and others left off 
last November. 

No doubt one of the main attrac- 
tions at Mallory Park in March 
must be the welcoming smile of the 
BRSCC’s Edwina Overend—ask any 
driver why they go to the circuit 
and they will tell you it is to see 
her—and, no doubt, this has helped 
the club assemble over 140 drivers 
for their five-race programme. 

Supporting the Group 8 cars will 
be the second round of the British 
Radio Production Saloon Car cham- 
pionship. This is another formula 
that has had its format changed to 
good effect. Derrick Brunt must be 
looking for his second win, but he 
will be harassed all the way by 
Tony Lanfranchi, David Taylor, Jock 
Robertson and Gerry Marshall. 

The Debenhams Escorts will have 
their first race of the season, the 
original opening round having been 
cancelled through lack of entries, 
and the field looks healthy. 1976 
winner Wayne Wainwright, will be 
defending his title with strong oppo- 
sition from fellow BRMB/Opposite 
Lock team-mates Basil Wainwrighit 
and Martin Hone and other Escort 
experts such as Geoff Evans, Neil 
McGrath, Pete King and David da 
Costa. 

Two heats and a final for Formula 
Ford 1600 cars should see some 
action when the Dunlop “Star of 
Tomorrow’? novices battle it out on 


International events 


Hillfoot Farm, Coupar Angus 
(MR53/225352) 


North Weald Ae-odrome, nr 
Epping, Essex 


’ 
Mar 13 i Pitcaple Quarry, A’ erdeenshire 
H Lancaster 


Hatton Training Camp 


Ve Gb 
(M R97 / 439645) 


Autotest 


| Aberdeen & DMC 
Kirkby Lonsdale MC il. —_ 


; 
; 
: 


Sevencaks & DMC 


Saturday. These aspiring drivers 
have yet to show their mettie so 
any prediction as to who will lead 
the field would be wild speculation. 

The up to 1000cc Special Saloons 
will also be there contesting the 
Hitachi championship, The 1000 
class includes John Homewood, Fred 
Game, Cliff Watts and Richard Long 
while the 850 class is supported by 


David Enderby, Peter Day and- Alan . 


Corbishley. The racing action starts 
for the Formula Fords at 2 pm on 
Saturday and for the others at 2 pm 
on Sunday. 


THRUXTON 


The Formula 3 circus will be open- . 


ing the 1977 programme at Thrux- 
ton on Sunday when the BARC put 
on an interesting seven-race meeting 
with the first round of the BP 
Formula 3 championship as main 
race of the day. Heading the 27- 
strong entry will be Stephen South, 
who dominated last weekend’s 
Silverstone race, Ian Taylor, Geoff 
Lees, Tiff Needell, Pierre Dieudonne, 
Derek Daly, Derek Warwick and 
James King. Six major Formula 3 
teams, including March and Unipart, 
will be represented and there will 
be six different chassis racing. 

Another impressive entry is that 
for the first round of the British Air 
Ferries Formula Ford 2000 cham- 
pionship race. Philip Bullman will 
be looking to make it two in a row 
—he won at Brands Hatch last Sun- 
day—but stiff competition is bound 
to come from Jeremy Rossiter, Rad 
Dougall, David MacPherson, Adrian 
Reynard, Stuart Baird and Frank 
Sytner. There are 35 entries for the 
race with nine different constructors 
represented. 

A new batch of Formula Ford 
1600 drivers have appeared on the 
scene and they will be taking on 
such experienced men as Mike Blan- 
chet, Mike Taylor, Roy James, Miki 
Dee and David McClelland. 

The Forward Trust Special Saloon 
Car championship race promises 
good overall and class battles, with 
number one favourite for an out- 
right win surely being Nick Whiting. 
However, Freddy Smith in a Capri 
and John Morgan and Tony Williams 
in Jaguars could give him some 
opposition. In the 2500cc class Tony 
Dickinson and Tony Sugden could 


well have a good battle in their 


Escorts. The man 
1300 ckass will be Alec Poole in 


Janspeed-prepared Datsun Sunny, if 
the driver’s and builder’s past per- 
formrances are anything to go by 
this car should prove very quick 
In the Oceanair Clubmans Sports 
Car series the 23 ckass B cars 
: this 


good 
front should be Robert Glass, Guy 
Woodward and Keith Money. 

A full grid of Modsports will be 
on display for the Steel Tube Ser- 
vices championship race. In class A 
the impressive line-up includes 
Robin Gray’s Morgan, Mike Fisher’s 
Carrera and Richard Gamble’s E 
Type. Jon Fletcher will be leading 
class B wilth his Lotus Elan while 
the class D supports the very fast 
Davrian’s of Bob Jarvis and Geoff 
Lynn. 

Also on the programme is a 
Formule Libre race. Racing starts 
at 2 pm. ; 


OULTON PARK 


Oulton Park motor racing fans 
will get their first taste of the racing 
season this Saturday when the Mid 
Cheshire Motor Racing Club present 
a six-race meeting with the second 
round of the Townsend Thoresen 
Formula Ford 1600 championship 
being the feature race. Men to 
waltch in this race will be last week- 
end’s winner Don MacLeod, Mike 
Blanchet, Bernard Devaney, Roy 
James and Dunlop novice stars from 
last year Sean Walker, David Leslie 
and James Weaver. They will be 


battling in two heats before the 
final. 
The Century Supreme Special 


Saloon Car championship -cars will 
also be having their second outing of 
the season and looking for wins in 
this will be Tony Dickinson, Tony 
Sugden and Derek Walker in their 
two litre Escorts. The 1300 class will 
be hotly contested by Peter Baldwin 
and Tony Westbrook in their Minis. 

Supporting will also be a Special 
Saloon race for cars up to 1000cc 
and a Formule Libre race. The action 
starts at 2pm. 


@The Jaguar Drivers’ Club are 


holding a race meeting at Silver- 
stone this Saturday with lots of 
pleasant, historic machinery, but full 
details have not been forthcoming. 


Date Venue Event 
Mar 12/13 Mallory Park, England ShellSport International 
Mar 13 ~ Calder, Australia F5000 
| Mar 13 Zolder, Beigium F Super Vee, F Vee, FF, G1-5 
* 
British events 
| 
Date Venue Event Status Club Start Details 
Mar 12 Oulton Park, nr Tarporley, Cheshire Race Meeting R MCMRC 14.00 
Mar 12 Stiverstone, nr Towcester, Northants Race Meeting R Jaguar DC 13.30 
Mar 12/13' | Mallory Park, nr Kirkby Mallory, Race Meeting INT BRSCC (MC) 14.00 -ShellSport 
Leics. 
Mar 13 Thruxton, nr Andover, Hants Race Meeting R BARC BP F3, 
Mar 15 Hanson's Haulage Ltd, Huddersfield Ratly R David Brown MC 
oo guage 50) 
Mar 13 Afonw Wales Prod Car Trial c Liverpool MC 10.30 — 
tnt Ri16/326/ 703) 
Mar 13 Prod Car Triai CP 750 MC (Scot) 13.00 


eS came 3 3 


hove’ Thoresen FF, Century Olls Special Saloons, 
ibre 


Thoroughbred Sports, Historic Sports, Classic Saloons 


International 
Debenhams Escorts, Production Saloons 


FF2000, 
Modsports, FE Libre 


Elcar Trophy Stages Rally 


FF1600, Special Satoons, 


FF1600, Clubmans, Special Saloons, 


March Trial—Dundee Trophy Champlonship 


copay Barrow Autotests, RAC/BTRDA Champiea- 
Ps 


| Piteaple 15 Autotests 
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Take a wider look at 
awell-known success story. 


ra ‘a 
see 


Every Grand Prix since October 1972 
has been won on Goodyeartyres, = 


—_ 


1976 Formila 2Championship.. ~~ 
Won:on Goodyear tyres.~ ~ : 
= reoerecmnate 


Marlboro 


a 
Goons YEAR 


GOODS YEAR 


Pes National Championship Group 2. 
=Won on Goodyear tyres. 


wor | 


4976 Le Mans andWorld Sports CarChampionship ~ | 1976 Europeant@T-ChampionshipGroup’, 
Group-6. Won on Goodyear tyres. b=Worron Goodyear tyres- 


Goodyear win other championships and races besides 
Formula 1. Because every Goodyear tyre is built with the 
same advanced technology. Built to grip. 

Not just race tyres, but road tyres too. Tyres like 
G800+ S. Supersteel. 

~ The steel-belted radial that’s designed to grip, to corner, 
to stop—safely. With all the mileage you expect froma steel- 
belted radial. 

Drive on G800+ S. Supersteel. The tyre with a success 
story behind it. 


The Choice of Champior 


